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U S ' Sp * ciaI *orc*s going to Somalia 


'■Snffil *e u s - l«w*will 

T^y *fc« *r«£^d 

U.N. cofnrSSin KSSu 

but that is not the reason “ ■ U-N. objective 

U.N. spokesman said -r^SLi J °? e official i»d. * 

Mogadishu airnort ^bclli fired by Somali gunmen hnn 

pons ami were ready to use Uscm against the U.N. forces. 
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8 ambassadors called home 

AMMAN <J.T.) — Eight Jordanian a mba ss ad ors abroad will be transfer- 
red to the Foreign Ministry as of Oct. 1, according to informed sources. 
The sources said the ambassadors involved are Khalid Madadhah (Boon}, 
Samir Khaltfah (Athens). N&bil Al Talhuoi (Vienna). Shahcr*Bak 


completed 
appoifltznytts will be announced soon. 
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Otourri named Petra 
chief; MahadJn moved 
to Prime Ministry 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Abdullah Al 
Otoum, a long-time Petra repor- 
ter and serving deputy chief, was 
named Tuesday as director of the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra, to 
replace Khalid Mahadin, who 
was named advisor at the Prime 
Ministry, informed sources told 
the Jordan Times Tuesday. Also 
* Tuesday, Mohammad Amin, an 
advisor to the information minis- 
ter and a former director of Jor- 
dan Television, was named direc- 
tor of the Press and Publications 
Department to replace Issa AJ 
Jahmani, the sources said. 

4 Palestinians, 
soldier wounded 

GAZA CITY (AFP) — Fighting 
in the occupied Gaza Strip 
wounded four Palestinians and 
one Israeli soldier Tuesday, 
Palestinian sources said. Israeli 
soldiers opened fire on Palesti- 
nians throwing stones at them in 
' the Shati camp, injuring four of 
Vthem, the sources said, unidenti- 
fied men raked an Israeli army 
patrol with gunfire near the 
Rafah cemetery, wounding the 
soldier. The sources said the area 
was closed off by the army after- 
wards. 
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Yfinhe in Gulf 

ABU DHABI (AFP) — A 
Chinese freighter suspected by 
Washington of canying chemical 
weapons components for Iran en- 
tered the Gulf Tuesday after 
Beijing agreed to an inspection 
by Saudi officials. The 21,000- 
tonne Yinhe sailed through t te 
strategic Strait of Hormuz and 
into the Gulf after spending 
almost three weeks on the high 
seas m the Gulf of Oman sha- 
dowed by the U.S. Navy. China 
said it had agreed to let Saudi 
Arabia inspect the vessel and was 
sending a team to the Saudi port 
.. of Dammam on the Gulf coast. 

Kuwaiti emir visits * 
Lebanon 

BEIRUT (AFP) — The emir of 
Kuwait Tuesday met President 
Elias Hrawi and become the first 
Arab head of state to visit Leba- 
non for almost two decades. 
Sheikh Jaber Al Ahmad Al 
Sabah left the country after a 
four-hour visit held under tight 
security. It was the first visit to 
Lebanon tty an Arab head of 
state since before the Lebanese 
war of 1975-1990. The Kuwaiti 
ruler arrived in Lebanon by car. 
Prime Minister Rafiq Hariri met 
him at the Syrian border and 
Lebanese army troops were de- 
^ ployed 70 kilometres along the 
^ road to the presidential palace at 
^aabda. outside Beirut. 

Babangida plans to 
quit tomorrow 

ABUJA (AFP) — Nigerian milit- 
ary leader Ibrahim Babangida 
will formally give up the pres- 
idency Thursday and hand over 
power to an interim government, 
his spokesman said here Tuesday. 
Spokesman Dura Onabulc told 
AFP: “A farewell parade will be 
held for him on Thursday at 10:00 
a.m. (0900 GMT) on the parade 
ground” here in the federal capit- 
al. He said members of the in- 
terim government would be 
sworn in on . Thursday “im- 
mediately after the farewell para- 
de in honour of Ibrahim Badama- 
si Babangida.” 


Militants kill Copt 
accused of blast 

CAIRO (AFP) — Muslim mili- 
tants have shot dead a mentally ill 
Coptic Christian they accused of 
a bomb attack in Cairo that killed 
seven people, police said Tues- 
day. Gunmen shot dead Khaled 
Yehia Theophiles, a 20-year-old 
agronomy student, in a busy 
street in Abnub near Asyut m 
southern Egypt Monday evening, 
police blamed the outlawed Al 
Gamaa AJ Islamiyah, *" J 

accused Theophiles of 
out a car-bomb attack i 
Cairo on May 21 that killed seven 
people and wounded 20. The 
bombing was never claimed, but 
police suspected Muslim nuh- 
lants. Theophiles was arrested at 
■) the scene along with other sus- 
jgets and said he had carried out 

'Se attack, but investigators ruled 

him out when they realised he 
was mentally ill and in Cairo for 
treatment. 
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King, Arafat assess peace 
process and coordination 


By a Jordan Tiroes Staff Reporter 
with agency dispatches 

■ AMMAN — His Majesty King 
Hussein met with Yasser Arafat 
Tuesday against a background of 
open dissent wi thin the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
over the 21-momh-old Middle 
East peace process and PLO fi- 
nances. 

The King's talks with Mr. Ara- 
fat also came against the back- 
drop of differences over propos- 
als for a partial Israeli withdrawal 
from the occupied territories. 

The King said in an interview 
with AFP Monday that Mr. Ara- 
fat had not consulted Jordan on 
the idea of Palestinians gaining 
control of the Gaza Strip and the 
West Bank city of Jericho as a 
first step towards self-rule in the 
territories. 

The King met the PLO chair- 
man at the royal palarn before 
leaving pn a visit to Oman. 

Mr. Arafat Saturday called on 
Israel to withdraw from Gaza and 
Jericho at the start of an interim 
period of Palestinian self-rule. 

PLO spokesman Yasser Abed 
Rabbo, accompanying Mr. Ara- 
fat, said here Tuesday that Israel 
might soon agree to such a with- 
drawal. 

But the King told AFP he had 
not examined the possibility of a 
partial Israeli withdrawal from 
the West Bank. 

“We are awaiting an opportun- 
ity to look at this question and 
that of general coordination with 
the Palestinians as soon as possi- 
ble in order to avoid any negative 
repercussions.” he said. 

King Hussein commented it 
was "strange that while Arab 
states are discussing the status of 
their occupied territories the 
Palestinians are negotiating an 
interim step towards a final solu- 
tion." 

"The question I ask myself is, 
what is it an interim step to- 
wards?” 

The King, who flew to Oman 
later Tuesday, met with Mr. Ara- 
fat for a short period, unlike 
previous enco un ter s over the past 
year which lasted for several 
hours, officials said. 

Jordanian officials sought to 
play down the differences be- 
tween the King and Mr. Arafat. 

"It was a routine visit and the 
talks centred on the process of 
negotiations with Israel.” one 
official commented. 


The Jordan News Agency. Pet- 
ra. said the two leaders discussed 
Jordanian- Palestinian coordina- 
tion and means of forging closer 
inter-Arab cooperation in prepa- 
ration of the 11th round of peace 
talks. 

The meeting was attended by 
Prime Minister Abdul Salam Al 
Majali. Royal Court Chief 
Khaled Karaki, Palestinian 
Ambassador to Jordan Al Tayeb 
Abdul Rahim and member of the 
PLO Executive Committee Abed 
Rabbo and PLO official Bashir 
Al Barghouu. 

The King and Mr. Arafat also 
held « dosed session, during 
which they “consulted on the 
means and conditions necessary 
to make the peace process 
achieve its objectives.” Petra 
said. 

Later Tuesday, Mr. Arafat and 
Prime Minister Majali chaired a 
meeting of the Joint Higher 
Jordanian- Palestinian Committee 
during which they discussed the 
outcome of meeting of the joint 
Jordanian- Palestinian commit- 
tees' held over the past two days 
(see story below) and reviewed 
the present and future percep- 
tions of Jordanian-Palestinian re- 
lations. Pcrra said, 

•‘the two sides stressed the 
need to crystallise a unified Arab 
position in the Uth round of 
peace talks,” which will start in 
Washington next Tuesday, Petra 
said. 

The Jordanian side to the talks 
included Information Minister 
Ma'n Abu Nowar. Minister of 
State for Prime Ministry Affairs 
Jawad Al Anani and Minister of 
State for Foreign Affairs Tala! Al 
Hassan. 

The Palestinian side included 
PLO executives Abed Rabbo, 
Yasser Amr and Suleiman Al 
Najjab and Mohammad Zubdi AJ 
Nashoshibi. head of the Palesti- 
nian economic affairs depart- 
ment, in addition to Ambassador 
Abdul Rahim. 

Mr. Abed Rabbo said mean- 
while Israel could soon pull out of 
the Gaza Strip and Jericho as a 
first step towards Palestinian self- 
rule in the occupied territories. 

“There is a possibility, in the 
near future, that Israel will mtcc 
to withdraw from the Gaza Strip 
and the Jericho region, as a first 
step," Mr. Abed Rabbo said. 
“This would be a historic achieve- 
ment" for the Palestinians. 

He told AFP, however, that 


Israel had not yet made any such 
commitment. 

Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin said Tuesday Palestinian 
delegation would broach the idea 
of gaining autonomy in Gaza and 
Jericho first. 

"We are ready to discuss all 
kinds of proposals that will adv- 
ance the transfer from the present 
situation to a situation in which 
the Palestinian residents ... will 
take over running their own 
lives.” Mr. Rabin said. 

He said that Israel would not 
object to accelerating the transfer 
process and withdrawing Israeli 
forces from the Gaza Strip. 

For a final peace agreement, 
the Palestinians would need ini- 
tial financial aid of at least S2 
billion dollars from Europe, the 
United States, Japan and Arab 
states, he said. 

A local report said Tuesday 
Jordan has told Palestinians it 
expects a measure of sovereignty 
over East Jerusalem if Israel re- 
turns it to Arabs hands under a 
peace accord. 

The Arabic-language daily 
Sawt Al Shaab said a draft paper 
was submitted to a Jordanian- 
Palestinian committee on Arab 
Jerusalem set up by King Hussein 
and Mr. Arafat last month. 

It emphasises Amman's histor- 
ic role over Jerusalem. 

"Hence, the Jordanian role, 
and within this concept of under- 
standing, has a prime duty espe- 
cially in filling the sovereignty 

S p, a point mat will be raised 
>m time to time," it quoted the 
document as saying. 

The document could not be 
immediately authenticated. 

The committee will discuss 
geographic, religious, demog- 
raphic and political matters re- 
lated to the city, the newspaper 
said. 

“The Jerusalem Committee 
will discuss all these issues, con- 
sidering that the Palestinians 
partly have the right to demand 
the geographic dimension while 
at the same time the city's reli- 
gious and historic dimension rep- 
resents a main interest for Jordan 
because it historically inherited 
this,” it quoted the document as 
saying. 

Pints denies PLO talks hi Stock- 
holm, page 2 

Fateh lea der urges Arafat to quit; 
PLO asks diplomats to resign, 
W 10 


Joint committees meet; talks 
on economic relations ‘ positive’ 


By P.V. Vivekanand 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Two joint 
Jordanian-Palestinian commit- 
tees entrusted with the task of 
working oat short-term and 
long-range aspects of coopera- 
tion and coordination between 
the two banks of the River 
Jordan Tuesday held their first 
meeting and a senior official 
said the discussions went well. 

Marwan Dudin, a member 
of the Jordanian delegation to 
peace talks with Israel and a 
former minister, described the 
meeting of the committee on 
economic cooperation as posi- 
tive. 

“We found a very optimistic 
futuristic outlook among our 
counterparts." said Dr. Dudin. 
who boded an eight-member 
Jordanian team to the meeting. 

The other committee which 
met Tuesday will deal with 
security ana border affairs. 
The Jordanian side to the talks 
was beaded by Major-General 
Tahsin Sburdom and the 
Palestinian side was led by 
Ziad Abu Ziad. 

No details were available on 
this committee's talks. The 
Jordan News Agency, Petra, 
said the two sides agreed to 
“pursue coordination and con- 
sultations and to meet whenev- 
er the need arises." 

The two committees are 
among six panels set op last 
month, the other four deal 
with refugee affaire, waterf 
armament and regional secur- 
ity and the environment. It was 
not known when these commit- 
tees will meet. 

Dr. Dudin said issues discus- 
sed at the economic forum, 



k. 

Marwan Dudin 

held at the Foreign Ministry, 
included possibility of reopen- 
ing Jordanian commercial 
banks in the occupied territor- 
ies and trade between the East 
and West Banks of the river. 

Dr. Dudin said the discus- 
sions focused on economic 
cooperation in phases: “The 
phase between rlow and the 
beginning of the (interim) 
Palestinian self-rule period and 
the phase after that, when, 
hopefully the Palestinians will 
have sovereignty over their 
economic affairs." 

“Sky will be the ceiling for 
Jordanian-Palestinian coopera- 
tion after the Palestinians re- 
gain their complete rights,” 
said Dr. Dudin. 

According to Dr. Dudin. the 
Palestinian side is highly in- 
terested in seeing Jordanian 
banks reopen their branches in 
the occupied territories during 
the interim period. 

Repeated reports have said 


that at least one bank b poised 
to reopen four of its branches 
in the occupied West Bank, 
but senior Jordanian officiate 
say it b premature to reach 
such a conclusion since several 
fundamental issues remain un- 
addressed. 

Mr. Dudin reaffirmed tilts 
position and said Jordan would 
consider the issue against the 
backdrop of conditions and 
prerequisites that Israel seeks 
to impose. 

“It is only natural that the 
Palestinians feel they have to 
get out of the economic grip of 
Israel.” said Dr. Dudin. “Tncy 
are not only imprisoned physi- 
cally but also economically." 

The Israelb are trying to 
ensure chat the Palestinians’ 
economic dependence on the 
Jewish state U retained regard- 
less of their status, and Jordan 
as well as the Palestinians are 
well aware of it, he added. 

Another issue on the table 
was trade between the West 
and East Banks, he said, not- 
ing that the Palestinians ex- 
ported between S30 million 
and S75 million worth of goods 
— mainly agricultural produce, 
marble and stones — to Jordan 


eve 


S year. 
u 


tut exports from the East 
Bank to the Palestinians are nil 
since the occupation author- 
ities do not permit the Palesti- 
nians to buy Jordanian goods," 
he said. 'Inb is an area which 
we have to look imp." 

Dr. Dudin described the 
Jordanian team in the econo- 
mic committee as “high 
calibre." 


(Continued on page 3) 



Hk M*|etty King Hntgeln Tuesday meets P al es ti n ia n leader 


Arafat (Petra photo) 


King, Qaboos review means 
to restore Arab solidarity 


By a Jordan Tiroes 
Staff Reporter 

MUSCAT — Hb Majesty King 
Hussein and Saltan Qaboos Ben 
Sa'id of Oman Tuesday discussed 
Arab and regional issues as well 
as means to restore Arab solidar- 
ity, the Jordan News Agency, 
Petra, said. 

The agency said Sultan Qaboos 
and the King, who arrived here 
Tuesday evening, expressed 
“pride in the brotherly relations 
(between Jordan and Oman)." 

The agency did not elaborate, 
but the King's vise to Muscat was 
widely seen as another step to- 
wards healing the Arab rift 
caused by the Gulf crisis sparked 
by the August 1990 Iraqi invasion 
of Kuwait. 

“The King will review with 
Sultan Qaboos inter-Arab rela- 
tions and prospects for Arab soli- 
darity and reconciliation,” said a 
Jordanian official, speaking on 
condition of anonymity. 

Oman and Jordan have tradi- 
tionally had dose ties. The strain 
caused in Jordan's relations with 
the Gulf states led by Saudi Ara- 


bia in tbe wake of the Iraqi 
invasion of Kuwait did not extend 
to Amman's relations with Mus- 
cat. 

Tbe sultanate has been trying 
to mediate the rift without suc- 
cess. 

King Hussein is a close friend 
of Sultan Qaboos. The two men, 
both graduates of Britain’s San- 
dhurst Military Academy, often 
visit each other and exchange 
telephone calls. Tbe Monarch vi- 
sited Oman last on Jan. 16. 

His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan visited Qatar two 
weeks ago. 

The rift in Jordan's relations 
with Gulf states was caused by its 
refusal to join the U.S.-led coali- 
tion against Iraq. 

On Sunday, Prime Minister 
Abdul Salam Al Majali told re- 
porters be saw encouraging signs 
in efforts to mend fences with the 
Gulf states. 

“Our bands are stretched wide 
open to them and things are 
promising with some of our 
brothers in the Gulf." Dr. Majali 
said. “We hope this will also be 
the case with others.” 


The King is accompanied on 
the vial by His Royal Highness 
Prince Tala! Ben Mohammad, 
tbe military secretary of the King, 
Chief of Royal Protocol Moham- 
mad Al Adwan and the Jordanian 
ambassador to Oman. 

They attended the King's talks 
with Sultan Qaboos. On the 
Omani side, the meeting was 
attended by the deputy prime 
minister and minister for financial 
and economic affairs, the minis- 
ter of court, the minister of the 
Sultan’s office affairs, and the 
minister of state for foreign 
affairs. 

King Hussein was received 
upon arrival at Salalah airport by 
Sultan Qaboos. the deputy prime 
minister and minister for financial 
and economic affairs and senior 
Omani officials. 

Upon departure from Amman, 
the King was seen off by His 
Royal Highness Prince Moham- 
mad. the personal representative 
of the King, and Their Royal 
Highnesses Prince Faisal and 
Prance AJi, Prime Minister Ma- 

( Continued on page 10) 


American 
guarantees 
to plug 
Israeli 
deficit 

TEL AVIV (R) — Israel said 
Tuesday it would up the S10 
billion in U.S. loan guarantees to 
help fund its 1994 budget deficit, 
reversing a pledge given when 
Washington approved the aid. 

Treasury budget director 
David Brodet told reporters in a 
briefing on next year's budget 
that Washington had approved 
the use of S600 million in loan 
guarantees, a change from earlier 
plans to use all the funds for 
economic investment. 

Mr. Brodet said the proposed 
114 billion shekel budget (S40 
billion) for 1994 projected a de- 
ficit of three per cent of gross 
domestic product (GDP) — six 
billion shekels (S2.14 billion) — 
compared to 3.5 per cent this 
year. 

“We will fund it... from priva- 
tisation (of banks and other sute 
companies) and from American 
loan guarantee funds allowed to 
go into the budget which arc close 
to 600 million.” Mr. Brodet said. 

After the election of Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin in 1992, 
Washington granted Israel S10 
billion in loan guarantees spread 
over five years from this year but 
asked they not be used to cover 
the government deficit. 

Mr. Brodet defended the use of 
the funds in the general budget, 
raying the remaining $1.4 billion 
of the $2 billion in loan guaran- 
tees for 1994 would “go for busi- 
ness.” 

Further privatisation of gov- 
ernment controlled banks and 
other companies was projected to 
add up to four billion shekels 
($1.4 billion) to government cof- 
fers in 1994, he said. 

Washington, which gives $3 
billion annually to Israel — the 
lion's share of its foreign aid 
budget — has urged it to speed up 
privatisation of the large state 
sector and warned that aid may 
not always flow so freely. 


180 exiles 
to return 
Sept. 10 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — The Israeli army 
will bring back 180 Palestinian 
expellees around Sept. 10, but 
most will be jailed while inves- 
tigations are carried out into each 
case, the military police chief said 
Tuesday. 

“It is very probable that all 
those who return will be arrested 
for inquiries and their period of 
detention will be determined by 
the law," Colonel Motti Biran 
told Israeli radio. 

Col. Biran said after initial 
arrest tbe men, who were expel- 
led on Dec. 17 as Islamic fun- 
dcmcnialtsts, would either be 
freed, held for further inquiries 
or charged and sentenced. 

Expellees spokesman Abdul 
Aziz Rantisi announced Tuesday 
that Israel had agreed to repatri- 
ate on Sept. 8 and 9 more than 
200 of the exiles stranded in 
southern Lebanon. 

He said from the exile’s camp 
at Marj Al Zofaour chat 205 of tbe 
396 exiles would be allowed 
home. He predicted that the re- 
mainder would be repatriated be- 
fore Dec. 17. 

In Tel Aviv, Israel defence 
ministry spokesman Oded Ben 
Ami refused to confirm or deny if 
a date had been set. “We are not 
giving an exact date. We are 
working on tbe whole problem. 
Only once we have all tbe in- 
formation will be announce it,” 
he told AFP. 

Israel expelled 415 Palestinians 
from the occupied territories last 
war after tbe Islamic Resistance 
Movement Hamas claimed re- 
sponsibility for killing several 
Israelis. Lebanon refused to take 
care of them and they were 
stranded in South Lebanon. 

Nineteen who were sick or 
expelled by mistake have been 
brought bade. 

Tbe remaining 396. who de- 
manded that Israel let them ail 
return together, finally voted on 
Aug. IS to accept an Israeli timet- 
able for a straggered return. 


Rabin outlines view of Lebanon peace 


DEIR AL BALAH, occupied 
Gaza Strip (Agencies) — Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
Tuesday outlined for the first 
tune how a peace agreement 
could be readied with Lebanon in 
a period of months, bat warned 
that Syria might Mode it. 

Speaking just days before the 
next round of the talks is sche- 
duled to convene m Washington. 
Mr. Rabin said the agreement 
would come in several stages 
including deploying tbe Lebanese 
army closer to tbe Israeli border 
and disarming the militia Hizbol- 
lah. > 

Asserting that Israel had no 
territorial claims in Lebanon, Mr. 
Rabin suggested that tbe final 
stage would be an Israeli troop 
withdrawal from the country. 

“We would very much wel- 
come if tbe Lebanese government 
were to deploy its army further 
south within Lebanon and de- 
monstrate to us that it is capable 
of constrolling what is happening 
in its territory," Mr. Rabin told a 
press conference at tbe opening 


of a water desalination plant 
here. 

The opening was postponed 
after nine Israeli soldiers died last 
week in an ambush claimed by 
Hizbollafa in the southern strip of 
Lebanon that Israel occupies. It 
has occupied the zone since 1985 
in an attempt to stop attacks on 
its northern settlements. 

Mr. Rabin said if the Lebanese 
army were deployed just north of 
that zone and could disarm Hiz- 
boilah. it would take about six to 
nine months to develop the confi- 
dence needed for a peace treaty. 

The Lebanese government has 
been reluctant to move against 
Hizbollah, citing genera] support 
for its attacks against Israel 
troops on Lebanese soil. Its new- 
ly reconstituted army is not dear- 
ly strong enough to defang the 
militia. Finally, United Nations 
peacekeeping troops fear that 
putting the Israeli and Lebanese 
army close together might stir 
dashes. 

Mr. Rabin blamed Syria for the 


continuing tension in southern 
Lebanon by blocking the govern- 
ment from deploying about 3,000 
troops farther south. 

“Under the pressure of Syria 
they could not deploy the number 
of Lebanese forces they wanted 
to,” he said. 

Israel meanwhile sent more big 
guns into its “security zone" in 
South Lebanon after guerrillas 
made their second attack in five 
days. 

Security sources said five artil- 
lery guns were towed over the 
border to the southern town of 
Marjayoun, headquarters of the 
Israeli-backed South Lebanon 
Army (SLA) militia. 

Six self-propelled artillery 
pieces entered the zone on Sun- 
day, the first reinforcements since 
Hizbollah blew up and killed nine 
Israeli soldiers in the south last 
Thursday. 

The Israeli death toll was the 
heaviest for one day in Lebanon 
since 1985 and Israel has vowed 
to avenge the killings. 


Two Iraqi ex- ambassadors defect 


LONDON (Agencies) — Two 
Iraqi ambassadors, one a former 
justice minister, defected to join 
the opposition Tuesday, conde- 
mning what they called the Iraqi 
regime. 

Hisham Al Shawi, a former 
justice minister and until now 
ambassador to Canada, and 
Hamed Al Jubouri, ambassador 
to Tunisia until he retired last 
week, announced their decision 
at a news conference in London. 

British officials said the two 
diplomats had been given permis- 
sion to stay in Britain. 

Mr. Shawi, 62. who is also a 
former ambassador to Britain, 
said: “I publicly declare my 
opposition to the regime in Bagh- 
dad." 

He said the government 
“admits no mistake and feels no 
responsibility. It takes no 
advice... it is persistent in its 
perversity and deep-rooted in its 
arrogance.” 

Hoped-for opposition to the 
regime within the country after 
the 1991 Gulf war had founded, 
he said, so he was throwing his 
weight behind exile opposition 


groups, in particular the London- 
based Iraqi National Congress. 

“My sense of duty dictates con- 
frontation and open challenge if 
this situation is to be resolved 
before everything is lost.” Mr. 
Shawi said. He said his immedi- 
ate fondly was with him in Lon- 
don. 

Mr. Jubouri, 61, said he and 
Shawi were joining forces with 
tbe opposition to build an Iraq 
where “human rights are re- 
spected, where tbe sovereignty, 
independence and' unity of Iraq 
are safeguarded within a demo- 
cratic, pluralistic framework and 
where the people witl determine 
font own fate.” 

Tbe Foreign Office confirmed 
the two men have been granted 
visitor visas. A spokesman, 
speaking anonymously in keeping 
with British custom, said “it’s up 
to them" to decide whether to 
apply for political asylum. 

Mr. Shawi was turned away by 
the Canadian government earlier 
this summer. 

Mr.Shawi thought he bad a 
deal to settle in Canada just as 


ex-diplomat Mohammad Al 
Mashat did in 1991, dissident 
Jawad Has him said Tuesday. 

Mr. Hashim, a former Iraqi 
cabinet minister who master- 
minded Mr. Mashat’s fast-track 
immigration to Canada, said that 
a carefully planned entry to 
Canada for Mr. Shawi fell apart 
when Canadian officials got ner- 
vous. 

An Iraqi diplomat said in Am- 
man the two defectors had retired 
last month. 

"They had reached the official 
retirement age of 63, and there- 
fore the Iraqi government termin- 
ated their services in July." the 
diplomat told news agencies. 

"They have been relieved of 
their duties and no longer repre- 
sent the Iraqi government," he 
said. 

British radio said one of the 
men is believed to have sensitive 
information about Iraq's efforts 
to rearm following the Gulf war. 

But a spokesman for the Inter- 
national Institute for Strategic 
Studies doubled they possessed 
high-grade technical intelligence. 








•/ ,C5SS 


2 


Middle East News 


Turkey wants U.N. to 
review Iraq embargo 


ANKARA (R) — Turkey wants 
the U.N. Security Council to 
review trade sanctions against 
Iraq, saying they have proved 
ineffective and have damaged 
Turkish interests. 

Volfcan Vural, foreign policy 
adviser to Prime Minister Tansu 
Ciller, said Tuesday that persuad- 
ing the Western allies to re think 
the embargo was one of Turkey’s 
main priorities. 

“It has not achieved its objec- 
tive." he told Reuters. “It has 
hurt the Iraqi people, but not 
brought about change." 

Turkey, he said, had lost up to 
$3 billion a year in trade, services 
and revenue from the oil pipeline 
it shares with Iraq in the three 
years since the United Nations 
imposed sanctions on Baghdad 
for invading Kuwait in August 
1990. 

Mr. Vural said Ankara did not 
plan to step out of line with the 
world community on Iraq or “re- 
ward Iraq for its aggression 
against Kuwait," but wanted its 
legitimate interests considered. 

“We will remain committed to 
the fulfilment of the embargo as 
long as it is sustained by the 
United Nations,” he said. “We 
want the Security Council to look 
at it from a new perspective, 
taking into account the losses 
suffered by Turkey." 

Turkey firmly backed the U.S.- 
led coalition in the Gulf war 
against Iraq in 1991, letting allied 
bombers use Turkish bases. 

It has since let U.S.. French 
and British planes use the same 
bases to patrol northern Iraq to 
deter any Iraqi government 
attacks on Iraqi Kurds. 

Ms. Ciller, who has been pre- 
senting Turkey's viewpoint on the 
sanctions to a succession of visit- 
ing U.S. congressmen, is ex- 
pected to visit Washington for 
talks with President Bill Clinton 
in iate September or early Octo- 
ber. 

“She »iii probably raise the 
irsue then." Mr. Vural said. 

Ankara’s most urgent concern 
is to empty, cleanse and refill the 
1.6 million-barrel-per-day pipe- 
line from the Kirkuk oil fields in 
Iraa to a terminal on the Turkish 


pumped from Iraq to complete 
the maintenance operation. 

They said pumping stations in 
northern Iraq would need repairs 
costing about $18 million before 
this could be done. 

Saudi Arabia has already 
drained Iraqi crude from the ex- 
port pipelines across its territory, 
the sources said. 

Asked if Turkey might accept 
an oii-for-debt arrangement simi- 
lar to the one under which the 
United Nations allows Jordan to 
import Iraqi crude for domestic 
use without any cash changing 
hands, Mr. Vural said: “This is 
one option." 

Iraq owes Turkey about $2 
billion, he added. 

Mr. Vural said the sanctions 
had blocked trade with a neigh- 
bour which was once of a major 
trading partner and further de- 
pressed the economy of the rebel- 
lious, mainly Kurdish southeast. 

Despite its financial difficul- 
ties, Turkey, saddled with debt 
and still paying the cost of con- 
structing the now-idle pipeline, 
was trying to help the emerging 
countries of Central Asia, the 
Balkans and the Caucasus, he 
said. 

Mr. Vural reiterated Turkey’s 
concern that Iraq's territorial in- 
tegrity be preserved for the sake 
of regional stability. 

“We believe that a tamed Iraq, 
respecting international laws, 
would be an asset to regional 
balance and stability,” he said. 
“Of course it’s the Iraqis 1 respon- 
sibility to act in accordance with 
international law." 

The United Nations has pre- 
viously offered to let Iraq export 
oil worth S1.6 billion through 
Turkey to pay for imports of food 
and medicine, relief work and 
war reparations. Iraq has rejected 
the offer, saying the conditions 
violate its sovereignty. 





■JOINT COMMITTEE: Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam Al M^jali with Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat after a meeting Tuesday of the joint 


Jordanian-Palestinian Higher Committee (Photo by 
Aynsley Floyd) 


Court rejects new Demjanjuk bid 


U.N. due in Baghdad 


Three U.N. missile experts mil 
head for Baghdad Wednesday to 
monitor missile tests at two sites 
near Baghdad, a U.N. official 
said Tuesday. 


Mediterranean coast. 


Oil sources said the 980 
kilometres pipeline contains 7.2 
million barrels of crude and twice 
•h?t irncjTit would have to be 


Team leader Gny MarteQe said 
they would stay in Iraq as long as 


they are needed by the U.N. 
special commission responsible 
for s cra p p ing Iraq's weapons of 
mass destruction. 


TEL AVTV (AP) — Israel's sup- 
reme, court Tuesday rejected an 
appeal from holocaust memorial 
group that demanded police in- 
vestigate whether John Demjan- 
juk committed war crimes at two 
Nazi concentration camps. 

The ruling, however, had no 
bearing on an earlier court deci- 
sion to keep Mr. Demjanjuk in 
jail until Sept. 2 when Chief 
Justice Meir Shamgar scheduled a 
hearing on holocaust survivors’ 
demands- for a new war crimes 
trial. 

It also came a day after Nazi 
hunters said one holocaust survi- 
vor claimed she remembered Mr. 
Demjanjuk as a guard in the 
Sobibor camp in Nazi-occupied 
Poland. 

The woman, Esther Raab of 
Vineland, New Jersey, could 
prove critical to efforts to per- 
suade Israel's supreme court to 
put Mr. Demjanjuk on trial a 
second time. 

The Los Angeles-based Simon 
Wiesenthal Centre, a Nazi hunt- 
ing group, hoped to take a de- 
position from her by Wednesday, 
according to EfraiiA Zuroff, 
director of the Wiesenthal cen- 
tre’s Israel office. 

Ed. Nishnic, Mr. Demjanjuk's 


son-in-law and family spokes- 
man, said in Ohio Monday that 
Mrs. Raab bad failed on several 
occasions to pick Mr. Derajan- 
juk’s picture from a photo lineup. 

“These alleged Nazi hunters 
are so determined to build up 
another false case against' Mr. 
Demjanjuk that they have bo 
feeling whatsoever for dragging 
survivors through public tor- 
ment,” Mr. Nishnic said. . 

Mr. Demjanjuk, 73,'tfas ac- 
quitted July 29 of being “Ivan the 
•terrible,” a guard at Treblinka 
camp who operated gas cham- 
bers.. But. Ins deportation has 
been delayed four times following 
appeals to have him tried for 
allegations he was a guard at 
Sobibor and other camps. 

Tuesday's appeal was by the 
Lapid Movement, a privately 
funded holocaust memorial 
group. It asked justices to order 
police to look for survivor witnes- 
ses to support documents suggest- 
ing Mr. Demjanjuk served at the 
Regensburg and Flossenburg 
concentration camps. They prop- 
osed ads be placed in newspapers 
asking survivors to come forward. 

The three-member court panel 
rejected the appeal, agreeing 
with attorney general Yosef Har- 


ish’s view that there was “no 
room for another police inves- 
tigation," Justice Ministry 
spokeswoman Orit Sbemesh said. 

- Mr. Sbemesh also quoted Jus- 
tice Gabriel Bach, who headed 
the panel, as ruling there was no 
reason to alter his Aug. 18 ruling, 
rejecting survivors’ appeals to re- 
try Mr. Demjanjuk. 

Other djppellants. including 
holocaust survivors, last week 
won a reprieve until Sept. 2 to 
petition for a larger panel .of 
justices to review their case. 

“We certainly are not happy 
but will honour the decision," 
Lapid spokesman Arieh Barnea 
said after Tuesday’s court ruling. 

Mr. Barnea said be thought 
Israel stood a better chance of 
convicting Mr. Demjanjuk for 
being a guard at Flossenburg and 
Regensburg because there would 
be no question of double jeopar- 
dy. Sobibor was part of the pro- 
secution's case against Mr. Dera- 
janjuk at the first triaL 

‘ The Ukrainian-born Demjan- 
juk has denied being at these 
camps, and says he was incarcer- 
ated in a German camp after 
being captured as a Soviet Red 
Army soldier. 


Iraq complains of U.N. bullying 


By .Andrew Katell 

The Associated Press 


UNITED NATIONS — First 
it was 3 demand for Iraq to 
scrap its weapons of mass 
destruction. Then Baghdad 
was to reveal its foreign 
weapons suppliers. Then it 
was to accept long-term 
monitoring of its weapons 


programmes 
The list of U.N. demands 
has been growing as U.N. 
inspectors nibble at Iraq’s 
military powers, shifting the 
line in the sand each time. 

Iraqi and U.N. officials are 
to meet here next week to 
review Baghdad's complaints 
that it is being buflied. — 
Iraq accuses U.N. weapons 
inspectors of trying to keep it 
on the defensive and perhaps 
bring down President Sad- 
dam Hussein. The United 
Nations says it is following a 
consistent strategy to ensure 
Iraq complies with Gulf war 
ceasefire terms. 

Since the Security Council 
decided to strip Baghdad of 
its nuclear, biological and 
chemical weapons as punish- 
ment for its invasion of 
Kuwait three years ago this 
month, confrontations be- 
tween the .United Nations 
and Iraq have been frequent, 
and sometimes violent. 

After Iraq refused to allow 
unconditional travel by U.N. 


weapons inspectors and 
guarantee their safety, U.S. 
warships in January fired mis- 
siles at what Washington said 
was a factory near Baghdad 
involved in uranium enrich- 
ment. In June, the Security 
Council warned Iraq it faced 
a military strike if h did not 
allow U.N. inspectors to in- 
stall cameras at missle test 
sites. 

Experts outside the United 
Nations say many of the 
problems have occurred be- 
cause the inspectors are writ- 
ing tiie book as .they go about 
demilitarising a country and 
because Iraq has not been 
cooperating. 

Rolf Ekeus, head of the 
U.N. Special Commission 
making the weapons inspec- 
tions, says Iraq has “systema- 
tically^ tried to limit U.N. 
investigators’ rights as well as 
its own. ceasefire obligations. 

“It is continuously Iraq that 
has created these series of 
problems," Mr. Ekeus said in 
an interview with The Associ- 
ated Press. 

Iraq counters that it has 
been cooperating with 
weapons inspectors and has 
not been rewarded with an 
easing of economic sanctions. 
It says it is entitled to ack- 
nowledgment of its progress 
in complying with ceasefire 
terms and a list of what else it 
must do before sanctions can 
be eased. A 15-member Iraqi 


delegation headed by Gener- 
al Amer Rasheed, chief of 
Iraq's. Military-Industrial 
Commission, is expected to 
make these arguments in a 
-meeting with Mr. Ekeus at. 
U.N. headquarters on Aug. 
31. 

While Mr. Ekeus and out- 
side specialists give Iraq cre- 
dit for coming clean in a 
number of areas, they say the 
inspectors are not finished 
and do not think Iraq should 
be given too much informa- 
tion about their plans, such as 
what monitoring equipment 
they will use. 

“The last thing in the world 
one wishes to do is give the 
monitored country advance 
notice of how you’re going to 
do it. Yon give them a lot of 
time to figure out how to get 
around your steps.” said Pe- 
ter D.g Zimmerman of the 
Centre for International 
Strategic Studies, a Washing- 
ton thinktank. 

Iraq's complaint that it is 
being bullied might find some 
sympathy among Third 
World nations, but not in 
Washington. 

“Iraq has brought its own 
troubles onto itself, so I don't 
think the question of fairness 
is even an a ppropr i ate ques- 
tion. Iraq has committed an 
international aggression and 
they deserve to be 
punished,” said Kenneth 
Tim merman, a staff member 


of the house sub-committee 
on international organisa- 
tions and human rights. 

A former Bush administra- 
tion official says Iraq de- 
serves to be treated like a 
pariah. 

“Iraq forfeited the normal 
rights to sovereignty by what 
it's done to its people and its 
neighbours. It is fair, war- 
ranted and necessary,” con- 
tended Richard Haass, who 
was President George Bush's 
National Security Council 
director for the Middle East. 

David Kaye, deputy leader 
of nuclear inspections in Iraq 
from March 199 1- January 
1992, believes the United Na- 
tions' handling of the inspec- 
tions has seemed haphazard 
because of Iraq's “cheat and 
retreat” approach — lying 
about its weapons program- 
mes, then telling the truth 
when challenged. 

Even with intrusive inspec- 
tions, 28 Security Council re- 
solutions, the use of force 
and diplomacy, some obser- 
vers doubt the United Na- 
tions will ever be able to 
declare that Iraq has met all 
demands and made a “full 
and complete disclosure’' of 
its weapons programmes, as 
the Security Council has de- 
manded. 

“We still don’t know it all 
and we probably won’t,” said 
Paul Beaver, editor of Jane's 
Defence Weekly in London. 


CAIRO (R) — Police have 
ordered a publisher to impound a 
book on militant Sheikh Omar 
Abdul Rahman which alleges 
Egyptian government figures met 
Muslim militants, the book's au- 
thor and publisher said Tuesday. 

Publisher Essam Kameleddm 
Mohammad said Interior Minfe- 
try officers made him sign a writ- 
ten undertaking not to distribute 
the book, called “Omar Abdul 
Rahman, the Earthquake that 
Shook the World,’ 1 until further 
notice. 

“It's a political book and so it is 
subject to the normal rules and 
censorship. I have 3,000 copies , 
here and will keep them until the 
book is cleared," he said. 

He said police told him on 


Sunday they were studying the 
book but gave no specific reason 


book but gave no specific reason 
for the order. 

Author Mohammad said it de- 
scribed meetings between gov- 
ernment figures and militants — a 
sensitive issue for the government 
which has denied negotiating with 
militants waging a campaign to 
overthrow it. 

Mr. Mohammad said the book 
described a meeting between 
Sheikh Abdul Rahman and for- 
mer Interior Minister Abdnl 
Halim Musa, sacked by President 
Hosui Mubarak in April when he 
indicated he had met indepen- 
dent Islamic denies mediating for 
the militants. 


Peres 
denies 
secret PLO 
talks in 
Stockholm 


COPENHAGEN (AFP) — 
Israeli Foreign Minister Shimon 
Peres on Tuesday denied reports 
that he had met with a senior 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) official in Stockholm 
last week. 

“No, I have not met with rep- 
resentatives of the PLO in Stock- 
holm. I met only with Swedes," 
be told journalists after talks tfith 
his Danish counterpart Neils 
Helveg Petersen. 

The Israeli daily paper Yediot 
Aharon ot on Tuesday reported 
that Mr. Peres bad held a secret 
meeting in the Swedish capital 
last week with a senior PLO 
offidal and that Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin bad approved the 
talks. 


Discussions had centred bn the 
PLO calls for Israel to withdraw 
from the Gaza Strip and the West 
Bank town of Jericho first and to 
grant the Palestinians full control 
before an overall agreement is 
reached on limited autonomy, the 
paper said. 

In Stockholm, Swedish foreign 
minis try spokesman Claes Jer- 
naeus said: ’There was nothing m 
the programme that we arranged. 
We’re not aware of anything of 
that kind." 


Mr. Rabin admitted Aug.’ 11 
that be allowed his ministers to 
meet PLO officials but described 
such initiatives as “negative." 

The prime minister insisted 
such talks were not held ' in' the 
name of his government. 

Environment Minister Yossi 
Sand saw a top PLO in Cairo 
recently and Shnlamit Atom met 
a senior PLO figure in Paris 
earlier this year when she was 
education minister. Both are 
members of the left-wing Meretz 
party. 


Egypt seizes 
book on 
sheikh 


A flurry of press reports in 
recent weeks have claimed Israel 
is conducting secret negotiations 
with the PLO to try to overcome 
the impasse at the Middle East 
peace negotiations. 

The Israeli parliament lifted a 
ban-on contacts with the PLO, in 
January bat at the Middle East 
peace talks Israel negotiates only 
with Palestinians from the occu- 
pied territories, who nonetheless 
take orders from the PLO based 
in Tunis. 


During his one-day visit to De- 
nmark, Mr. Peres held talks with 
Mr. Petersen on the Middle East 
peace process and economic 
cooperation. 

“We want, from the Danish 
government’s side, to come to a 
new trade agreement soon be- 
tween the European Community 
and Israel,” Mr. Petersen said. 

“And when there is a dear 
outlook for peace, then Denmark 
will be ready for economic coop- 
eration in the region,” be added. 

Mr. Peres was optimistic about 
the possibility of peace in the 
Middle East. 


“We. more or less have an 
agreement with Jordan. We do 
not have agreements with Leba- 
non, Syria or the Palestinians, but 
we want to negotiate seriously 
when talks start again" on Aug. 
31, Mr. Feres said. 

He admitted ’ the Palestinian 
negotiators were in reality led by 
the .FLO but indicated that was 
unimportant. 


“.We will concentrate on the 
contents of the discussions, but 
we are not blind when it conies to 
who we are talking to,” he said. 

Mr. Peres left Denmark for 
Israel early Tuesday after con- 
cluding a one-week tour of the 
Nordic countries. 


On Monday in Helsinki, Mr. 
Peres said be had asked economic 
assistance from Finland as well as 
from other Nordic countries' to 
ease the life of Palestinians in the 
Gaza Strip. 
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•9:15 
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Garlic ....j 

Grape* 

Guava 

Lemon 

Mbhikhia } 

Okra 

Otwm(dry) 


Bcini L Paris (Af) 

Romc(AZ) 

— .... Beirut (ME) 
Dubai (EM) 


Pear 


: per kg. . 
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440040-' 

'680 

.......... 620 

400/300 
-..200/100 
..... 360050 

.... 340/240 

„ 180/120 
... 320/250 
... 160/100 
... 370/27D 
... 750/500. 

300000 
.... 5W-4® : 

„ 270 / 200 

... iso/ j®. 

- 300/203 
.... M0/.5O 
..... 0SOK® 
... 220/180 
440000 
70OS» 
... 900600 „ 


r^PPcr (sweet) 

Potato ........... 

Tomato I"]!”""”' 

Swccnnelofl 
Watermelon .... 


160/ 1204 
240/ 100* 


Istanbul paper staff start hunger strike 

ANKARA (R) - U* staff of a 

3S(£fi22CS5t" capped, arrested Q 

“Ouroffices « raided almost eve^ 
subjected to constant surveillance, they said. Ayse^ 

ffiSl 5 detaine^her^but the authpriti«. had not 

acknowledged this. The daily’s correspondent in ffie 
pro^^of Biths, Ferfaat Tepe, was W^ap^^i^d^ 
eariier this month. The statement listed ^eotherO^nr Gun^etn 
journalists who had been detained, mdudmg Nezahet teja 
reporter in Mardin province, who it said was eight 
pregnant. The staff said they were starting ffiei^u^r s^ke 
outside the Human Rights Association headquarters in Istanbul. 

8 million Iranians live by carpet industry: 


NICOSIA (R) — Eight million of Iran’s 60 million people earn 
tbeir living by producing and seDing Persian carpets, accoraingto 
the Tehran Times. About two million are weavers, rt raid. The 
figures, carried by tbe official Iranian news agency IRN>V werqj 
given in a comment on a carpet exhibition which op ened m Tehnffi 
on Monday. The daily called for the creation of a central mithon^ 
to develop the industry and improve working conditions for rural 
weavers, IRNA said. 


MOSCOW (R) — Russian police used force to evict SomaB 
refugees from the compound of the United Nations High Commis- 
sioner for Refugees (UNHCR) in Moscow on Monday evenfeg, 
witnesses said. The police used batons against several dozen 
refugees who had broken into the compound to protest at what 
they regard as the neglect of tbeir needs by the UNHCR. A doctor 
at the scene said two men and a woman had been taken to bospjtal 
with minor injuries. “We have been here for three weeks without 
proper food, we want to show the world what is happening to ts,” 
one demonstrator said after the brief dash. A group of about 300 
people from Somalia have been camped for the last three weeks in 
makeshift tent jand huts outside the fence of the UNHCR building. 
Their demands for political asylum have not been accepted. “TEgry 
behaved improperly so force had to be used to remove them^e 
city offidal said by telephone. 


TEL AVTV (AFP) — A right-wing Israeli justice ministry offidal 
resigned Monday to avoid punitive measures for insulting a 
left-wing deputy, and deprived Jewish settlers in the occupied 
territories of an important ally. Felia Albeck, SS, the state 
prosecutor’s top dyO department offidal, was noted for her 
ultra-nationalist positions and last month lashed' out at Haim Ofbn, 
a member of parliament from the left-wing Meretz party,- by 
questioning his loyalty to Israel. She said “the state was not dear to 
his heart” when he proposed draft legislation suggesting Israel pay 
the same compensation to Palestinian victims of “Jewish terrorism 
as Israeli victims of Arab terrorism.” Faced with unspecified 
punitive measures by Justice Minister David Libai, Ms. Albeck 
chose to resign. Ms. Albeck specialised in finding the legal means 
to purchase land in the occupied West Bank and Gaza Strip. 


Iran proposes cayiar«artel 

NICOSIA (R) — Iran has proposed the formation of a caviar cartel 
to four former Soviet republics with .which it shares the Caspian 
Sea, an Iranian newspaper said Monday v “It is very regrettable that 
Caspian caviar, tbe most precious and rare-delicacyin the world, is 
being sold at a low price in world markets,” Salam newspaper 
quoted Construction Jihad Minister Ghtilamreza Forouzesh 
telling a meeting of tbe five countries at Iran's Caspian port of 
Bandar Anzali. His deputy Rasu] Lahijahian, who heads Iran’s, 
state fisheries, suggested at the meeting that Iran, Ruffe* 
Azerbaijan, Kazak hs tan and Turkmenistan set up a committee 10 
regulate all caviar exports to world markets, the paper said. 
Troubles of the caviar industry have increased since the breakup of 
the Soviet Union two years ago increased the number of countries 
involved in it from two — Iran and the Soviet Union — to five. Mr. 
Forouzesh said the Caspian held 90. per cent of the world’s 
stuigeon, whose slightly salted raw eggs form the prized delicacy. 
“Caspian sturgeon stocks have been severely hurt in recent years 
for various reasons, including industrial and agricultural pollution 
and unregulated fishing,” Mr. Forouzesh said. Mr. Lahiianian said 
Iran planned to build a big fish farm to help replenish sturgeon 
stocks m the Caspian Sea. 
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‘Crescent Night’ performers at Tuesday’s 
premier blend dance, musk and song to 


portray different aspects of traditional and 
modern Jordan 


NHF’s Theatre-in- Education 
,ma H presents ‘Crescent Night’ 
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AMMAN — Her Majesrv Queen 
Noor Tuesday night attended the 
premier of the musical chore o 
presentation "Credent Night' 
produced by the Nooi a I Huucm 
Foundation's Theatre-in- 
Education Programme — at the 
Royal Cultural Centre in Am- 
man. 

Choreographed by Rania 
Kamhawj, designed and directed 
by Una A1 Tal, 'Crescent Nigiit* 
portrays different aspects of tra- 
ditional and modern Jordan 
through a blend of dance, dab- 
keh, rhythm, melody and song. 

It highlights Jordan’s distinct 
seasons and colourful landscapes, 
the Jordanian people's attach- 
ment to the land, to warm family 
relations and to the spirit of 
.tolerance and cooperation. 

. Through dance and poetry. 
Crescent Night also brings to the 
stage the adverse effects of war 
and famine on the world's chil- 
dren and accentuates Jordan's 
aspirations for peaceful co- 
existence in a harmonious world. 


t Personally supported by Queen 
Noor wbo actively promotes 
understanding of Jordanian socie- 
ty and culture at the international 
level, 'Crescent Night* will be 
featured at the International 
Children's Festival <!CF) at Wolf 
Trap Form Park for the Perform- 
ing Arts in Vienna, Virginia, in 
the U.S. this September. 

The ICF provides young peo- 
ple from 23 countries with the 
opportunity for cross-cultural in- 
teraction and understanding as a 
step towards a more peaceful 
world. 

This musical production re- 
flects NHFs integrated develop- 
ment endeavours to promote and 
enhance Jordan's culture, herit- 
age and the aits: NKF*s National 
Music Conservatory provided the 
musical talent through its direc- 
tor, staff and performing stu- 
dents, and, NHF's Jordan Design 
and Trade Centre — which trains 
and supports women to produce 
quality Jordanian handicrafts — 
provided the stage setting and 


artifacts which added a decorum 
emanating from Jordan's rich cul- 
ture and tradition. 

The Theatre-in-Educution 
Programme attempts, through 
the creative medium of drama, to 
transform Jordan's everyday life 
into a very enjoyable spectacle. 

'Crescent Night' is the fifth 
Theatre production of NHFs 
Theatre-in-Education Program- 
me which was launched in 1987 to 
enhance the development of the 
educational process in Jordan 
through the creative medium of 
drama; and, to promote dramatic 
arts. 

Queen Noor was accompanied 
by Their Royal Highnesses Prin- 
cess Aishah and Princess Eman. 

Also attending were the secret- 
ary generals of the Ministries of 
Culture and Education, the NHF 
president, members of the NHF 
Board of Trustees, Mr. Douglas 
Keene, the Charge D'affaires at 
the American embassy and senior 
government officials. 


Crown Prmce Award competitors 
begin volunteer service in Tafileh 


AMMAN (Petra) — Part of a 
group of university students 
competing for the 1993 Crown 
Prince Award and operating 
under A1 Sabila Project Tues- 
day began voluntary activities 
to benefit the local communi- 
ties in the Tafileh govemorate. 

In three days, the students 
will carry jut maintenance 
work at schools and local char- 
itable societies and will orga- 
nise a seminar on the role of 
Tafileh in the Great Arab Re- 
volt, in addition to organising 
visits to the Dana Wildlife Re- 


serve. 

Al Sabila is operating under 
the supervision of Sharifa Zcin 
Nasser who said that the pro- 
ject is backed by His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Has- 
san. 

The project seeks to spread 
its services t > all parts of the 
country, noted Sharifa Zein. 

The Sabila group last week 
embarked on a large scale 
voluntary services drive in 
different regions including 
Tafileh. 

The programme, which lasts 


for 25 days, emails construc- 
tion and maintenance work, 
opening water canals, dredging 
others and carrying out re- 
creational functions including 
mountain climbing. 

The same group, which is 
active in Tafileh, will later 
move, on to Karak and Ma’an. 

Al Sabila project, intro- 
duced in 1990, encourages uni- 
versity students and other 
youth to volunteer and interact 
with local communities as a 
part of the competition for the 
Crown Prince Award. 
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Centre for the blind in financial crisis 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Amman-based Regional Cen- 
tre for the Rehabilitation of 
Blind Women is facing a finan- 
cial crisis now that most of the 
Gulf states have stopped pro- 
viding funds for its operations, 
according to Sheikh Abdullah 
Al Ghanem, the centre’s 
general director. 

“Only Saudi Arabia and 
Bahrain are still providing 
funds for the centre which re- 
quires additional sums to cater 
to its growing needs and ex- 
pansion," said Sheikh Ghanem 
Tuesday. 

He appealed to the wealthy 
citizens of Jordan and local and 
regional organisations to ex- 
tend assistance to the centre. 

“Each year the centre 
admits 60 new women aged 15 
to 35 from various countries; of 
the Middle East,” said Shc:kh 
Ghanem. They are provided 
full accommodation plus 
health care and clothing during 
their stay, and they receive 
training in knitting, weaving, 
sewing, handling telephone ex- 
changes, music and domestic 


science, " Sheikh Ghanem ex- 
plained. 

The centre, which was 
founded in 1974 to care for 
blind women, also trains them 
to become independently 
mobile with the aid of a walk- 
ing slick, he added. 

“So far 75 women have 
graduated after learning a 
trade, enabling them to 
achieve their place in the socie- 
ty and eam a living,*' according 
to Sheikh Ghanem. 

“The centre provides the 
women with JD 10 in monthly 
pocket money during their 
training and seeks to find them 
jobs after their course are com- 
pleted. It also often provides 
sewing machines for them to 
work at home.” Sheikh 
Ghanem added. 

Referring to obstacles other 
than the financial matters, 
Sheikh Ghanem said the centre 
sometimes has difficulty in per- 
suading the women's parents 
to send them for training at the 
centre. 

“We are looking forward to 
setting up a large centre to care 


for 200 rather than 60 women 
every year," Sheikh Ghanem 
said. 

“It is hoped such a centre 
would provide education and 
training from the primary to 
secondary stages, and ensure 
jobs for the graduates," he 
continued. 

As part of the efforts to raise 
funds for the centre, Sheikh 
Ghanem announced that a 
sponsored march will be held 
on Sept. 30 in Amman under 
the patronage of Her Majesty 
Queen Noor. 

“This march is intended to 
direct public attention to the 
needs of these women and to 
raise funds for the centre’s 
projects,” noted Sheikh 
Ghanem, who is also head of a 
Middle East committee for the 
.care of the blind in Riyadh, 
Saudi Arabia. 

On the committee are repre- 
sentatives of Jordan. Saudi 
Arabia, Oatar, Kuwait, 
Bahrain, Yemen, Syria, Tur- 
key, Lebanon, Iran, the Un- 
ited Arab Emirates (UAE), 
Oman and Afghanistan. 
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WHAT’S GOING ON 


The following listings are compiled from monthly 
bulletins and the daily Arabic press. Readers are 
advised to verify the listed time and place with 
the concerned institutions. 


EXHIBITIONS 

■fr Art exhibition by Iraqi artist Shaker Al Shadi 
at Alia Art Gallery. 

☆ Exhibition of paintings by 25 Jordanian artists 
at the Housing Bank exhibition bsfl- 

☆ Exhibition of paintings by Jordanian artist 
Bfshara Najjar at Eshbdifl Art Gallery, Amro 
Shopping Centre. The pa in t in gs depict 
Jordan lan-Palestinian heritage, Jordanian 
antiquities, Arab Jerusalem, rural life and 


natural scenery. 

NEW GALLERY 

& Opening of new art gaDery, “Daralal 
Funtxn,” of the Abdul M^jeed Shoman 
Foundation. Programme includes the 
permanent exhibition and the “Chair" 
exhibition in Jabal Lnwdbdeh. 

PLAYS 

☆ Play entitled "Crescent Night" at the Royal 
Cultural Centre at 8:00 p.m. 

FILM 

•fr Feature film: “Revenge of the Pink Panther” 
al the British Council at 7:00 p.m. 
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Education ministry reports on projects, building progress 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Mims- . 
try of Education i*> currently 
building 1,370 cljSsrontn* os 
annexes (0 existing school* run by 
the ministry tn several region* for 
completion by the end of 1993, 
according to Abdul Razak 
Maani, director of the ministry's 
Projects and School Buildings 
Department. 

At the same time work is under 
way for providing 168 school 
buildings with laboratories, lib- 
raries and workshops, he said in a 
statement Tuesday. 

The construction of 152 school 
buildings which ore being com- 
pleted in three stages began in 
1989. said Mr. Maani. The fourth 
stage will be carried out in 1994. 
he added, 

The effort to build schools in- 
stead of renting buildings was 
motivated by the 1987 National 
Educational Conference which 
recommended an overhaul of the 
educational system in Jordan, 
said Mr. Maani, an engineer. 

He noted that because of the 
ministry's implemented plans, the 
number of rented buildings has 
now dropped from 42 per cent 
before 1989 to IS per cent at 
present. 



Schools used for the two-shift 
system have also dropped irrrn lS 
per cent to 11 per cent, he said, 

not 
used 
ministry. 

Referring to other ministry 
achievements Mr. Maani said 
that since 1989, the ministry has 
set up two teachers dubs, one in 
Amman and the other in lrbid; 
and organised two scout camps 
one in Dibbin near Jerash and the 
other in Aqaba. 

He said the ministry has started 
building its own warehouses to 
store textbooks in Amman and 
there arc plans to build two other 
store houses, one in Zarqa and 
the other in lrbid. 

In addition, work on three 
sports halls in Tafileh, Shobak 
and Wadi Mousa arc under way. 

Mr. Maani said that the minis- 
try now has 100 bousing units for 
teachers in remote areas. 

The right to occupy these units 
expires tf the teacher decides to 
move to a different region, he 
explained. 

In accordance with the plans 
formulated at the 1987 confer- 
ence, the ministry is expected to 
build a ' total of 430 schools 



The Ministry of Education plans to build 430 
schools vooad the Kingdom, taking into account 


the annual increase in the number of the nation's 
school-age children (File photo) 


around the Kingdom, while, tak- 
ing into account the annual in- 
crease in the number of students. 


Mr. Maani 's statement came 
four days after the reopening of 
schools for the 1993-49 scholastic 


year. Ac least 1. 
dents are back in 
first semester of 


35 million stu- 
schools for the 
the new year. 


Civil service 
office plans 

amendments 
to internal 
system 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Civil 
Service Commission (CSC) is in- 
troducing wide-ranging amend- 
ments to its own system aimed at 
transferring some ministerial au- 
thorities in Amman to the provin- 
cial governors and helping the 
government implement its decen- 
tralisation programme, according 
to CSC President Abdullah 
Ulayan. 

A plan to this effect has been 
prepared and mil be submined to 
the government for approval, Mr. 
Ulayan said Tuesday. 

Under the new plans, a gov- 
ernor is authorised to appoint 
new employees and transfer 
others upon the recommendation 
of a special com mi nee chaired by 
the governor himself, added Mr. 
Ulayan. 

Furthemore, the CSC will 
shortly submit to the government 
for approving an integrated plan 
with job descriptions for public 
administration positions, he ex- 
plained. 

If the Council of Ministers 
approves the descriptions, the 
plan will be put into force at the 
beginning of next year, be added. 

Explaining the work of the 
CSC, Mr. ulayan said the office 
does not create public administra- 
tion jobs, but rather recruits 
candidates for the various depart- 
ments to fill vacant positions. 

It is hoped, he said, that the 
CSC will be empowered to bold 
examination sessions for the com- 
peting candidates in order to' de- 
termine their potentials and capa- 
bilities before taking up govern- 
ments posts, Mr. Ulayan added. 

Referring to the applicants for 
public administration positions, 
Mr. Ulayan noted that the CSC 
now has 57.756 applications, of 
whom 38 per cent are from male 
applicants. 


Committees 

(Continued from page 1) 

It includes the secretaries- 
genera! of the ministries of 
planning and finance, the 
director-general of the Social 
Security Corporation, senior 
Foreign Ministry official Nabil 
Shukum and Audit Bureau 
Chief Adel Qudah as well as a 
senior official from the Central 
Bank of Jordan. 

Yousef Sayegh, head of the 
executive Palestinian side in 
the committee, could not 
attend the meeting because of 
“logistical problems related to 
travel,” Dr. Dudin said. 

Dr. Sayegh is based in Tunis 
and is an advisor to Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) Chairman Yasser Ara- 
rat. He also heads the Palesti- 
nian side in the working com- 
mittee on regional economic 
cooperation which is part of 
the multilateral phase of the 
Middle East peace process. 

PLO Executive Committee 
member Suleiman Najjab, 
head of the Palestinian side in 
the committee, did not attend 
the meeting, among those 
attending were ' Samir Bar- 
ghouti, Samir Huleiyel, Atef 
Alawneh and Mahmoud 
Okasheh. 

Dr. Dudin said a World 
Bank report on the Palestinian 
economy or a similar docu- 
repori 
rd Ur 

cooperation with regi-.nal ex- 
perts were not and would not 
be pan of the discussions of the 
economic committees. 

In general terms, “it was a 
highly positive meeting.and we 
exchanged views as the first 
step towards continuing con- 
sultations and coordination,” 
he said. 


mem reportedly drawn up by 
Harvard University experts in 


Shipping agents to review consequences 
of sanctions against Iraq on Aqaba Port 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A meeting being 
held at the pprt city of Aqaba 
today is expected to 'focus atten- 
tion on the severe blow Jordan's 
only sea outlet has suffered os a 
result of what officials describe as 
the overzealous enforcement of 
the sanctions against Iraq. 

The meeting, which will bring 
together the agents of Sudan 
Shipping Lines in Europe and the 
Middle East, will also make a 
pitch towards convincing interna- 
tional shipping companies to re- 
sume their regular service to 
Aqaba. 

“We will present a comprehen- 
sive report on the facilities and 
equipment available at Aqaba, 
which is a key port in the region 
despite the present setbacks,” 
said Rimon Suleiman, assistant 
general manager of T. Gargour & 
Fils, agents of the Sudanese lines 
in Jordan. 

The one-day meeting, attended 
by some 20 visitors in addition to 
local shipping officials and 
agents, will also hear reports ab- 


out the impact of what many see 
as a de facto blockade of Aqaba 
as a result of the cumbersome 
inspection procedures and guide- 
lines imposed by the enforcers of 
the sanctions against Iraq pa troll- . 
inj» the Red Sea. 

Translated into economic 
terms, these measures mean cost- 
ly delays and diversions for 
Aqaba-bound ships. In turn, ship 
owners and charterers levy higher 
freight and related charges, mak- 
ing Jordanian imports artificially 
more expensive and leading to 
higher market prices for the con- 
sumer. 

The delays also scramble pro- 
duction schedules of industrial 
units. 

As a rule, shipowners and 
charterers quote higher freight 
charges for their ships to call at 
Aqaba, and this has also led to 
Jordan losing its competitive edge 
in the international phosphate 
and potash market, officials say. 

Although Jordan’s state-owned 
companies- exporting phosphate 
and potash, have not suffered 
losses, their profit margins have 
plunged since they have to buffer 


the higher freight factor in the net 
prices for the buyers. 

The Sudan Shipping Lines, a 
government-owned company- 
established in 1962, "has a special 
interest in Aqaba because of the 
regular calls oi its fleet at the Red 
Sea port. 

ft has been one of the shipping 
lines regularly “harassed" by the 
U.S.-led naval task force patroll- 
ing the Red Sea, inspecting every 
vessel heading for and leaving 
Aqaba. 

Despite what it sees as a de- 
liberate targetting of Sudanese 
vessels in the enforcement cam- 
paign, the Sudanese firm has 
refused to suspend its services to 
Aqaba, said Mr. Suleiman of 
Gargour. 

“In many cases, the company 
has declined to charge the impor- 
ters the higher cost it incurred as 
a result of the diversion of 
Aqaba-bound cargo to other Red 
Sea ports such as Port Sa'id, Port 
Sudan, Hodeida, Jeddah' and 
Suez," he said. 

By design or coincidence, a 
Sudanese shipping line vessel car- 


rying iron pipes was among the 
first vessels :o be intercepted and 
blocked from proceeding after 
the sanctions went into force. 
Since then almost every Sudanese 
ship calling at Aqaba has had 
some or another problem with 
the enforcers. 

More than 40 international 
shipping lines had regular service 
to Aqaba prior to the Gulf crisis. 
The number has now dwindled to 
15. 

“We believe the Aqaba meet- 
ing will be an excellent opportune 
ity to present Jordan's case to* 
international shipping agents," 
said Mr. Suleiman. 

“We have to convince the in- 
ternational shipping community 
of the significance of Aqaba ana 
of the wisdom on resuming and 
opening regular services to the 
port.” 

Attending the Aqaba meeting 
will be Aqaba Ports Corporation 
Director-General Dureid Mahas- 
neh and Sudan Shipping Lines 
Chairman Ali Ahmad Abdul 
Rahim along with senior manage- 
ment aides. 


Wildlife experts address modern preservation methods 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Three wildlife 
and rare species experts from the 
University of Maine in the United 
States, Tuesday delivered lec- 
tures on modern techniques em- 
ployed in the preservation of 
animals. 

The lectures were part of a 
four-day workshop organised by 
the Royal Society for the Con- 
servation of Nature (RSCN) in 
cooperation with the University 
of Jordan, Yarmouk University 
and the University of Maine. 

The focus of the discussions 
was the Shaumari Wildlife Re- 
serve in the Azraq region. 

"We are doing all we can to 
protect and save the Lives of die 
animals kept and reared in the six 
wildlife reserves created by the 
RSCN in Jordan,” said Maher 
Abu Jaafar, the RSCN director, 
at the start of the meeting at the 
RSCN. 

In his address Mr. Abu Jaafar 
reviewed the RSCN’s activities to 
prorect those species threatened 
with extinction, pointing to its 
efforts to gather the rare species 
and keep mem in these reserves. 

Following the first session, the 
participants visited Shaumari Re- 
serve. 

In 1975 the RSCN established 
the Shaumari Reserve as the first 
rare species sanctuary in the 
Kingdom. 

Its 320 square kilometres are 


*" 'SS 



The Arabian oryx has been saved from extinction through the efforts of wildlife experts and con- 
cerned parties 


entirely fenced-in to protect it 
from neighbouring grazing 
domestic livestock. 

At present, Shaumari serves as 
a main breeding centre for 
locally-extinct or endangered spe- 
cies, mainly the Arabian oryx. 

In the four-day workshop 


several working papers dealing 
with animal management, plan- 
ning for reserves and other re- 
lated matters will be tackled. 

Among the participants are 
representatives of the Ministry of 
Agriculture and the Children's 
Society for the Conservation of 


Nature in the Israeli-occupied 
West Bank, whose representa- 
tive, Imad Al Acrasb, presented a 
set of books and research papers 
by West Bank specialists dealing 
with birds of Palestine and other 
wildlife in" the occupied territor- 
ies. 



Housing minister to attend conference in Cairo Jordan to participate in art festival in Syria 


AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Public Works and Housing 
Khaiaf Hawaii will leave for Cairo Saturday to take part in the 
40th session of the Council of Arab Ministers of Housing and 
Reconstruction Executive Bureau, which will be held there on 
Aug. 29. The two-day session will focus on the preparation of 
standard Arab construction codes, holding specialised symposia 
on construction, housing and urban development. Meanwhile a 
team representing the Ministry left for Cairo Tuesday to take pan 
in a four-day meeting by a technical committee. The delegation is 
led by Haitham Mreish, an advisor to the minister of public 
works. 

NAF assists 453 families 

AMMAN (Petra) — The National Aid Fund (NAF) last week 
paid JD 13,667 to 453 needy families in Jordan. The payment falls 
within the recurrent monthly payments for the needy, according 
to Khaled Ghneim, the NAF director general. The fund paid JD 
29,500 last week to finance vocational training for 37 needy 
people. 

Free medical day held in Shafa Badran 

MADABA (Petra) — The Applied Sciences University Tuesday 
organised a (tee medical day at Shafa Badran on the outskirts of 
Amman to mark His Majesty King Hussein’s accession to the 
throne. Doctors examined the treated patients and dispensed 
needed drugs free of charge. Participating in the day was Greater 
Amman Mayor Mamdouh Al Abbadi. 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan will take part in the Internationa] 
Basra Al Sham Festival of Art and Culture, which will be held in 
the Syrian City of Busra during the second week of September. 
Also taking part in the festival will be Syria, Egypt, Lebanon, 
Kuwait, Yemen, Tunisia, Palestine, China, India, Italy, Russia, 
Bulgaria and Armenia. The festival includes exhibitions of 
traditional industries, plastic art, books - 

Over 50% pass community college exam 

AMMAN (Petra) — The overall pass rate at the Comprehensive 
Community College examination is 55.99 per cent, according to 
Secretary General of the Ministry of Higher Education Ahmad Al 
Hjsban. Dr. Hisban was speaking ar a press conference Tuesday, 
during which he announced results of the comprehensive ex- 
amination for the year 1993. He said that 10.831 students out of a 
total of 19,342, divided among 83 major subjects, passed the 
•examination. 

Islamic council appeals to U.N. 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Amman-based World Islamic Council 
for Dawa and Relief Tuesday sent a cable to the United Nations 
Secretary General Boutros Ghali, voicing deep concent about the 
Croatian measures aimed at interrupting the work of Islamic relief 
organisations working in Bosnia and Herzegovina. The council 
called on Dr. Ghali to intvervene with the Croatian government 
to stop such measures and ensure the smooth flow of international 
relief supplies and the freedom of movement of- relief workers. 
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Yinhe in deep waters 

: T-5E SHADOWING of a Chinese freighter by the U.S. 
; Navy in Gulf waters since Aug. 3 may appear benign 
‘ and insignifican t in the short term. In the long ran, 
: however, the incident may end up triggering a chain of 

■ reactions in Peking with serious consequences for 

■ international peace and stability. 

The Chinese ship, Yinhe, is suspected of carrying 
: chemical weapons for Iran. But while there is broad 
: agreement ^.long the comity of nations that there 
. must be an end to the manufacture and deployment of 
: chemical weapons and other weapons of mass destrnc- 
: ticn by all countries, especially those that lack stability 
and democracy, the method for controlling the prolif- 
’eration of chemical weapons must also appear to be 

■ just and reasonable. In the case of the Yinhe, the U.S. 
warships that are stopping the cargo ship from even 
leaving the Gulf waters are doing the wrong thing 
because they are there ostensibly to enforce sanctions 
against Iraq, not Iran. On this score alone, the U.S. 
action appears to lack legitimacy and therefore calls 
for an immediate rectification. 

We have seen how U.S. naval forces can exceed their 
mandate in the Aqaba Gulf region as well, by 
pretending to act on the basis of enforcing U.N. 
Security’ Council resolutions on Iraq. The end result of 
this action is that free and unimpeded international 
shipping will be hindered with dire economic consequ- 
ences for many states. 

There must be a higher authority that controls such 
actions other than the State Department or the Defence 
Ministry in Washington. Small states affected by 
precipitous actions like this by the U.S. can take 
interference with their free shipping rights rather 
stoically. But the interference with the shipping of 
China is something else. The humiliation that Peking 
has suffered at the sight of one of its ships being 
stopped in high seas for inspection by a superpower 
could prod China into counteractions in order to stop 
future humiliations. Chinese authorities may soon 
conclude that the most effective way to do so is by 
seeking more aggressively the status of full superpow- 
. er, on par with the U.S. itself. 

China is a fast growing country, with one of the 
highest expanding economies in the world. It also has 
developed very sophisticated technologies and is there- 
fore able, in a relatively short period of time, to meet 
" all kinds of challenges to its pride and sovereignty. 
^..Washington is poshing Peking into that direction by 
intimidating and humfiiaticg it in the way it has been 
! doing of late. 

There is no quarrel with the proposition that the 
; Middle East and the Gulf regions should be free of 
.weapons of mass destruction. And so should, so many 
. other regions of the world be. But there must be a 
: better, way to realise this objective than to resort to 
unilateral actions. 

j The most troubling aspect of the issue at hand is 
“selectivity. There must be universal standards a n d 
rules for all countries, big or small, to follow. The 
'■international order must address problems of this 
nature in a more sophisticated and legitimate manner, 
. well before the world is once again driven to the brink 
of nuclear terror. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

-THE PEACE talks started in Madrid after the Jordanian and the 
Palestinian sides coordinated tbeir positions and stands vis-a-vis 
-the common cause and it is imperative on both to maintain these 
coordination efforts until the end, said Sawt A1 Shaab daily. 
‘Indeed, coordination between the two sides served as the basis for 
'joint action at the negotiating table, regarding Israel, and the 
Jordanians have to date refrained from taking any step without 
first ensuring that sufficient progress is being made along the 
Israeli Palestinian track, continued the daily. The paper, which 
referred to King Hussein's statement in an interview with Agence 
France Presse, about the need for more coordination between the 
Palestinians and the Jordanians, said that coordination should 
involve the status of Jerusalem. The King said that there can be 
no solution without the settlement of issues revolving around the 
Holy City, added the paper. The King has made it clear that the 
' first step on the road of ensuring liberation of occupied lands lies 
in Jordanian-Palestinian coordination at all levels. Referring to 
the projected confederation project, the paper echoed the King’s 
words that only after the Palestinians have ensured their 
self-determination can such a step be contemplated. At the same 
time, and while oooidination continues, the paper said. Jordan 
would never cease its full support for the Palestinian people, 
enabling them to regain their full, legitimate rights in their 
homeland. 

COMMENTING ON the creation of the shura council in Saudi 
Arabia, a columnist in AJ Ra J i daily said that such a step was in the 
right direction although it came late. Mahmoud Rimawi said that 
the council constituted the first step towards carrying out political 
reform, but stiff falls far short of other steps taken by other Gulf 
countries in this direction. In view of the developments at the 
regional and international levels and the increasing burdens on 
Saudi Arabia, there has been urgent need for political reforms 
and there were calls for such a step i n the 1980s and early 1990s, 
said Rimawi. It is true that the Saudi leadership had achieved a lot 
for the peop ‘ at the domestic level, but there is need for the 
*■ people to shi in the rule of the country and there is need for 
more freedoms under the umbrella of the law, demanded 
Rimawi. He Slid it would have been better for Saudi Arabia to 
have a fully deed parliament rather than a shura council 
- ,-aiu .... is .j involved in the enactment of 
various legislations and laws. 
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Novelists take on 
Mexico’s political system 


By Isaac A. Levi 

The Associated Press 

MEXICO CITY — A bookstore 
chain is boycotting Rafael Loret 
de Mote's latest novel, which says 
seme unpleasant things about the 
ruling party, and a pro-govern- 
ment magazine made a lengthy 
attack on the book. 

While describing the short 
novel “Interim President" as 
“subliterature that slanders," the 
magazine. Siempre, acknow- 
ledged that it was “must reading 
in Mexican. political circles." 

Because of the boycott by the 
Sanborn's chain, which accounts 
for about one-third of book sales 
in Mexico City, Mr. Loret pickets 
its branches and sells auto- 
graphed copies on the sidewalk 
outside. 

“If it’s such,' an insignificant 
work, why does the magazine 
(Siempre) use two pages to say 
it?” Mr. Loret, 40, said in an 
interview, “and the sales people 
at Sanborn’s give all sorts of 
excuses: “That it hasn't been 
delivered, that they’ve run out 
and so on.” 

A few years ago, he might have 
been sent into exile for writing 
such a book, or quietly advised to 
leave Mexico for reasons of 
health. 

The Institutional Revolution- 
aiy Party, known as the PRI, has 
wielded virtually complete power 
in Mexico since 1929, and criticis- 
ing it can tie risky. 

At least 30 Mexican journalists 
have been murdered since 1982. 
After Mauricio Gonzalez de la 
Garza published “Last Call" in 
1981, comparing the PRI to the 
dictatorship of Porfirio Diaz, two 
federal policemen put him on a 
plane for Texas. 


Before "Interim President" 
was published, Mr. Loret was 
advised to leave the country be- 
cause of his other critical writ- 
ings. He went to France for four 
months. . 

Mr- LoretVfather Carlo Loret 
de Mola, a former state governor, 
wrote books accusing the party of 
forsaking the ideals of the Mex- 
ican revolution. He was killed m 
1986 — in a car wreck, said 
police, by assassination, said his 
son. The nearly complete manu- 
script of his latest book was mis- 
sing. 

Mariana Dombierer wrote in 
the newspaper Excelsior about 
the brothers of President Carlos 
Salinas de Gortari and a deal to 
renew the Mexico City racetrack 
licence. She no longer writes for 
the paper. 

Lately, dissident writers have 
been encouraged by a more toler- 
ant PRI attitude. 

Many of Mr. Loret ’s characters 
are thinly disguised officials of 
the current government, and 
there is much talk around water 
coolers of their real identities. 

He and many of the other 
dissidents are or were journalists. 
Most of their books aim at the 
Salinas administration, which 
ends next year. 

Among the favourite topics are 
corruption, electoral fraud and 
what the authors present as the 
secret wish of many presidents for 
more than the angle six-year 
term permitted by the constitu- 
tion! 

“Journalists are writing in 
novels and books what they can't 
write in newspapers and maga- 
: zincs,” Ms. Dombierer said. ” 

After her report on the presi- 
dent's brothers, she said, “Excel- 
sior dropped me and others didn’t 


want to have anything to do with 
me." 

Why is the government bong 
gentler with its new critics? 

“Books do not have as much 
.projectionjiatiQnany as, say, tele- 
vision or radio," Mr. Loret said. 
.“And probably the government 
feels banning them could creates 
worse pro bl em." 

A paperback edition costs $7 or 
more in a country with a daily 
mfrtTmiTni wage equivalent to ab- 
our $4.50 

In Mexico, a president chooses 
his successor and the PRI ex- 
perts, popularly called “alchem- 
ists," or “electoral engineers," 
take care of the rest. 

Journalists are frequently 
bought and most media chant the 
PRI candidate's virtues, largely 
ignoring the opposition. 

Mr. Lorn's “Interim Presi- 
dent” approaches the question . 
of electoral fraud tangentially. 

President Cesar, yearning for a 
second term, designates his older 
brother Pancho to succeed him, 
thinking Pancho can be manipu- 
lated. But when Pancho becomes 
“the candidate,” he starts making 
his own decisions. 

A bomb blows Pancho to bits 
the day after the election and 
Cesar stays cm, calling a new 
election without counting the 
votes. 

This rubbed raw spots in high 
places, given rumours that die 
PRI wants to change the tew 
prohibiting reelection, a sacred 
tenet of the 1917 constitution. 

Since publication in February, 
Mr. Loret’s novel has sold 20,000 - 
copies. Selling a first printing of 
3300 copies is considered good in 
Mexico. . 


Mr. Cardenas set up a joint 
venture that imported paper 
duly -free and sold it to friendly 


newspapers on credit. According 
to Mr. Rodriguez, that put most 
newspapers solidly behind the 
PRI, essentially creating an offi- 
cial press. 

Mr. Salinas said recently that 
the joint venture, still in business, 
was for sale to any publishers 
interested. There have been no 
takers. 


Blacks cheer Mugabe on, whites fearful 


By Cris Chmafta 

Reuter 

HARARE — Many black Zim- 
babweans are cheering President 
Robert Mugabe on as he lashes 
out at whites opposed to bis 
policy of making them sell their 
farms. 

But Mr. Mugabe’s tough words 
are sowing fear and uncertainty 
among whrtes, damaging delicate 
race relations and putting at risk 
economic aid from tfce West, 
political- analysts say. 

Mr. Mugabe capped two weeks 
of tough talking last Friday by 
threatening to. deport those 
whites who continue to resist his 
plans to resettle landless blacks 
on their land. 

“There is still white racism in 
this country. That’s the greatest 
enemy we have. We want to be 
united against racism and whites 
should change or they will be 
lacked out of this country," he 
told a rally in southwestern Zim- 
babwe. 

“The whites think they are 
more God’s children than others 


and they still look at their white 
skin as more precious and more 
divine than ours,” be said. 

The government plan is to 
make the white fanners sell five 
million hectares and resettle hun- 
dreds of thousands of blacks on 
the land in the next two years. _ 
k Under the Land Acquisition 
Act passed in 1992, the farmers 
cannot challenge in court either 
the selection of farms, or the price 
fixed by the government 

Mr. Mugabe has said that if 
they do try to go to court the 
government might seize the farms 
without compensation. 

“If it comes to the worst we can 
just take the farms without . 
paying anything because... the 
white settlers never compensated 
our forefathers when they took 
that land from them," he said. 

Mr. Mugabe has also said ■ 
Western countries, specifically . 
Britain, Canada and the United 
States, oppose the land reform 
for racist reasons but all three 
have denied it, saying they think 
it .morally just to correct the 
imbalances of the past 


The white-bashing has gone 
down well in rural Zimbabwe, 
where the majority of his suppor- 
ters live in poverty and continue 
to resent economic domination 
by the white minority. 

‘They are cheering him out 
there but his conduct is damaging 
the racial fabric and long-term 
policies,” one analyst said. 

Mr. Mugabe won power in 
1980 after leading a guerrilla war 
against white settler rule in which 
be promised the black majority a 
greater share in the country’s 
most fertile land, 80 per cent of 
which is still held by 4,500 white 
fanners. 

During the seven-year war, 
both sides saw Mr. Mugabe as a 
radical Marxist who would exact 
revenge on the white settlers. 

About half the whites fled Zim- 
babwe at independence, leaving a 
white minority of 100,000 m a 
couiitryof 10 million people. 

Bat on taking power Mr. 
Mugabe promoted racial recon- 
ciliation, a policy winch won him 
much praise abroad and which 
has helped to hold racial tensions 


in check over the years. 

White Zimbabweans generally 
try to play down the economic 
disparity between them and their 
black compatriots, portraying 
themselves as equal members of a 
multiracial society: 

“The words black and white 
must be removed from our voca- 
bulary. We should all consider 
ourselves Zimbabweans. It is not 
ideal at this stage that each race 
should blame the other,” said 
white radio personality Noreen 
Welch. 

Opposition parties have also 
criticised Mr. Mugabe’s attacks 
on whites, saying they are an 
attempt to win votes in flic gener- 
al elections winch must take place 
by 1995. 

“Zanu-PF (the ruling party), 
for partisan reasons, is whipping 
up racial emotions and rears. 
Such an approach is irrcsponsbte ; 
and short-sighted," said opposi-* j 
tion leader EnockDumbutsheua. I 

“I think Zimbabwe stands to 
Jose friends and all that comes- 
with friendship if this continues,’’ 
said a Western diplomat. 
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So why, they ask, should they 
believe that Israel will be more 
w illing to grant concessions on 
Jerusalem three years hence? 

The Israelis reply that a deal is 
a deal, and so far the United 
States, sponsor of the talks, has 
backed them. Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin has also said Israel 
will never give up any part of 
Jerusalem — a pledge that has 
given the Palestinians more in- 
centive to face the issue now. 

The Israelis say they need Jeru- 
salem because it is the heart of 
Zionism. Jerusalem is a virion 
that npurished Jewish identity for 
2,000 years. 

But the Palestinians speak the 
truth in claiming Jerusalem is 
vital to their identity, too. Not 
*s third I 


Ms. Dombierer wrote “Jour- 
nalists Die at Night,” about a 
news-magazine writer named Gil 
Duarte who Is killed by machine- 
gun fire* after the funeral of a 
journalist who also was assassin- 
fared. In heaven, he finds many 
assassinated colleagues.- 
• “Journalists Die at Night" 
came out in June and also has 
sold 20,000 copies. 

Anatomy of Corruption" by 
Gloria Lajocs, another journal- 
ist, tells of embezzlement by offi- 
cials at the Mexican Tourism 
Bureau in New York City. 

Ms. Lajous, 73, worked in the 
bureau for 3Vi years. When the 
government sent auditors to 
check up on the real-life case, she 
said in an interview, they were 
bribed with a $14,000 watch 
apiece to find nothing wrong. 


Rafael Rodriguez Castaneda, 
49, has written “Sold-out Press" a 
history of the Mexican newspaper 
business. 

Mr. Rodriguez, managing edi- 
tor of the independent news 
magazine Proceso, describes a 
relationship established between 
press barons and President 
Lazaro Cardenas in 1935, when 
newsprint wass scarce and heavily 
taxed. 


saiem Decause n. is roc acan ui . . . . - 

Zionism. Jerusalem is a virion No . Arab danns to want Jeru- 
that npurished Jewish identity for saiem separated again by a wall , 

2,000' years. as it was before the 1967 war. A 

But the Palestinians speak the proposed administration — a uni- 
troth in claiming Jerusalem is fled government of Arab and 
vital to their identity, too. Not Jewish boroughs — would m, 
only is it Islam's third holiest city theory be no more complicated, 
but it has also been the heart*>f * than, say, running New York. It 
regional Arab culture through the would also satisfy Israel’s condi- 
centuries. dons, which Washington sup- 

Mnst this dispute be a winner- ports, of a dty undivided, 
take-all game in the negotiations? An agreement oh Jerusalem, 
Jerusalem’s geography, and 50 important to Palestinians, 
goodwill, could resolve the prob- would sorely make concessions 
lem. East Jerusalem is totally easier for their negotiators. A 
Arab, West Jerusalem totally that left East Jerusalem, . 

Jewish. Even the Old City is with-tbe Dome of the Rock, in 
delineated, with the Dome of the Israeli hands would be a penna- 
Rock and the Aral) quarter to the 0601 invitation to Arab agitators . 
east, tire Western Wall and tire to make tremble. 

Jewish quarter (along with tire Wouldn’t Israel be better off 
Christian and Armenian qnar- without having to -role 100,000 
tersj-to the wwt ' • .unhappy East junua to nitda?.^ 

A narrartifrnff Km> would be tfifuFhe Palestinians are taking a 


tersVto the west ■ .uunappy nasi jejusaremursf 

A separating Kne would be tetifne Palestinians are taking a 
easythdraw. Sorely, the Zionist risk in chaifep^gtire -Madrid 
dream does not require Israeli -flgsmte- But * resolution of the; 


rule over tire Islamic holy sites, 
much less the kebab shops and, 
yes, the slums of East Jerusalem, 
Israel has already made a conces- 
sion on this point, in agreeing 


question could be the break- 
through to something bigger. 
Isn't this the moment for an 
agreement to change the rales 
and to readi for a comprehensive 


that under autonomy East Jems- peace? — New York Times. 


LETTERS 

Horrific cruelty 

To the Editor: 

THIS SATURDAY lunch time, my boyfriend and I saw a horse 
lying on a piece of wasteland in Abdoun, next to the Britisfar 
embassy . When we approached it, we were appalled to sec that it 
had received terrible injuries. We informed tire Jordanian guard 
at the embassy gate, who immediately called the Department of 
the Environment and the police. A nearby soldier called his 
superior and asked if he could shoot the horse. But unfortunately 
none of tire agencies were able to act at that time and tire use of 
ammunition ra the capital is restricted. Local vets wen* tmr 

S? IaW !;' A ^ T 1 k> ” 8 ser ? es of te,e PflOTe calls which brought - 
f h e Jf iatter the attrition of various people, they Swroed 
togelber and put the horse down that evening * Broupeo 

Everyone who saw the horse, including those’ with 

accident andtbat an act of terrible cruelty had been iSed ^ 
the animal. The legs had been hacked with an axew hesrwlcnift 
and were comptetdy mangled. I know from meetra^ISm^ i 
Amman; and from tire number of calls received 
that the people of Amman are 1 

OTndemnmg tire horrific woSS ! 
This sad case highlights the need for a system which can deal 
quickly and effectively with situations of ^ tto tjJ* “ 

Catherine A. HurHn, 
Amman 
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What on earth is the world coming to? 
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J^ENTHE history of the laic 
^century is wntten. the 1990s 

Silto todc of discorv 

u a . time when familiar 
Q«n* that had seemed likely to 
for S ver * Kk« mkh»H 

£^ rt ro?ds ’ camc w abn *i» 
ocn* or junctures and began 

dwccnjng abruptly. The wof&S 

Production of steel, for example, 
had rtscq almost as reliably each 
ytar m the sun rises in the mom- 
mg. The amount of coal extracted 
nan risen almost uninterru pted ly 
ever since the Industrial RctoIu- 
uon began. The harvest of min 
.-bad grown, much faster than 
population since the middle of 
This century and the oceanic fish 

"? tC ?.- had ? ore **“« quadrupled, 
doubling the consumption of sea- 
food per person. 

Thwe nring curves were seen 
-as basic measures of human prog- 
ress; we. expected them to rise. 
But now, within just a few years, 
these trends have reversed, with 
o^Mquences wc have yet to 

grasp. 

The discontinuities of the 1990s 
originate in the collision between 
expanding human numbers and 
needs, and the constraints of the 
earth’s natural systems. Among 
these are the capacity of the 
oceans to yiild seafood, of grass- 
lands to produce beef and mut- 
ton, of the hydrological cyde to 
produce fresh water, of crops to 
use fertiliser, of the atmosphere 
to absorb green-house gin^-c of 
people ot .breath polluted air and 
of forests to withstand rain. 
These constraints drew dramati- 
cally closer between 1950 and 
1990, as the global economy ex- 
panded nearly five-fold. 

Another major source of press- 
tire was unprecedented popula- 
■ tion growth. Those of us born 
_. before 1950 have seen world 
'-population double. In 19S0. 37 
• million people were added jfa the 
world's population. Last year, 91 
million were added. We struggle 
.to find ways to grasp the magni- 
tude of 91 million people. It 
. means that we are adding 250,000 
-people to the world every day and 
■a city the size of New York every 
month. 

On a finite planet, such growth 
is beginning to take a social toll. 
The production of grain, perhaps 
the most basic economic measure 
'of human well-being, increased 
2.6 fold from 1950, to 1984. Ex- 
panding a nearly three per cent 
.per year, .it out-stripped popula- 
tion- growth, leading to an in- 
crease in per capita grain 4do- 
sumption of 40 per cent ovef tbe 


By Lester R. Brown 


period, improving nutrition and 
boosting consumption of lives- 
tock products — meat, milk, eggs 
and cheese — throughout the 
world. But during the eight years 
sire* 1984, world grain output 
has expanded perhaps one per 
cent per year — and in per capita 
terms, it has. dedraed one per 
per year since then. 

This faltering of basic food- 
stuffs was triggered by other, 
earlier c&scononuitHss of growth 

— ra the supply erf cropland, 
irrigation water and agricultural 
technologies. Cropland, mea- 
sured in terms of gnun-harvened 
area, expanded more or less con- 
tinuously from the beginning of 
agriculture until 1981. Since then, 
it has nor increased at all. (5 aim 
of cropland in some countries 
have been offset by losses in 
others. 

' Similarly with irrigation. After 
the middle of this century, growth 
in irr gated area accelerated, aver- 
aging nearly three per cent per 
year until 1978. Then, as the 
number of prime dam construc- 
tion sites diminished and under- 
ground aquifere were depleted by 
overpumping, the growth of Irri- 
gated area fell behind that of 
population. 

Although there was little new 
land to plow from mid-ccntury 
onwards, the world's farmers 
achieved the largest expansion of 
food output in history by dramati- 
cally raising land productivity. 
The engine of growth was fertilis- 
er use, which increased nine-fold 
in three decades to J26 million 
tonnes in 1984 before starting to 
slow. 

In 1990, the rise in fertifher use 

— which had been one of the 
most predictable trends in the 
world economy — came to a halt. 
In the former Soviet Union, ferti- 
liser use actually dropped after 
2988, as reforms moved fertiliser 
prices up to world market levels. 
More broadly, however, growth 
in world fertiliser usejras slowed 
simply because existing grain 
varieties in the United States, 
western Europe and Japan' can- 
not economically use much more 
fertiliser. 

The backlog of unused agri- 
cultural technology that began to 
expand rapidly in the mid-l9th 
century now appears to be dimi- 
nishing. Most of the known 
means of raking food output are 
already in wide use. The highest- 
yielding rice variety available to 
farmers in Aria in 1993 was re- 
leased in 1966 — more than a 
quarter-century ago. Today, 


progressive farmers arc peering 
over the shoulders of agricultural 
scientists looking for new help in 
boosting production, only to find 
not much is forthcoming. 

The growfb in meat produc- 
tion, like that of grain, is slowing. 
Between 1950 and 1987, worm 
meat production increased almost 
four fold, boosting the amount 
per person from 18 kilogrammes 
to 32 kilogrammes. Since 1987, 
however, it has not increased at 
all. Underlying this overall 
stagnation is a rather dramatic 
slowdown in the production of 
beef and murton, resulting from 
the inability of grasslands to sup- 
port more cattle and sheep. From 
1950 to 1990. world beer output 
increased 2.5-fold. But from 1990 
to 1992 — with grasslands almost 
fully used or overused on every 
continent — per capita beef pro- 
duction for the world fell six per 
cent. 

The supply of fish, like that of 
meat, no longer keeps pace with 
increases' in human numbers. 
Here, too, there has been a rever- 
sal of the historic trend. Between 
1950 and 1989, with the aid of 
increased numbers of ships and 
more sophisticated fishing tech- 
nologies, the global catch ex- 
panded almost fivefold to 100 
million tonnes. Now, United Na- 
tions marine biologists believe 
the oceans may have readied 
.their limit. The world's ocean 
catch per capita declined seven 
per cent from 1989 until 1992 and 
is likely to continue declining ’if 
population continues to grow. A* 
a result, seafood prices are rising 
steadily. 

Getting more animal protein, 
whether in the form of beef or 
farm-raised fish, now depends on 
gain and soybean meal for feed. 
Those dealing to maintain anim- 
al protein intake now compete 
with those trying to consume 
more grain directly. 

While biological constraints are 
fordngdiscontinuities in agricul- 
ture and oceanic fisheries, atmos- 
pheric constraints — the mount- 
ing risks associated with pollution 
and global wanning — ore alter- 
ing energy trends On the broadest 
level, this will entail shifting in- 
vestment from fossil fuels and 
nuclear power towards renew- 
ables — and towards greater 
energy efficiency in every human 
activity. 

We pvwPt ystjeethe end of 
the fossil foe] age, but we can see 
the beginning .of its. decline. 
World oil production peaked in 
1979. World coal production 


British government road plans 
collide with environment 
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WINCHESTER, England — 
Where there was once a British 
beauty spot, there is now a 
gaping gash in the hillside, 
barbed wire and a 24-hour 
securiry guard on workers 
building a six-lane highway. 

Twyford Down is the site of 
a head-on collision between 
environmentalists and the Brit- 
ish government over its huge 
road building programme. 

Several people were impris- 
oned in July for invading the 
site and machinery is regularly 
vandalised. 

A Tribe" of environmental- 
ists set up camp on the Don- 
gas, a collection of ancient 
trackways officially listed for 
their archaeological and natu- 
ral interest. The protestors 
were forcibly removed in De- 
cember and much of the Don* 
gac, home to rare species of 
orchid and butterfly, have 
since been destroyed. 

Building contractors have 
now almost finished carving a 
one-kilometre long, 120-metre 
wide trench through the once- 
wooden hill outside the cathed- 
ral town of Winchester. 

When the project is finished 
early next year Twyford down 
will be the last link of a motor- 
way stretching from London to 
the south coast dry of South- 
ampton. . 

“If they get away with this it 
will give them carte blanche for 
the whole of England." said 
Becky Lush, who spent two 
weeks in prison last month for 
trespass. 

••It is the most protected 
landscape in' the south and still 
they can chive a road through 
it," she said. Security men with 
video cameras watched her ev- 
ery move as she peered over 
the wire fence surrounding the 
site. 

Even lush concedes the bat- 
tle for Twyford Down is now 
lost. But protesters believe 
their fight was not in vain and 
it could stop further desecra- 
tion of the countryside. 

"There is no one in the 
environmental movement who 
does not believe Twyford 
Down was a sacrifice worth 
making as it has woken up 


By Robert Woodward 
Reuter 


■middle England' to what is 
happening," says Jai Redman 
of Twyford Down Alert. "The 
government wants us air to 
wore hip the same God — the 
motor car." 

The Conservative govern- 
ment has pledged 24 billion 
pounds ($36 billion) until 1999 
for by-passes, motorways and 
other improvements. It be- 
lieves these will improve indus- 
try's efficiency, make travell- 
ing easier and improve the 
living standards of people in 
towns throttled by traffic. 

But many Britons believe 
Transport Secretary John Mac- 
Gregor should be looking at 
ways of cutting traffic, not 
helping it. 

At present there are 25 mil- 
lion vehicles for Britain’s 56 
million population and the 
government says road traffic 
could double by 2025. In most 
cities parking is a major 
headache and pollution from 
traffic often builds to danger- 
ous levels. 

Problems associated with 
cars are most grave in the 
south of England. Within 50 
kilometres of London there are 
few places where you cannot 
hear the throb of traffic. Car 
ownership in London is ex- 
pected to increase 50 per cent 
m the next 20 years. 

Opposition politicians ac- 
cuse the government of having 
a one-track policy and ignoring 
the benefits of public trans- 
port. 

Less than five per cent of 
heavy freight is carried on Bri- 
tain's railways and the govern- 
ment’s plan to privatise the rail 
network is widely expected to 
lead to higher fares and (ess 
services, increasing the press- * 
ure on the road system. 

"There should be a fun- 
damental review of the road 
^ programme to encourage peo- 
ple to transfer to public trans- 
port," says John Prescon, 
transport spokesman for the 
main opposition Labour Party. 
"This is the only way to deal 
with congestion and environ- 
mental problems.” 

Until the last two years, the 


main brake on the govern- 
ment’s road plans was tight 
spending limits imposed by the 
treasury. 

Now there are clear signs 
that public anger is growing, 
particularly among traditional 
Conservative voters in the 
countryside. Much of that dis- 
quiet has been triggered by 
events at Twyford Down. 

"Many only realise now how 
for it's gone. We were scream- 
ing but no one was listening," 
said Mr. Jai as he watched 
diggers crunch through the 
chalk deep inside the cutting. 
"Now they've seen what has 
happened and they are getting 
active before it happens to 
diem.” 

Last month Mr. MacGregor 
was forced to drop plans to 
drive a trunk road through 
Oxleas Wood, an 8,000 year- 
old forest in south-east Lon- 
don, after widespread protests. 

Environmental organisa- 
tions have combined forces to 
fight the threat from roads and 
they are being led by small 
radical groups. Non-violent 
direct action is becoming the 
norm, even among the law- 
abiding middle classes, they 
say. 

“Twyford Down and Oxleas 
Wood have given incredible 
strength of spirit to ordinary 
people,” said a spokesman for 
a London pressure group. "It's 
given them power and a real 
reeling that the time is right to 
act.” 

Pressure groups see govern- 
ment plans to widen sections of 
the M25 orbital motorway 
around London to 14 1 !anes, 
making it the biggest road out- 
side the United States, as the 
next flashpoint. 

The widening will affect 
hard-core Conservative voters 
in wealthy suburbs west of 
London. Opposition to the 
scheme is loud and transcends 
political boundaries. 

"Short of declaring martial 
law it is difficult to know what 
they (the government) can do,’ 
said Jonathan Bray or the anti- 
road co-ordinating group 
Alarm UK. 


dropped in 1990, in 1991 and 
again in 1992, interrupting a 
growth trend that had spanned 
two centuries. Of the three fossil 
fuels, only dean-burning natural 
gas is expanding output rapidly. 

With cal, it was the higher price 
that initially arrested growth. 
More recently, the pall of auto- 
mativc air pollution in cities like 
Los Angeles, Mexico City and 
Rome has slowed the once- 
un restrained growth in motor 
vehicle use ana, therefore, in oil 
tee. With coal, it was neither 
supply nor price (the world has at 
least a few centuries of coal re- 
serves left) but the effects of air 
pollution on human health, of 
add rain on forests and crops and 
of rising carbon dioxide concen- 
trations on the earth's climate 
that have sent the industry into 
decline. 

What then wiQ power the fu- 
ture world economy? Fifteen 
years ago, many would have said 
that nuclear power will. But the 
problems of waste disposal and 
safety have proved expensi v e and 
intractable and nuclear power is 
being challenged on economic 
grounds in most of the countries 
where it is produced. 

Even as the nuclear and fossil 
fuel industries have faltered, 
three new technologies that har- 
ness energy directly or indirectly 
from the sun to produce electric- 
ity — M)|ar thermal power plants, 
photovoltaic cells and wind 
generators — are surging. In 
wind power, particularly, break- 
throughs in turbine technology 
are setting the stage for rapid 
expansion in the years »twd- 

Tbe potential for wind power 
far exceeds that of hydropower, 
which currently supplies one-fifth 
of world electricity- England and 
Scotland alone have enough wind 
potential to satisfy half of 
Europe’s electricity needs. Two 
U.S. states — North Dakota and 
South Dakota — have enough 
wind to satisfy easily the whole 
country’s electricity needs. And 
wind resource assessments by 
Pelting have documented enough 
wind potential to raise China's 
electricity supply three-fold. 

For Third world Villages not 
yet connected to a grid, photovol- 
taic arrays are a more practical 
source. With the World Bank 
beginning to support this technol- 
ogy, costs will fall fast, making 
photovoltaic cells even more 
.competitive. Over the longer 
.serin, cheap -solar electricity In 
r. various forms will permit conver- 
sion of electricity info hydrogen. 


offering an efficient means of 
energy transportation and stor- 
age. 

With constraints emerging up 
primary economic sectors such as 
graft, fish and livestock produc- 
tion, as well as scarcities of fresh 
water, we may be moving into 
an era of slower economic growth 
overall. World economic growth 
reached its historical high at 5.2 
per cent per year during the '60s, 
slowed to 3.4 per cent in {he 70s, 
and 2.9 per cent in the '80s. 
Dcspifo this slowdown, per capita 
output of goods and services rose 
as overall economic growth 
stayed ahead of population. 

Now that too may be reversing. 
From 1990 to 1992, the world 
economy expanded at 0.6 per 


cent per year. Living standards 
are falling. 

The conventional economic 
wisdom concerning the recession 
of the early 70s attributes it to 
economic mismanagement in the 
advanced industrial countries 
(particularly the United Stares, 
Germany and Japan) and to the 
disruption associated with econo- 
mic reform in the centrally plan- 
ned economies. These are 
obviously the dominant forces 
slowing world economic growth, 
but they are not the only ones. 
The once -popular question of 
"growth or no growth” now 
seems largely irrelevant. A more 
fundamental question is how to 
satisfy the basic needs of the 
world's people without further 


disrupting the economy's support 
systems and jeopardising the 
prospects of future generations. 

Of all the discontinuties that 
have become apparent in the past 
few years, however, the upwards 
shift in the population growth 
trend may be most disturbing. 
Throughout the 1960$ and 1970s, 
declining fertility held oat hope 
for braking, population growth 
before it began to undermine 
living standards. The 1980s, 
however, turned out to be a lost 
decade, oqe in which the United 
States now only abdicated its 
leadership role, 'but also with- 
drew- financial support from the 
U.N. Population Fund and the 
International Planned Parent- 
hood Federation. This deprived 


millions of couples in the Third 
World of access to the family 
planning services. 

That population growth could 
undermine living standards has 
now become a matter of deepen- 
ing concern. In early 1992, the 
U.S. National Academy of Scien- 
ces and the Royal .Society Of 
London together issued a report 
soberly warning that “If current 
predictions of population growth 
prove accurate and patterns of 
human activity on the planet re- 
main unchanged, science and 
technology may not be able to 
prevent either irreversible de- 
gradation of the environment oir 
continued poverty for much Qf 
the world” — The Washington 
Post 
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Yugoslavs adjust to living in poverty 


By Natela Cotter 
Reuter 

BELGRADE — “I have enough 
coffee for the next five days and 
then I guess I just won’t drink 
coffee any more.” said pensioner 
Mirjana Pavlovic. queueing out; 
side a Belgrade bank where she 
was trying to withdraw the little 
she had left in her account. 

“I haven’t bought meat since 
last month when prices skyrock- 
eted, and coffee is out of the 
question,” said 60-year-old Pav- 
lovic. 

Amid economic chaos and 
hyperinflation, some 97 per cent 
of the population of rump Yugos- 
lavia lives below the poverty 
level. The standard of living has 
plummerted to subsistence levels 
since last year, according to gov- 
ernment statistics. 

Ms. Pavlovic’s monthly income 
amounted to less than 56 ex- 
changed at the black market rate 
— enough to buy a kilo of coffee 
or three bottles of aspirin. 

Struck by galloping inflation 
rooted in sanctions imposed for 
Yugoslavia's role in the war in 
Bosnia, the cash-strapped Cen- 
tral Bank has been unable to 
issue people with either their 
monthly salaries or their savings. 

“1 came to the bank to see if I 
could withdraw my money before 
inflation consumes it, but the 
bank has no cash and I have no 


money to spend," said Ms. Pavlo- 
vic, almost in tears as she stood in 
front of Savija Banka alongside 
many long-faced, disgruntled 
people. 

Ms. Pavlovic is one of the 1.2 
million pensioners in Serbia who 
have been pushed to the bottom 
of the social ladder by a daily 
one-per cent hyperinflation and 
prices that jump twice a day, 
some by more than 200 per cent. 

She, like many others, depends 
on relatives to help her out or 
simply on the bank's goodwill to 
turn a blind eye on her current 
account overdraft. 

Banks, strapped for cash, issue 
cheques to depositors and have 
long since given up prosecuting 
those who are in the red. 

“Millions are in ihe red. What 
we are dealing with here is a 
massive "bouncing-of-cheques 
operation” that no one is ready to 
put a stop to in this desperate 
social climate," said a bank teller. 
“Its an unofficial form of credit- 
ing our depositors.” 

Energy prices increased 
threefold last week, raising fears 
chat many will not be able to beat 
their homes this winter. 

Average citizens, depending 
only on iheir monthly salary, are 
forced to choose between buying 
a kilo of meat, a box of detergent 
or a month’s supply of cigarettes. 

Fist-fights frequently break out 
on the streets in front of cigarette 


kiosks and policemen stand guard 
as new consignments arrive to 
prevent street vendors from 
hoarding to resell them at twice 
the price. 

The value of the Yugoslav di- 
nar tumbled against the dollar 
again-., last week, going from 100 
million to 150 minion dinars in 
the space of seven hours, black 
market dealers said. 

The dinar was officially de- 
valued for a fourth time this year, 
putting the dollar at 105 million 
dinars. Even now, hard currency 
brings double the amount on the 
black market. 

The National Bank of Yugosla- 
via said it will chop six zeroes off 
the dinar currency within a 
month, while simultaneously 
issuing even larger banknotes in a 
feeble attempt to keep pace with 
the hyperinflation. 

Belgrade black-market dealers, 
who are on every street comer, 
say the real culprits for economic 
disaster are, the "big mafiosos” 
ranging from local police to 
underground chieftains. 

“The big guys are the ones that 
really make a lot of money," said 
money dealer Mile, who plies his 
trade near one of Belgrade's 
largest vegetable markets, Kale- 
nic Pijaca. 

“I’m an engineer. I am forced 
to do this because I have two 
children to feed," said Mile sadly. 
He said be used to be paid $1,500 


a month but now receives only 
$12 a month for his official work. 

"I earn anywhere between $30 
and S70 a day by buying and 
selling currencies," he said. Local 
people are* keen to convert their 
dinars into hard currency as 
quickly as possible. 

"It’s no use keeping dinars in 
your pocket,” said one local taxi 
driver. "If I want to hold on to my 
money I have to convert dinars 
into hard currency after every 
shift," he said. 

The government announced 
last January that it would declare 
war on speculators to help prop 
up an economy crippled by sanc- 
tions and the war. But local 
police only recently began a half- 
hearted crackdown on black mar- 
ker dealers, arresting 457 in just 
one swoop last month. 


Mile complained that only: 
small-time dealers were being, 
taken into custody while "those 
who really counted were un- 
touchable." 

Just a few blocks away from; 
where Mile and his colleagues - 
were standing, police started 
clearing the streets of money and 
cigarette vendors, many of them 
refugees from Bosnia. 

“We can really only take their 
goods and money away from 
them but we can’t keep them in 
custody,” said Rocky, a young 
police officer, shrugging his 
shoulders. 

He explained that the govern- 
ment bad not made any new laws 
to cope with street vendors and 
currency dealers. 

“It’s just a vicious circle," he 
concluded. 
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A young Bosnian boy takes a swafflow of water one 
day water Is resumed to Sarajevo. The situati on is 
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Japan bombarded with weak economic 
data and discouraging company results 


iOKYQ (AFP) — Japan was 
bombarded Tuesday with an 
'array of weak economic data and 
corporate profit declines, reflect- 
ing the adverse impact of the 
.yen's appreciation and slumping 
-sales in almost all major markets 
.except Asia. 

.* The most discouraging news 
;came from the Economic Plan- 
ning Agency, which revised its 
assessment of the Japanese eco- 
-nomy downward last week amid 
-growing signs that the country is 
sheading towards a double dip 
recession. 

The agency said Tuesday its 
leading index of economic indka- 
*tors remained below the crucial 
-boom-or-bust line of 50 points in 
- June for the second month in a 
row, falling from a revised 41.7 
jJoints in May to a mere 30.4 per 
•points. 

’ The index measures 13 areas of 
economic activity, indicating the 
-outlook in the coming six months. 
Fifty points is considered the 
dividing line between future ex- 
pansion or contraction in overall 
activity. 

“We don't consider that the 
economy will continue to deterio- 
rate,” an agency official said. 
“But we can't expect a rapid 
recovery." 


Negative factors in June in- 
cluded commodity prices, em- 
ployment, machinery orders, in- 
ventories of finished goods, hous- 
ing starts, shipments of durable 
goods and corporate profits, the 
agency said. 

Among other discouraging 
announcements Tuesday: 

— The Japan chain store asso- 
ciation said sales at supermarkets 
in July fell 2.6 per cent from a 
year earlier to 1,370 billion yen 
($13 billion), marking 11 months 
of uninterrupted declines. 

Sales of food rose 1.2 per cent, 
but clothing sales fell 8.3 per cent 
and overall, sales are not expected 
to improve in August which was 
marred by continued cool weath- 
er. 

The international trade and in-, 
dustry ministry said industrial 
output in the three months to 
June shrank 1.5 per cent from the 
previous quarter with shipments 
falling 2.7 per cent. 

Inventories declined only 0.7 
per cent and continuing adjust- 
ment may depress production 
further in the current quarter. 

— Matsushita Electric Indust- 
rial Co. Ltd. said group pretax 
earnings fell seven per cent to 
33.7 billion yen in the three 
months to June with sales down 


seven per cent to 1.596 billion 
yen. 

“The high yen, tow demand for 
audio-visual products and the 
negative impact of Japan's cool 
summer on airconditioner sales 
all contributed," the world’s big- 
gest consumer electronics manu- 
facturer said. 

— Honda Motor Co. Ltd. said 
group pretax profit plunged 55 
per cent to 15.3 billion yen in tbe 
same period, with sales falling 17 
per cent to 920 billion yen. 

“Although overall sales 
volume in Asia excluding Japan 
showed a steady increase, a de- 
cline in sales of automobiles in 
Japan, North America and 
Europe, as well as tbe strong 
impact of the higher yen, nega- 
tively affected revenue.” the 
third-biggest Japanese carmaker 
said. 

— TDK Corp. said worldwide 
profits before tax plunged 42 per 
cent to 6.4 billion yen in the same 
three months with sales falling 9.6 
per cent to 121 billion yen. 

The world's largest maker of 
magnetic tapes said the declines 
reflected the yen’s surge and a 
slump in demand for video and 
cassette tapes. 

— Moody Investors Serivces 
Inc. placed the long-term credit 


rating of Sony Corp. under re- 
view for possible downgrading, 
citing downward pressure on the 
Japanese electronics giant’s pro- 
fits and cash flow. 

Finance Minister Hirosbisa 
Fuji’s disclosure Tuesday that the 
Japanese government im- 
plemented 56 per cent of this 
year’s public works projects in 
the first quarter, the highest ratio 
since 1966. was meanwhile 
greeted cautiously. 

“These funds are simply not 
being injected into the economy 
quickly enough to have much 
positive effect," said Kenneth 
Courtis, senior economist at 
Deutsche Bank Capital Markets 
(Asia). 

He blamed the “cascade of 
political scandals" in Japan and 
the "pervasive reluctance on the 
part of local authorities to engage 
in much new spending for fear — 
rightly or wrongly — of being 
drawn into a web of suspicion. 

“Japan is caught iu the tighten- 
ing grip of a vicious deflationary 
vice," Mr. Courtis said, noting 
that spending delays had com- 
bined with the cool summer and 
the strong yen to push the eco- 
nomy bade into recession* in the 
current quarter following a re- 
latively strong performance. 


Budget crisis weakens 
Australian government 


CANBERRA (R) — Prime 
Minister Paul Keating’s ability to 
push his budget past opposition 
parties m parliament weakened 
Tuesday with the publication of 
an opinion poll showing a col- 
lapse in government popularity. 

- With only 31 per cent support 
Mr. Keating's government is now 
less popular than any administra- 
tion since the Labour Party 
gained power in 1983, the news- 
poll in The Australian newspaper 
said. 

Newspoll said the budget had 
prompted the greatest slump in 
government popularity — 10 per- 
centage points in two weeks — it 
had ever recorded. 


tion to resolve the issue. 

The government would prob- 
ably not accept senate amend- 
ments to the budget bills, he said. 

Bui analysts said it was difficult 
to see the government risking an 
election under the circumstances, 
the newspoll showed the official 
opposition party, the Liberal- 
Nationals. with 54 per cent sup- 
port. 23 percentage point ahead 
of the government. 


Analysts said Mr. Keating was 
now in no position to threaten 
hostile parties in the senate, the 
upper house of parliament. 

“I don’t think the government 
can now force the budget through 
in an untouched form." Elaine. 
Thompson, a political analyst 
with the University of New South 
Wales, said. 

Instead Mr. Keating will have 
to negotiate with the 10 middle- 
ground senators — Australian 
democrats, greens and an inde* 
pendent — who hold the balanpe 
cf power in the senate. 

The minor parties have deman- 
ded changes to the budget, which 
raised almost every indirect tax as 
part of a plan to reduce the deficit 
from 16 billion Australian dollars' 
($10.7 billion) in 1993/94 to below 
6 billion Australian dollars ($4 
billion) in 1996/97. 

Health Minister Graham 
Richardson said Tuesday there 
was a pretty good chance the 
government would call an elec- 


Oiher ministers steered dear of 
election talk but Treasurer John 
Dawkins, who announced the 
budget on Aug. i7, stood by bis 
warning that the budget's* key 
elements were non-negotiable. 

"We can’t see the bits fall off.” 
Mr. Dawkins told reporters in 
Sydney. "We didn't put this 
paper up as a negotiating pack- 
age." i 

“I think it would be a very sad 
day for Australia if we got into 
the sort of situation that they are in. in 
the United States where the ex- 
ecutive government is unable to 
secure the passage of its legisla- 
tion through the parliament,” 
Mr. Dawkins said. 


Australian budgets normally 
pass through parliament without 
dissent, with opposition parties in 
the senate recognising govern- 
ment’s right to govern through its 
house of representatives major- 
ity. 

The government's constitution- 
al remedy to senate obstruction is 
to force both houses of parlia- 
ment to an election. 


The Australian 1 dollar fell 
almost one U.S. cent to US 
0.6650 in New York trading Mon- 
day as foreign exchange markets 
reacted to the crisis. 


Campaign barely 
curbs China state 


industry losses 


PEKING (Agendes) — A nearly 
two-year-old campaign to restruc- 
ture China’s lous-maldng state en- 
terprises has managed to cut in- 
dustrial red ink by only 3.6 per 
cent, the official Xinhua News 
Agency reported. 

Disappointed by the poor re- 
sults. Peking has resorted to an 
old-fashioned cure — Stalinist- 
style loss-reduction by decree. 

The State Economic and Trade 
Commission and the ministry of 
finance decreed at a national 
meeting that losses by state- 
owned enterprises must fall 20 
per cent by the end of 1993 and 
the number of loss-making firms 
trimmed by fiv«. per cent in the 
same period, Xinhua said late 
Monday. 

Commission Vice-Minister Shu 
Wanpeng said the restructuring 
begun in late 1991 had, by the 
end of 1992, yielded only a 3.6 
per cent reduction in red ink. at 
the state enterprises and a 4.2 per 
cent drop in their overall number. 

The restructuring called for 
grafting useful operations and 
workers from major loss-making 
enterprises on to flourishing but 
labour-short market-oriented 
firms. • 

Plants that could not be sal- 
vaged were to be closed and their 
workers furloughed at half pay. 

Analysts say state industry's 
perennial losses — projected 
optimistically at 84.4 billion yuan 
($14.8 billion) this year — po&_- a 
threat to China's economic 
growth, which sizzled at a year- 
on-year 14 per cent rate in the 
first half of 1993. 

They say Peking's printing of 
money to finance huge industrial 


subsidies is a key contributor to 
China's inflationary spiral. 

Peking has floated numerous 
ideas for prodding loss-makers 
into fiscal health, vowing to make 
some responsible for profits and 
losses by year’s end. 

Mr. Shi said new plans were 
afoot to curb losses in the pet- 
roleum. coal and defence indus- 
tries through unspecified re- 
forms. 

But there is virtually no chance 
that state-owned industry will be 
allowed to die on the altar of 
market forces. 

Accounting officially for 55 per 
cent of China's industrial produc- 
tion. including the entire energy 
and transport sectors, state indus-. 
try is a cornerstone of Communist 
Party authority: ■ 

A vice minister_of finance, Li 
Yanling, told the conference that 
loss reduction can be achieved' 
only by “deepening the reform 
and transforming enterprises’ 
opera naJ mechanism” — code- 
wort )T a go-slow policy on the 
shift .i market economics. 

Recent increases in state-set 
coal and petroleum prices, 
though inflationary, have helped 
reduce losses in those key indus- 
tries, both of which are owned by 
the government. 

An official in tbe oil sector said 
that China will lay off some 
500,000 workers in the oil and 
natural gas sector by 1995 as part 
of a broad' restructuring as the 
country shifts to a market eco- 
nomy. 

The plan also includes far- 
reaching price reforms to create a 
unified system in line with the 
world market within three years. 


He was tough. 
He was mean. 


They called him 
‘Macho Beagle/’ 


He carried his 
own felt pen. 
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Balladur tells ministers to close r an k s 


PARIS (R) — France's conserva- 
tive government, buffeted by re- 
cession and a run on tbe franc 
since taking office just four 
months ago, met for six hours 
Monday to draw up its strategy 
for the country's economic crisis. 

Prime Minister Edouard Balla- 
dur called on his ministers to 
dose ranks in fighting unemploy- 
ment, described by government 
spokesman Nicolas Sarkozy as 
the premier's biggest worry. 
“All our work must go towards 


In the latest, a group writing in 
the monthly Revue des Deux 
Mondes” described "the tragedy 
of the strong franc” which it said 
could only be alleviated by sharp- 
ly lowering interest rates and 
breaking the link between the 
franc and the mark. 

They also condemned tbe 
strong-arm tactics of the treasury 
and Bank of France who they said 
were s tiflin g economic debate. 
The letter was signed 
Galileo,” after tbe 17th century 


into slump. 
Germany, 


its main 


reduce the number of tax ten*, 
tradimi would cost the state just .ferjj" 

Uon to 10 biUion francs (Sl&num 


partner and ally, has too many 
problems of its own to be’ much, to S1.7 bdnop, 
help, while at home angry far- ovei^l spenamg^ ^ Balladur 
mere are once again threatening tQ reaffirm his aim of 

. _ _ innnAtnrv 


to blockade rans next: mouiu. ® 'rrTTT ” -aiitious monetary 
Moreover, the virtual collapse sticking interest 

of the ERM has left a huge bole pohqy, sWy fowenng 
in die dream of European Union ^ ££ 

which has been the centerpiece of steeply in a aasn , 

French foreign policy for almost a q d Monday the Bank of 

decade. France lowered its 24-bow rate 


solving this problem," Mr. Sar- philosopher forced to recant his 
kozy, who is also budget minister, “heretical" views and admit that 


told reporters. 

But apart from a slight easing 
of income tax, Mr. Balladur is not 
expected to change significantly 
policies which have made the 
fight against inflation and defence 
of the franc priorities. 

The meeting was the first since 
the virtual collapse of the Euro- 
pean Community's exchange rate 
mechanism (ERM) on Aug. 2 
and came amid calls for France to 
take advantage of the effective 
float of the franc to slash interest 
rates and boost' economic growth . 

In an increasingly venomous 
campaign, government critics 
have published a series of anony- 
mous letters demanding a change 
of course to tackle recession and 
unemployment at 11.6 per cent 


the sun really did revolve round 
the earth. 

The premier told ministers the 
government and majority must 
not be riven by dissent, Mr. 
Sarkozy said. 

“The country’s troubles are se- 
rious enoguh to that the govern- 
ment must set an example of 
unity, solidarity and teamwork," 
he said. 

Mr. Balladur, still the most 
popular premier since World War 
n, has however seemed immune 
both to such criticism and to the 
ERM debacle over which his 
government has presided. 

Unemployment is officially 
forecast to hit 12.5 per cent by the 
end of the year as France’s high 
real interest rates dig it deeper 


In response, Mr. Balladur. has 
relied on fine-tuning the economy 
rather than give it a radical over- 
haul. 


by half a percentage point t o 7.75 
per cent, the fifth small cut since 
the ERM crisis. 

The cautious approach on rates 


Last week his government appears to underline the author- 
announced a five-year plan to jp-ggi determination to keep the 


loosen up working conditions and 
cut payroll taxes while leaving 
intact the key planks of France's 
employment laws. 

This week, he is to tackle the 
byzantine tax system. 

Newspapers said the govern- 
ment may cut income tax by two 
per cent from 1994 — essentially 
for the middle classes — in an 
attempt to encourage consumer 
spending. 

But in a country where income 
tax is low and only one household 
in two even pays it, tbe impact 
would be limited. 

Financial daily Les Echos said 
the tax changes, which will also 


franc’s link to the mark and keep 
up progress towards economic 


and monetary union (EMU). 

Signs of whether France will be 
rewarded for that effort may 
emerge Thursday Mr. Bal- 
ladur flies to Boat jr talks with 
German Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl. 

The Bundesbank council, 

which still holds the key to lower 
interest rates across Europe, 
meets in Frankfurt that day. 

A German rate cut could com- 
fort Mr. Balladur in his calm 
assurance that the franc-mark 
link can be kept alive. 


Economists say German central bank likely 
to cut discount rate half a point tomorrow 


FRANKFURT (AFP) — The 
majority of German economists 
are convinced* that the Bundes- 
bank wifl cut its discount rate by 
half a point at the Thursday 
meeting of its policy-making cen- 
tral council, or at the latest at the 
following meeting, to make it 
easier to handle monetary policy. 

But it is primarily “technical 
factors” that are poshing the Ger- 
man central bank into reducing 
that key interest rate, the experts 
say. The point is that since the 
bank has reduced its securities 
repurchase (“repo”) rate die last 
few weeks to 6.S per oent against, 
almost 7.3 per cent in mid-July, it 
no longer has enough room for 
maneuver in daily management 
of monetary policy. 

By maintaining its discount 
rate at 6.75 per cent at its July 29 


meeting, the Bundesbank aggra- 
vated the wave of speculation 
shaking the European monetary 
stystem (EMS), which was to 
lead, on Aug. 2, to a drastic 
widening of the permitted fluc- 
tuation bands within the ex- 
change rate mechanism. Since 
then, the mark has appreciated 
only moderately against the other 
European currencies. 

Since the other EC countries 
now have more elbow-room in 
adapting their monetary .policies 
to their specific economic situa- 
tion thanks to the widening of the 
bands to 15 per cent on either 
side of the central values, there is 
now considerably less pressure on 
the Bundesbank to chop rates 
sharply, economists note. 

As die Bundesbank central 
council meets Thursday in Frank- 


furt, Chancellor Helmut Kohl 
wflJ be welcoming Erench Prime 
Minister Edouard Balladur in 
Bonn. But Commerzbank eco- 
nomist Peter Pietscfa says “there 
is no longer any real (French) 
political pressure" on die Bun- 
desbank, but at most a French 
“wish" to see die German in- 
terest rates lowered.' 

Analysts are divided in their 
interpretation of recent state- 
ments by Bundesbank officials. 
In its August report, the bank 
acknowledged that, tike other 
European central banks, it bad 
more room for maneuver after 
the Aug. 2 decision to widen the 
EMS bands — but it addedd that 
die margin be “used with cau- 
tion.” 

Last Friday, Bundesbank Pres- 
ident Helmut Schlesinger warned 



measures 


TASHKENT^ Uzbekistan (R) 
The former" Soviet republic of 
Kyrgyzstan, a major recipient of 
Western aid, announced stringent 
199 budgetary controls Tuesday 
to drag the country our of a 
deepening economic mess. 

Tne package, carried in ttie 
official Slovo Kyr g yzstana news- 
paper. outlaws state lending to 
state-owned industry and orders 
widespread redundancies in gov- 
ernment ministries, a local jour- 
nalist said by telephone. 

It also demands that all bran- 
ches of industry except agricul- 
ture, energy and bread prodoctioa 
pay five per cent of their sales 
revenues into a newly established 
social protection fund. The pay- 
ments are retroactive from Aug. 
15. 

“It is a very stringent package 
of measures," said a foreign di- 
plomat, speaking by telephone 
from the Kyrgyz capital Bishkek. 


“It remains to- be seen whether 
companies and the people in 
general can accept such harsh 
conditions." 

Kyrgyzstan was the first among 
four Central Asian states to push 
through an ambitious reform 
programme to transform its 
Soviet style economy. It was the 
first to dump the Soviet-era rou- 
ble and bring in its own currency, 
the som. 

Now, by announcing plans to 
slim a bloated bureaucracy, it has 
apparently moved further along 
the r efo r mi st road than other 
former Soviet republics, where 
state jobs are still sacrosanct. 

The reforms have already 
earned Kyrgyzstan plaudits from 
U.S. Prescient Bill Clinton and 
promises of nearly $500 million in 
international aid. 

But fox ordinary Kyrgyz, the 
changes have been pamml. 

The average wage slipped be- 


low .the poverty line in June; 
unemployment — - officially non- 
existent in Soviet days — has 
risen to 52,000 and industrial 
production fell by 25 per cent in 
the first half of 1993 from the 
same period of 1992. 

Industrialists complained 1 the 
introduction of the som made it 
hard to pay bills to Russia and 
other ex-Soviet states. Overall 
levels of indebtedness are high. 

The new budget measures, de- 
scribed in a decree from Prime. 
Minister Tursnnbek Chengyshev, 
aim to avert apayments crisis. 
They forecast 1993 expenditure at 
657 million som ($111 million) 
and income at 497 million som 
($84 million). 

Mr. Chengysbev’s decree also 
says all money earned this year 
from the privatisation of state 
property should be funnelled into 
government coffers. 

It calls for 10 per cent of 
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THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris 



“Aluminum siding! I think you’re 
overreacting to that gray hair 
you found.” 




SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
Hand AftMld 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 

one letter to each square, lo form 
four ordinary words. 


KARCC 


n 



M 

LJ 


L_ 

LJ 


MYKOS 


z:nz 

□ 

□ 


s 

1 

■ a 



S3 



TEKLET 





WHY THE ESCAPEE* 
CON ON THE LAM 
TOOK A JOB ' 

ON. THE KAILROAP. 


Now arrange the dueled letters to 
farm the surprise answer, as sup* 
gested by the above cartoon. 




Yesterday’s 


(Answers Mondavi 

Jumbles: FELON AMUSE SPORTY NUMBER 


Answer What experienced gossips often depend on— 
THEIR SENSE OF RUMOR 



THE Daily Crossword * c . 


ACROSS 
1 Ready money 
5 Atlantic or 
Pacific 

10 Bamako’s land 

14 Bread spread 

15 Grow 

16 Makes high 
■ marks 

17 Pohe address 

18 Piece of parsley 

19 Mother of Zeus 

20 Pronghorn 
22 Subsequently 

24 Subside 

25 Unctuous ■ 

26 19th century fur 
trader 

29 Perilous 
34 Skinful ones 

36 Hwys. 

37 Took 
sustenance 

38 Polio vaccine 
developer 

39 Merqer 

41 Kett of the 
comics 

42 Inventor 

Whitney 

43 Sheltered 

44 Soup dish 

46 Kitchen whistler 

49 Actress Terr’s 
famay 

50 Arte bunder 

51 woes 

53 Astronaut- 

seninor 
55 Not out of 
bounds 

59 Bum balm 

60 Foreign 

62 Tease 

63 Transaction 

64 Like some 

■ shower walls 

65 Spare 

66 Termini 

57 Blissful abodes 
68 Column® 
Bombeck 


a 

■ 

a 

a 

a 

■ 

■ 

■ 

a 

■ 

■ 

■ 





DOWN 

1 Unconscious 

SBtir 

2 Author k:::r.r 


3 Install 

4 Class act? 

5 Bean or Welles 

6 Topped off 

7 Emerald Isle 

8 "Do — say...” 

9 Remiss 

10 Selt-sacrificer 

11 Hurt 

12 Ogle 

13 “it — f ar _ far...- 

21 Meadow bird 

23 Bar drinks 

25 Aware 

26 Resource 

27 Fissile rock 

28 Actress Shire 

30 ’The Tempest" 
spirit 

31 Western 

32 Say 

33 Connery and 

Penn 

35 Oman, for one 

40 Holland: abbr. 

41 Not indelible 
Waj iy centuries 





against market disorders that 
might be caused by “excessive 
expectations'’ about a reduction 
of the Bundesbank’s key interest 
rates. 

He was aiming his remark at 
Deutsche Bank — bnt all the 
same, Deutsche Bank research 
economist Rainer Veit said 
chances of a cut in the discount 
rite this Thursday are better than 
50/50. . 

Over the weekend, Bundes- 
bank Vice-President Hans Tiet- 
meyer said in Jackson Hole, 
Wyoming, that a continued gra- 
dual lowering of interest rates 
would be possible if permitted by 
money supply and inflation 
trends. BHF economist Hermann 
Remsperger commented that 
with those conditions, -“that 
assertion is always true," 


-education ministry employees to 
made redundant and demands 
unspecified staffing cuts at the 
agriculture, labour and health 
ministries. 


It did not say when these cuts 
would be made. 

All exemptions from customs; 
duties are to be abolished and 
more students will be asked to 
pay for their tntion. 

U.S. economist Jeffrey Sadis, 
a Harvard professor who has also 
acted as adviser to other former 
communist states, told jounralfets 
he approved of reformist Presi- 
dent Askar Akayev. 

“Your republic is in a very 
difficult situation because you* 
parliament is very conservative,"; 
be told a news conference. ‘Tor 
example it is trying to stop the 
privatisation of land. But yolrr 
president is a wonderful person, 
with a good international image.” 
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45 Repulsive 
47 "Genuflects 
« "My Safer-- 
|2 Comes ashore 

53 Dell 

54 Caron 

55 Heap 


56 Max or Buddy. 

57 NovoUsr 
©’Flaherty 

58 Lab burner 

59 Summer 
drink 

61 Hat 
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Financial 

Markets 


Jordan 


l« cn 

Cairo 


>n Bank 


Currency 

tew Vw ib 
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CtPM 
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SMfUaX Pommd 


Deutsche Mark 


Swiss Franc 


French Franc 


Japanese Vis 


European L'memj Unit 


USD IW STCJ 


C ur r en cy 


U-S. Dollar 


Seer** Poos O 


Swfaa Franc 


French Franc 




I MTH 

3 MTHS 

6 MTHS 

\MR\MMWPB 

MEM 

5.10 

5.75 

5 .63 

4.7* 

6.44 

6.11 

4.6$ 

BS9 

4.5 0 

7.37 

7. It 

6.63 

t.13 

t.tl 

2.75 

7.94 

7.44 

6.93 
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Bid ! 

Offer 

0.69ZC 

! 0.6940 


Swiss Franc 


C=X 


0.4)00 

0.4120 

■ - 1 

0.4660 

0.4643 

0.1177 

0. 1113 

0.6670 

0.6703 

0.3641 

0 . 3665 

0.0 

0.0162 

• 0.0434 

0.0436 

! 0.01942 

0.01952 


u 24/«/f993 

Bid 

Offer 

t . a r 30 

7.2450 

0.039 55 

0.04055 

0.1 t4t 

0.7261 

2.2550 

2.3100 

0. ft 75 

0.729? 

0.2000 

0.2150 

IWKEnUM 

7.2270 

0. 1175 

0.1292 

0.2925 

0.3325 


1.3650 
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LONDON (R) — Following arc the buying and selling rates for 

faedte worid currencies ana gold ifsinst the dollar at nridscssioa 

tm the London Foreign Fwrhamr. and bullion markers Tuesday. 

US. a.® costs 1 .3170180 

Canadian dollar 

1.6840/50 

Deutschemarks 

1.8935/45 

Dutch guilders 

1.4842/52 

Swiss francs 

35.46/52 

Belgian francs 

5.8720/20 

Bench francs 

1595.5/7.5 

Italian lire 

103.85/95 

Japanese yen 

8.0930/13 

Swexfish crowns 

7.3020/22 

Norwegian crowns 

6.9120/32 

Danish crowns 

Om Mating SI. 4945/55 


* On owe*? of gold $372.60/373.10 



Cocoa and coffee 
emerge from gloom 
as demand rises 


LONDON {R) — Cocoa and 
Coffee prices continued to climb 
sharply Tuesday as the markets 
emerged from deep, prolonged 
depressions and looked set to 
stage sustained rises, traders and 
analysis said. 

Both experienced years of 
painful adjustment as excesses of 
production over demand were 
slowly eroded by low returns, 
forcing impoverished growers to 
cut hack on plantings and impor- 
tant inputs such as pesticides and 
fertilisers. 

But now that consumption is 
outstripping output it could take 
some time for producers to react 
to rising prices and expand. 

“We are going into a structural 
deficit and if it is proven we are 
going to have mega problems. 
The optimists are already target- 
ing £1,000 a tonne this year and 
£1,500 in 1994.” one cocoa trader 
said. 

London future markets in 
coco3 and coffee slipped to their 
lowest levels for around 20 years 
in 1992 of £509 and £670 a tonne 
respectively but have since 
bounced tack strongly and rose 
to highs Tuesday of £819 sterling 
and £1,256. 

Coffee producers gave an 
already recovering market a 
further boost lust week when 
following a meeting in Kampala 
they decided to retain up to 20 
per cent of (heir exports from 
Oct. 1 if prices had not reached 
certain target levels. 

Stocks of coffee had already 


been falling, with some traders 
forecasting a shortage would 
emerge in about 18 months time. 

Coffee roasters and chocolate 
manufacturers appear to have 
reacted calmly to the price nscs. 
although some are lootae to take 
increased cover in case the climb 
continues. 

“Few chocolate manufacturers 
appear to have really reacted to 
the price rise although a few have 
added to their cover.*' one cocoa 
trader said. 

U.S. funds, which speculate 
massive amounts of money on 
world markets, have not been so 
slow to see the potential for 
prices to move sharply higher and 
the Iasi New York commitment 
of traders report indicated they 
were substantially long of both 
commodities. 

“The funds are already very 
long but there is no reason why 
they should not add to their 
positions," one trader said. 

Analysts said the implications 
for retail prices of coffee and 
chocolate would probably be fair- 
ly limited, with many other inputs 
such as transport and processing 
also major factors in tbe cost of 
the finished product. 

The preceding falls in prices of 
the raw materials rarely led to 
any significant cut at a retail 
level, they added. 

Coffee and cocoa are also still 
cheap in comparison with the 
heights reached in previous 
booms. 


UAE presses on with 
energy projects despite 
price slide, carbon tax 


Algeria favours 
debt rescheduling 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — The 
United Arab Emirates (UAE) is 
pressing ahead with multi- 
million-doUar projects to expand 
its energy sector despite weak oil 
prices and a proposed Western 
carbon tax. 

Tbe UAE aims to increase oil 
production capacity to more than 
three million barrels per day (b/d) 
by 1995 from the current level of 
around 2.5 million b/d as well as 
to boost gas output and the 
capacity of its two refineries. 

“Plans to develop onshore and 
offshore oilfields continued un- 
abated in 1992.” the official UAE 
news agency WAM said in an oil 
report. 

“Some 87 new wells were dril- 
led last year, compared to 59 in 
1991, while four new rigs joined 
the 17 existing rigs.” 

WAM gave no figures on the 
costs of such projects but oil 
industry sources estimated them 
at more than S5 billion, bringing 
the total investment in the oil 
industry to more than $20 billion 
since 1970. 

Offidab said a $1 billion pro- 
ject to double gas production on 
Das island to around five million 
tonnes per year was still under- 
way ana it would be completed at 
the end of 1994. 

The expansion was requested 
by a Japanese electricity firm 
which imports all the gas. 


WAM quoted a report by the 
UAE’s leading oil firm, the Abu 
Dhabi national Oil Company 
(ADCO), as saying it had made 
“great progress” in development 
of its main onshore fields, espe- 
cially Asad, Buhasa and Bad. 

Officials said plans were also 
underway to boost the output 
capacity of Umm Al Nark refin- 
ery to 85,000 b/d from around 
72.000 bid, while there were stu- 
dies to raise Al Ruwais refinery's 
capacity of nearly 130,000 b/d. 

The UAE currently produce 
around 2.2 million h/d of crude 
and its oil reserves are estimated 
at 98 billion barrets and gas at 5.6 
trillion cubic metres (1S6.6 nril- 
lioc cubic feet). 

It has the world’s third-largest 
gas reserves after the former 
Soviet Union and Iran. 

Other Gulf states have also 
launched plans to expand their 
energy sector to meet world de- 
mand although oil prices have 
remained weak and a proposed 
western carbon tax could slow 
demand and further cut their 
earnings. 

The tax, proposed by the Euro- 
pean Community to protect the 
environment, has drawn sharp 
criticism from Gulf states and 
other oil producers, wPj> charged 
the EC. only tpugh: additional 
revenue to tackle budget deficits. 


PARIS (R) — French Foreign 
minister Alain Juppe said Tues- 
day Algeria’s new Prime Minister 
Redha Malek was in favour of 
rescheduling his country’s foreign 
debt and could lead the troubled 
North African country to crucial 
economic reform. 

“Malek has said be was pre- 
pared to reschedule Algeria's 
debt — something his dismissed 
predecessor firmly opposed. This 
would allow Algeria to win inter- 
national credits and modernise its 
economy,” Mr. Juppe said in a 
radio interview. 

He said France was well dis- 
posed towards the new premier, a 
former foreign minister and 
ambassador to Paris whom he 
described as a modernist deter- 
mined to reform the economy 
and fight Islamic fundamental- 
ism. 

“Algeria needs more economic 


reform and more political dia- 
logue with democratic forces. We 
arc prepared io help.” Mr. Juppe 
said. 

Mr. Malek was appointed at 
the weekend to replace Abdul 
Sclam Belaid whose austerity 
policies over the past year have 

been denounced as a failure by 
political parties, trade unions and 
business leaders. 

Some experts predict that on 
present trends Algeria will be 
unable to service its estimated 
$26 billion foreign debt bv mid- 
1994.- 

Economic reform to create 
jobs for the fast-growing popula- 
tion is seen as the key to success 
against Islamic fundamentalists, 
who would have won a par- 
liamentary election in January 
1992 if the authorities had not 
halted the vote. 
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Citizen manufacturing awarded 
quality certification 

The Scunthorpe manufacturing plant of Citizen Europe — the 
leading European multi- technology printer company — has been 
awarded quality assurance certification to international ISO 9000; 
standards as well as to the equivalent British Standard IBS) 5750, 
These awards are testimony to Citizen's ongoing corporate 
commitment to the principles of total quality management worl- 
dwide and certify that Citizen's procedures and plant operations 
conform to recognised standards for manufacturing. 

Countries around the world recognise the ISO 9000 series of 
quality assurance standards as published by the International 
Organisation for Standardisation (ISO). These standards set out 
requirements for a formal quality policy, clear allocation of quality 
related responsibilities, and documented systems and processes. 



Mcttl 

USD/Ox 

JIVG-. 

1 

1 

SSvcr - 


0.107 


THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


PACKING. AIR FREIGHT 
FORWARDING, DOOR- to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES. CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
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The Best 

Many furnished and 
unfurnished villas — 
apartments for rent. 
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Packing, shipping 
Forwarding, storage 
worldwide Removals 
Air, Sea and Land 
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ITALIAN CUISINE 

Cocktail - Piano Bar 
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INTERNATIONAL DOOR TO DOOR REMOVALS 
GERMAN DRIVERS - AIR - RIDDEN REMOVAL TRUCKS 
YOUR REGULAR LINK TO AND FROM EUROPE 
SPECIALISTS FOR DIPLOMATIC REMOVALS 
IN THE NEAR EAST 

FOR DETAILED INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT 

EASTERN SERVICES 

OFFICIAL DANZAS AGENT IN JORDAN 
TEL : 621 775 TLX : 23023 FAX : 656 270 
PEACE BUILDING - JABAL LW0BDEH • 
AMMAN - JORDAN 
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' CHEN’S x 
CHINESE 
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Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolia!) Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 816214 

Come and lasie our 
specialities 

Opcndnity 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

v 6:30 - Midnight > 
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Amman - Tel. 668193 
P.O.Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
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Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 


Hisham International Tours 

“THE RELAJABLE NAME IN JORDAN" 


Book now & Join Specialise m 

our dassy summer trips Tailor-maoe 

(8) days (7) mghis Outgoing Tours 

* Istanbul £800 H/B & lours & Hotel reservations at 

* Antalya S 800 H/B International & 

■Cr Turkish Riviera SSGG H/B Luxury Hotels in 

* Cyprus £770 B/B Turkey. Cyprus 

All m 5 star INT'L hTlS & Egypt 

Our first class services & moderate prices 
make sense for leisure & business travellers 
TeL: 698180/698181, Fax 6B9307 
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styles of China. 
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HOUSE 
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Open daily lor 
lunch & dinner 
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Special Chinese Foods 
Skilled Chinese Chets 
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Rwtourant 


The firsts best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

isr Circle Jaoai Amman, near 
Ahhyyah Girls School 

TakanwaybrnllaMc 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 

TeL 638968 
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CHINESE. Thai. PWBipino. Indonwlan 
and Malaysian specialities 
Five branches ail over the world and 
now one Jq Amman. 

Lhm Band *8“ nights a week 
Wbrtd wide programs VIA_ satellite 



Hours: 12 Noon 12 Midnight 
Friday 5 PM Midnight 
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Pool 

* r FREE 

6 Munchies 

Reduced □rink Prices 

7 - 9 PM Daily 

642401 
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Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available 

Open Daily 12. 30-3.30 pm 
7.30-11.30 pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 
Towards 3rd circle 


Tel 659 519 659520 
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%S* African 
.negotiators 
ioinveil 
|3rd draft 

Constitution 

* 

-^JOHANNESBURG (Agencies) 
,^^-i Legal experts Tuesday submit- 
riTed a third draft of South Africa’s 
.^■jfliture constitution to democracy 

• negotiators, proposing the crca- 
•'•’tion of a post of vice-president to 
-r»te held by a person from a 
ir-^joStical party other than that of 
tC the president. 

?-*~The president and vice- 
■:=^president will thus “lay a unifying 
at a time when national 
--^‘reconciliation is likely to be a 
*?bigh priority,” the draft said. 

*-- *vk suggested that the two, once 
•■v 'elected' withdraw from par- 
t "‘hamentaiy politics to help adv- 
ance reconciliation, leaving day-' 
Mtffday business to a prime minis- 
Hxer chosen from the president’s 

OTiih the president elected 
ft from the majority party and the 
^vice-president from the opposi- 
,>3iOB f “the vice-president will act 
£ifor-the president during his or her 
(‘ .'■absence, but will not necessarily 
!> 4occeed to the office of president 
"i-tf it should become vacant,” the 

■ -“-I "draft said. 

. ?.*."■■* It said the president should be 
elected by the National Assembly 

■ '-^■within 15 days of South Africa's 
LTfiist non-radal election, set for 

April 27. 

- r I~- The latest draft avoids the thor- 
ny issue of federalism, leaving it 
' /ufi to a special committee set up 
*i. after the first and second drafts 
drew fierce criticism from the 
•-Jnfatha Freedom Party (IFP) and 
. * right-wing groups that fear they 
will be swamped by an African 
National Congress majority. 

The drafts submitted so for axe 
for a temporary basic law to be 
debated and ratified at the demo- 
-Tcracy forum before befog rewrit- 
> fen — save for immutable consti- 
■- rational principles — by a Con- 

• tstitution Making Body (CMB) to 
■-emerge from the April 27 poll. 

Top government negotiator 
• , Roelf Meyer told the South Afiri- 
.* can Press Assodation (SAPA) 

- Tuesday that a final draft should 
be ready for ratifi c ati on at a' 
.-special session of parliament in 
-October. 

.'-IFP leader Mangosuthu 
Buthelezi has rejected the first 
.■ two drafts out of hand and is 
against the very notion of a CMB, 

. demanding instead that a panel of 
. experts draw up a definitive con- 

• Stitution on the basis of sugges- 
tions by democracy negotiators. 

- The IFP and the white right- 

wing Conservative Party aban- 
doned talks on July 2 in protest 
over the setting of the election 
date. i 

Meanwhile four people were 
.Jotted, one a four-year-old child, 
^fo dashes between troops and 
^residents in Phola Park squatter 
camp near Johannesburg early 
Tuesday, witnesses and the Afri- 
";can National Congress said. 

1 The South African Defence 
Force said it knew of only two 
'Victims: Gunmen killed after 
Attacking an army patrol. 

A Phola Park resident told 
Reuters the Afrikaans-speaking 

- soldiers, dressed in kmg jackets 
arid, balaclavas, fired volleys of 

[Shots at shades in the camp, 
i filling the sleeping child. 

\ Three other people were killed 
j fo separate incidents in the camp 
i between midnight and 2 a.m., 

5 residents said. 

S Defence Force spokesman Ma- 
■ jor Andreas Jordaan told Renters 
<an army patrol returned fire after ! 
oeing ambushed by a group of 
■ f gunmen. 


j “I cannot comment on reports 
i of four people being killed. What 
J I can confirm is that an army 


jj patrol shot and killed two men 
\ after the patrol came odder fire. 
iTwja AK-47 assault rifles were 
1 recovered,” said Maj. Jordaan. 

* ~He said no soldiers were 
x wounded in the gunbattle. 
^-ANC Phola Park executive 

* member Doctor Nkonyana told 
I rgSqrters police were responsible 
\ for the filling but police spokes- 
> man Captain Wikns Weber de- 

* nied his men had been involved in 
\ any operations m Phola Park 
‘ during the nigfrt. 

» More than 900 people have 

■ been killed in political violence 

l sweeping South Africa since j 
; multi-party negotiators last. 

* month set April 27 as the date for ' 

\ the first all-race elections. 

Nearly half of the victims died , 
^in Johannesburg's satellie 
1 townships. 

■ In a separate development, 

■ South African President F.W. De 
'' Klerk said South Africa's political.' 

leaders must work to uproot vio- 
lence in the country ahead of its 
first -multiracial elections. 

^Mr. De Klerk, who is due to 
v&t Chile, Paraguay and Argen- 
tina on a Latin American tour 
later this week, spoke at a joint 
n£ws conference with Uruguayan 
President Luis Lacaile in Monte- 
video. • 

[“There are no simple solutions 
for South Africa’s situation," said 
the white-minority government 
leader, who has been criticised by 
the ''African National Congress 
for travelling abroad in South 
Africa's name. 


Cambodia’s Royalist Party calls 
for restoration of monarchy 




PHNOM PENH (Agencies) — 
The Royalist FUNCINPEC Party 
released a statement Tuesday re- 
jecting the country's new con- 
stitution and calling for the res- 
toration of the Cambodian 
monarchy. 

The statement means a possi- 
ble deadlock in the Constituent 
Assembly when it meets to ratify 
the document on Sept. 10, be- 
cause FUNCINPEC controls 58 
seats of the 120 in the assembly 
and a two-thirds majority — 'or 80 
seats — is needed to ratify it. 

“History has shown that Cam- 
bodia's political stability depends 
upon Buddhist tenants and the 
king. The king is the basis of 
stability,” the statement said. 

The daily Rasmey Kampuchea 
(Light Of Cambodia) reported 
that two drafts of the constitution 
will be presented to the assembly, 
one drafted by FUNCINPEC and 
based on Cambodia's 1947 con- 
stitution and the other drafted by 
a committee made up of members 
from FUNCINPEC and the 
formerly commu nist C ambodian 
People's Party (CPF). 

Unless changes are made to the 
draft, however, it has no chance 


of being ratified. 

The constitution drafted by the 
committee and finished on Aug. 
17 is still being fine tuned, the 
report said. But it has been criti- 
cised by the U.N- Transitional 
Authority in Cambodia (UN- 
TAC) for being vague and lack- 
ing specific references to the 
ripits of ethnic minorities, espe- 
cially ethnic Vietnamese Cambo- 
dians. 

The draft outlines a parliamen- 
tary system where the head of 
state — sure to be Prince Noro- 
dom Sihanouk — is elected first 
by the assembly for a five-year 
term renewable by general elec- 
tion. 

It says the head of state has the 
power to j&ppofrit the prime 
minister, who is most likely to be 
his son Prince Norodom Ranar- 
iddh, currently head of FUNCIN- 
PEC and a co-premier sharing 
power with Mr. Hun Sen. 

But in the FUNCINPEC state- 
ment, Prince Ranariddh said that 
“constituent members of the 
FUNCINPEC Party decided 
together to ask for the adoption 
of a constitutional monarchy.” 

“Cambodia needs to have a 


Policeman hurt, Dank bombed In Belfast 

BELFAST (R) — Irish Republican gunmen Tuesday shot and 
wounded a policeman on checkpoint duty outside a West Belfast 
Police Station, police said. The : v *h National Liberation Army, a 
small splinter group fighting oust Britain from Northern 
Ireland, admitted responsibility r the shooting in a statement to 
the media. The policeman, » was shot in the leg by gunmen* 
speeding by in a hijacked ca was reported^ “comfortable” in 
hospital. The Irish Republican Army (IRA), the main guerrilla 
group fighting Britain in the province, extensively damaged a 
Belfast bank in a bomb attack early Tuesday. Police described the 
IRA's eight-minute warning to security forces to clear the area as 
“woefully inadequate.” 

Defector cites unrest in N. Korea 

SEOUL (AP) — A North Korean defector, describing growing 
unrest in -it hardline communist state, said Tuesday 10 generals 
have been executed for a coup attempt, food shortages have 
worsened and a new dissident movement has been crushed. The 
defector. Im Young-Sun, 30 also said military colleagues reported 
hundreds of people killed ir an accident while trying to hide a 
nuclear reactor from international inspectors. Underground 
nuclear tests were being conducted under a thick layer of lead at 
the communist state’s nuclear complex at Yongbyon, 98 
k ilomet res north of Pyongyang, Ll fcn said. None of Lt. fin’s 
reports could be confirmed. North Korea is among the world's 
most dosed an-i isolated n^tic.;.. and information is tifMly 
controlled, fin, who identified himself as a first lieutenant in the 
North Korean army, told a news conference the 10 generals were 
executed at the end of 1992 for plotting to overthrow Kim II Sung* 
and his son and heir apparent as North Korean leader, Kim Jong 
H. 

Brazil restricts access to Indian reserve 

RIO DE JANEIRO (AP) — The government has restricted 
access to the site where gold miners masssa red 73 Yanomami 
Indians, barring foreign journalists and American and Canadian 
diplomats from the Amazon reservation. The government has 
been criticised worldwide for failing to protect the Stone Age 
tribe from miners, who have been prospecting in Yanomami 
territory illegally since 1987 despite government efforts to oust 
them. Diane Page, a human rights observer sent by U.S. embassy 
in Brasilia, and Canadian diplomat Alan Lattulippc were told to 
return after their plane touched down Monday at the remote 
Surucucu Air Force Base in the Yanomami reservation. The 
diplomats, which had received authorisation to visit the area from 
the government's National Indian Foundation, were ordered to 
return by federal police on grounds they had not received proper 
Foreign Ministry approval. 

CIS agrees on air defences 

MOSCOW (R) — Commonwealth states Tuesday sighed an 
agreement that might salvage the remains of a once-unrivalled air 
defence system thrown into disarray by the collapse of the Soviet 
Union, ITAR-TASS News Agency reported. Defence ministers 
from Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS) signed the deal 
| outlining key areas of military cooperation mid establishing joint 
anti-aircraft defence systems and early warning systems against 
missile attack. Tbe former Soviet Air Defence umbrella depended 
on a system of monitorir.- Cations throughout the 15 republics 
and a central control in > ow, With the collapse of the union, 
Moscow lost effective ccr of stations in the three Baltic states 
and Transcaucasia. The e> ency of installations in Central Aria 
has also been criticised by officials. The long failure of Common- 
wealth states to agree in practice on a joint air defence was 
symptomatic of the weakness of its military cooperation. The 
Commonwealth states, unable to agree on central issues of 
defence, recently abolished the Commonwealth Joint Command. 

-i 

Ukrainians mark Independence Day 

KIEV (R) — Ukraine marked the second anniversary of 
independence Tuesday with stree- festivals, but tbe country’s 
citizens were increasingly angry at plunging living standards and 
an unending political crisis. Streets in tbe capital were decked out 
in traditional embroidered banners with Slogans extolling Ukrai- 
nian statehood. Officials hoped that residents would brave steady 
rain to attend open-air concerts and sporting events. But most 
Ukrainians appeared at best indifferent to the celebrations 
. marking the August 24, 1991 proclamation of independence from 
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“Securing independence was important But there is too much 
corruption in high places. Only a new president and parliament 
can change things.” 

Italy probes ex-communist treasurer 

MILAN (R) — Italy's ex-Communists, until now relatively 
unscathed by the country's sweeping corruption scandal, on 
Tuesday became more deeply embroiled when the party’s 
treasurer came under investigation. Marcello Stefanini was 

building firm, Italian New^Agency (ANSA) said. Stdfeninif a 
senator in the upper house of parliament, is one of the most senior 
officials in the reform Communist (PDS) to be caught in tbe 
scandal over the illegal financing of political parties. More than 20 
p er cent of Italian members of {jariiament and four former prime 
ministers are under investigation in the 18-mcmth-oW probe, in 
which the once-dominant Socialists and Christian Democrats have 
been hardest hit. 


head of state who does not have 
his own political party, meaning a 
king. The king is the cement who 
can connect all the broken parts 
.and build a bridge to connect one 
party with another party,” it said. 

The Rasmey Kampuchea 
quoted Chem Snguon, one of the' 
senior members of the dra fting 
committee from the CPP, as 
saying the two versions would be 
put before the assembly for the 
decision, but that neither was 
sufficient. 

“I am afraid our draft constitu- 
tion is insufficient,” the report 
quoted Mr. Chem Snguon as 
saying. “Neither constitution is 
good or bad, but if they (the 
assembly) decide to use the old 
one, it would not be good either 
because we have to change some 
parts to improve it.” 

Prince Ranaridlh is due to 
travel to Pyongyan • at the end of 
the month to prec- nt a draft of 
the constitution to iis father be- 
fore the assembly . eets to ratify 
it on Sept. 10. 

It is now unclear which one he 
will present, or if be will bring 
both. 


Meanwhile, Prince Ranariddh 
and Mr. Hun Sen, held talks 
Tuesday with Vietnamese Presi- 
dent Le Due Anh on the second 
day of an official visit to Hanoi. 

Details of the 45-minute meet- 
ing with Mr. Anh — : who com- 
manded the Vietnamese forces 
which invaded Cambodia in De- 
cember 1978 — were not knows. 

In talks with Prime Minister Vo 
Van Kiet Monday, they discussed 
the main outstanding issues — 
problems along the border and 
the future of more than 100,000 
ethnic Vietnamese long-term re- 
sidents of Cambodia. 

In brief comments after the 
talks, Mr. Kiet said they had 
agreed the wish of ethnic Viet- 
namese to live in Cambodia 
should be respected. A communi- 
que is expected Wednesday. 

Hanoi is angry over repeated 
attacks by Khmer Rouge guerril- 
las against the Vietnamese, over 
100 of whom have been killed in 
tbe past year. 

Some 30,000 fled Cambodia 
before the elections, and seme 
are waiting on the border for 
Phnom Penh’s permission to re- 
turn. 


Azeri leader says rebel 
chief fled; men deserted 


BAKU (Agencies) — Azeri lead- 
er Haydar Aliyev, signalling the 
apparent end of a separatist re- 
bellion in tbe south of his coun- 
try, said Tuesday that the rebel 
chief had fled and his men were 
deserting. 

In a television broadcast, Mr. 
Aliyev said three people had 
been killed and five wounded 
Monday when the rebels opened 
fire on demonstrators in the 
southern port of Lenkeran. 

Rebel ex-army officer Aliak- 
ram Gummatov, whose men 
seized control of seven districts 
bordering Iran in June, had fled 
into the woods around Lenkeran, 
Mr. Aliyev said. 

Troops who had been support- 
ing Col- Gummatov had deserted 
and declared their allegiance to 
tbe Baku government, he said. 

“Many of Gummatov’s soldiers 
laid down their Weapons and re- . 
fused to obey him,” Mr. Aliyev 
said. “But there are still some 
people who are stiU v «fttieF his 
command. These people are par 
tidpants in his crimes.” 

There was no immediate com- 
ment from tbe rebel side. 

The rebels had set up frontier 
posts between tbe self- 
proclaimed “Talysh-Mugansk 
Republic” and the rest of Azer- 
baijan. 

The violence broke out when 
several thousand people gathered 
in Lenkeran to pr test against 
Col. Gamma tov's plans. Rebel 
troops opened fire to disperse the 
crowd and Interfax News Agency 


Angolan troops advance; 
Mandela announces peace bid 


LISBON (AP) — Angolan gov- 
ernment forces Tuesday claimed 
military advances in a southern 
province, further pincering key 
UNTTA rebel positions in the 
central highlands. 

As fighting raged, three Afri- 
can leaders appealed to Angola's 
waning parties to attend a fresh 
round of peace talks in Morocco. 

African National Congress 
(ANC) leader Nelson Mandela 
announced in Johannesburg that 
be, Morocco’s King Hassan H 
and President Felix Houphodet- 
Boigny of Ivory Coast bad writ- 
ten letters to Angolan President 
Jose Eduardo Dos Santos and 
UNITA chief Jonas Savimbi urg- 


ing them to attend the talks. 

Mr. Mandela did not say when 
the proposed talks were sche- 
duled. 

Tbe United Nations have set a 
Sept. 15 deadline for Angolan 
peace talks to resume. 

But there has been no sign of a 
let up in fighting three weeks into _ 
a major government offensive' 
focussed on UNTTA 's central 
stronghold of Huambo, which the 
rebels seized after a brutal siege 
in March. 

Angolan state radio claimed 
that government forces had taken 
the town of Hoqne and were 
closing m on Canute, both in 
Hnila province. 








said some demonstrators fired 
back. 

Tbe crowd then seized the re- - 
bel headquarters, in the Lenk- 
eran local administrative centre, 
and Col. Gummatov dis- 
appeared. 

Mr. Aliyev, a former Azeri 
Communist Party leader who was 
appointed acting president after 
an army revolt in June, described 
the three dead men as "national 
heroes.” 

He accused Ayaz Mutalibov, 
another former Azeri Communist 
Party chief, and ex-Defence 
Minister Rahim Gaziyev, of 
being behind the rebellion. 

He also criticised Prime Minis- 
ter Suret Huseinov, who led the 
June army revolt, suggesting that 
he too had been sympathetic to 
Col. Gummatov. 

Hi ere was no Immediate reac- 
tion to tbe allegations. 

Meanwhile Azerbaijani troops 
have fled from tbe key dty of 
Jebrail, south of Nagorno- 
Karabakh, after several days’ 
siege by Armenian forces, corres- 
pondents on the scene reported 
Tuesday. 

A T-72 tank and several artil- 
lery guns, including a Grad multi- 
ple rocket launcher, fired on 
Armenian positions for two hours 
late Monday to cover tbe with- 
drawal of the last Azerbaijani 
soldiers from the television sta- 
tion m the southwest of the dty. 

The Armenian forces took over 
the Azeri positions around Jeb- 
ra£l, but respected their comman- 
der’s orders not to enter the dty. 


Philippine movie actress and candidate for Mbs World pageant Ruffe JJO ' ® 

Gutierrez fights her tears during a Senate Inquiry on ‘Bnrnd beauties’ days^j 

<afp pbota Sr*. 

Philippine Miss World g-* 

bet denies prostitution 


MANILA (AP) — The Philip- 
pine entry in the Miss World 
pageant wept “I am not a prosti- 
tute” at a Senate .heating Tuesday 
into charges that some of the . 
country's best-known entertain- 
ers go to Brunei as call girls. 

Ruffe Gutierrez, 19, saw tbe 
allegation may jeopardise her 
chances of winning the Miss 
World title.. 

Sen. Ernesto Maceda, citing 
newspaper reports, asked the 
Senate to investigate rumours 
that Rfipino women actresses, 
models and singers visit tbe oil- 
riefa South East Asian sultanate 
for prostitution under the guise of 
entertainment. 

Wink acknowledging he had 
no proof. Sen. Maceda named 
Miss Gutierrez, an actress, and 
several other prominent Filipino 
| entertainers — dubbed the 
(■ “Brunei beauties” by -the Manila 
1 media. 


“As a youth, I am shocked that 
a member of the Senate could so 
recklessly implicate me in a base- 
less, malicious accusation based 
npqp gossip, verbal or printed, 
that has caused me and my family 
deep anxiety and sleepless 
nights,” Miss Gutierrez said on' 
tiie opening day of the hearings. 

She denied having ever visited 
Brunei and insisted “1 am' not a 
prostitute.” She demanded a 
public apology. 

Sen. .Maceda said his staff was 


evidence of tbe alleged prostitu- 
tion can be found. 

“It seems that by filing tins 
resolution, I am on trial here as 
much as everyone else,” said Sen. 
Maceda. He said tire issue de- 
served Senate attention because 
tire rumours defamed the coun- 
try’s reputation. 


Michael Jackson’s homes 
searched in crime probe 


LOS ANGELES (R) — Police 
searched Michael Jackson’s 
homes over the weekend as part 
of a criminal investigation target- 
ing the superstar, but associates 
said it stemmed from a botched 
extortion plot against Jackson. 

The probe, which began six 
days ago, resulted from a com- 
plaint involving Jackson filed 
with the Los Angeles Police De- 

S art men t, police spokesman 
>avid Gascon said. He declined 
to provide details. 

Asked whether Jackson was 
considered a suspect or a victim 
in the case, Mr. Gascon declined 
comment. 

In Bangkok, where Jackson 
launched his Dangerous conceit 
tour of Asia Tuesday night, 
promoter Brian Marcar said the 
entertainer had known the sear- 
ches would take place. 

“This is not something that 
happened last night. This is a very 
old case, really, so there is no 
reaction,” Mr. Marcar said. 

“You know, when you are a 
susperstar people want to discre- 
dit you, they want to extort 
money,” he said. “It is a normal 
thing. 


“His biggest problem is getting 
ready to perform tonight, hoping 
that it isn’t going to rain,” - Mr. 
Marcar told Reuters. 

Investigators armed with 
search warrants raided Jackson’s 
Neverland Valley Ranch north- 
west of Los Angeles and his 
ora do minium in tbe suburb of 
Century City Saturday, a law 
enforcement source confirmed. 
But there was no word on what 
they were searching for. 

“On Aug. 17, the Los Angeles 
Police Department initiated a cri- 
minal investigation of entertainer 
Michael Jackson,” Mr. Gascon 
< told a news conference after 
police headquarters was flooded 
with media calls from around tbe 
world. 

“We have been in contact with 
the district attorney’s office. We 
are not disclosing any aspect of 
the investigation at this point,” 
Mr. Gascon said. 

Anthony Pellicano, a private 
detective who said he had worked 
with Jackson for four years, told 
Los Angeles televirion station 
KNBC the investigation was the 
result of “extortion gone awiy*’a 
and predicted the entertainer 
would be cleared. 


Danes raise 
German U-boat 

_ for the first tunc m « 
Monday after a 

in Danish waters. A 

U? 53 $ S5ST. be carrying 

SsrrssiragS 

voiSi fold Reuters. better 

than we ever could haw « 
oected.” “We have now got afi 
theU-boafs batches ope* 
are using bflge pumps to getd* 
water out of the vessels, nesmo. 
“Water rashes mto the 
almost as quickly as ** **“ 
pump it out winch could mean 
that we are near tbe plarctrixae 
the British depth .cha^e to ag 
holed die submarine in ttre 
attack.” 

Eyeful of prizes for 
lucky tower visitor 

PARIS (AFP) — The most vi- 
sited French monument, the Eif- 
fel Tower, is going to welcome it* 
ISO millionth visitor in a ww 
days, and he or she will get an 
eyeful of presents, including a 
car, the tower operator said Mon- 
day. The happy winner is ex- 
pected some time between Aug. 
28 and Sept. 2, depending on how 
the crowds run,- said the new 
company for operation of the 
Ti-iffrf Tower. Tbe symbol of Paris 
welcomed its 25 millionth visitor 
in 1953, and the 10C ^uiontfa in 
1983. The tower now pulls in 
about six million visitors ayear, 
with a daily average of 5,000 to' 
8,000 in poor weather to as many 
as 30,000 on a nice summer day. 

‘Majorlsm’gets 
a mention In new 
Oxford dictionary 

LONDON (AFP) — The term 
“majorism” has earned itself a 
{dace in the fourth edition of tbe 
prestigious smaller Oxford Dic- 
tionary — less than flute yean 
after its namesake came to pow- 
er. The two-volume dictionary, 
due out next month, defines 
Majorism as “the political and 
.econo m ic potiriea at Are British 
Conservative po&raan John Ma- 
jor who became prime minister in 
1990.” Mr. Majdr has foe British, 
press to thank for gaining the 
same access to posterity as fare 
predecessor Margaret Thatdrer 
who also features in the diction- 
ary under "Thatcherism,*". ' 
according to Alan Hugfaes of tbe 
Oxford University Press. ic We 
discovered that Majorism was 
being used in the press, and since 
estabhshed usage is the main 
criterion for inclusion of words, 
we put it in.” Majorism will be 
among 4,000 new additions to the 
dictionary which like the awe- 
some 20 volume larger version is 
the reference book for millions 

Airline to Introduce 
'smoking 1 cabins 

PARIS (AFP) — Air France is to 
introduce separate smoking 
cabins on flights to Japan ana ' 
South Korea from Oct. 28, it- 
announced Tuesday. “The cabins 
in economy class at the bade at 
tbe aircraft will be separated from 


CIA pinned JFK conspiracy theories on KGB 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
CIA, worried about conspir a cy 
theories linking it to the assas- 
sination of John F. Kennedy, 
tried more than three years after 
the event to blame “Communist, 
propagandists” as a key source of 
the allegations. 

Almost one million pages of 
official documents made public 
Monday also faulted the U.S. 
Central Intelligence Agency for 
“confusing ana sometimes con- 
tradictory” reporting on the mur- 
der but found "no- solid evi- 
dence” of sinister. behaviour. 

They showed the CIA closely, 
watched assassin Lee Harvey 
Oswald and apparently photo- 
graphed him during a mysterious 
visit to Mexico City less than a 
month before Kennedy’s death in 
November, 1963, although the 
agency denied having pictures. 

In an intriguing disclosure, the 
House of Representatives Select 
Committee on Assassinations re- ' 
ported Oswald had a sexual rela- 
tionship with a Mexican secretary 
at the Cuban consulate whom the 
CIA had apparently targeted for 
recruitment. 

The reported sexual liaison 
added a new dimension to 
Oswald’s shadowy visit to Mexico 


City in September and October 
1963, a trip winch has caused 
controversy among researchers. 

“It certainly complicates the 
picture and raises a new level of 
uncertainty as to what was really . 
going on in the crucial episodes in 
Mexico City,” James Lesar, a 
lawyer heading tbe non-profit 
Assassination Archives and Re- 
search Centre, said. 

“It suggests the possibility of- 
collusion between the two of 
them and possibly others,” he 
added in an interview. 

The woman, whom Reuters 
has decided not to name for. 
reasons of privacy, - called the 
Soviet consulate m Mexico City' 
twice to discuss a request by 
Oswald for a Soviet visa. 

In the past 30 years, Oswald’s 
contacts in Mexico City have 
been variously construed by re- 
searchers to suggest he worked 
for the CIA, die Soviet KGB, 
Cuba or the mafia. 

Tbe previously secret House 
report, titled “Oswald, The QA 
And Mexico Gty", died CIA 
officials’ testimony that the 
woman had been identified for- 
recruitment by the CIA, but said*’ 
it had been unable to “definitely 
resolve” whether she in' feet had 


been a Mexican or U.S. intelli- 
gence agent or source. 

In a telephone interview from 
Mexico Gty Monday, the woman 
denied having had an intimate 
relationship with Oswald or hav- 
ing had a link to any intelligence 
agency. “I was working at the 
(Cuban) embassy and that’s all," 
she told Reuters. 

Researchers will take months 
to digest the new information, 
made public under a government- 
wide disclosure law enacted last 
year to counter conspiracy 
claims. 

Steven Tilley, the National 
Archives liaison person for JFK 
material, estimated up to one 
million pages being unveiled, 
much of ft previously secret. In- 
cluded were 125,000 pages of 
CIA documents, plus records of 
tbe Federal Bureau of Investiga- 
tion, tbe State Department, the 
Secret Service, Office of Manage- 
ment and Budget, presidential ’ 
libraries and congressional 
panels. 

In an April 1, 1967, directive to 
“chiefs,' certain stations and 
bases,” CIA Headquarters said 
conspiracy theories abounded af- 
ter the 1964 Warren Commission * 


report, calling them “a matter of 
concern to the U.S. government, 
including our organisation”. 

The commission, headed by 
the late Supreme Court Chief 
Justice Earl Warren, found 
Oswald acted alone when be kil- 
led Kennedy during a motorcade 
through Dallas on Nov. 22 , 1963 

“Conspiracy theories have fre^ 
quendy thrown suspicion on our 
organisation, for example by 
felsely alleging that Lee Harvev 
Oswald worked for us,” said the 
< ? A “ b,e * first made public 
through a CIA historical review 
programme last year and re- 
released under the new W« 
guidelines. 

Oswald, a Marine Corps radar 
technician familiar with U-2 spy 
flights, defected to the Soviet 
Union in 1959 and redefected to 
the United States in 1962. 

“The aim of this dispatch is to 
provide material for discrediting 
the claims of the conspiracy 
theorists, so as to inhibit the 
circulation of such claims in other 
countries,'' the cable said 
adding: “Point out also that parte 
of die conspiracy talks appeaTto 
be deliberately generated by 
Communist propagandists.” 7 


non-smoking by galleys and cur- 
tains and wm have sealing for 90. 
The French national carrier mM 
that it had decided to make the 
move because around 30 per cent 
of travellers on tbe service say 
they are smokers, against ]3 per 
cent on average for other destina- 
tions. 

Peace concert 
draws noise 
complaints 

JOHANNESBURG (AP) — An 
anti-violence concert billed Music 
For Peace has drawn complaints 
about the noise it generated. Ab- 
out 40,000 people crammed into 
Johannesburg's Wanderers Sta- 
for tbe show, which in- 
ouded prayers, gospel sing ins 
and speeches by political leader? 
African National Congress Presi- 
dent Nelson Mandela was among 
tluwe attending. But city offidaE 
said they had received scores of" 
petitions and complaints about 

the none. The stadium is in Dovo. 

® Mighbouihpod 

north of downtown JobameJ- 
bujg. The show was aimed at 

South Africa, where thousands of 
Wple have died in political vio- 
lence in recent years. 

Donkeys in drug bust 

JOHANNESBURG (AP) — 

Police made a drug bust 
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Sydney sees Beijing as 
niain Olympics rival 

SVIlMCV m. *• 


SYDn Ey ( R) _ There n no 
5 “P in S Sydney’s Olympic 

l hc l Q l you ,akc a ,crr v 

<*-nd the harbour, a taxi to the 
opera or a bus to Bondi Beach. 
Muln-coloured streamers flut- 

tonS« r3 T? CPe ’ Urgin S lo ^ 

tourists alike to “share the spir- 

Sydney foHowing two recent 
unsuccessful Australian bids, 

ants the 2000 Olympics with a 
vengeance. 

“Sydney is the athletes’ choice, 
rwijing is the politicians’ chuice " 
said Bob Elphinston. general 
manager of the bid, in typically 
blunt Australian terms.” 

The International Olvmpic 
Committee (IOC) wiU hand down 
its decision in Monte Carlo 
September 3. 

One local bookmaker, in a 
profession not renowned for put- 
ting sentiment before sense, has 
Sydney odds on favourite at S-l 1 
with Beijing at 1 1-» and Man' 
Chester 6-1. 

In many respects. Svdncv 
seems ro have it made. 

The city of 3.5 million people 
has 140 ethnic groups — pretty 
much guaranteeing support for 
most members of the Olympic 
family — a sports-mad popula- 
tion, near-perfect climate, fine 
facilities and strong political 
backing. 

The IOC's enquiry commission 
technical report released last 
month virtually said as much. 

“If you like at the 23 things that 
matter on the technical side, the 
Sydney bid is bloody near per- 
fect," one IOC official told Reu- 
ters in London lasr month. It's so 
far ahead of the others, it’s quite 
breathtaking." 

The IOC’s decision ends 


years of lobbying by six does — 
although reading the local press 
gives the impression that only 
Sydney and Beijing are in the 
frame. 

Little is heard about Berlin and 
Manchester, almost nothing ab- 
out rank outsider Istanbul. Brasi- 
lia withdrew its bid earlier this 
month. 

If Sydney wins it will be the just 
second time the games have been 
held in the southern hemisphere. 
The Australian city of Melbourne 
hosted the 1956 games. 

The Australian government 
views the games as a means to 
boost the country's building and 
tourist industry. 

In concrete terms. Sydney 
already has about 65 per cent of 
Olympic venues completed or 
under construction. 

The plan has 14 of the 25 
summer Olympic sports within 
walking distance to the Olympic 
village at Homebush, 14 km (nine 
miles) west of the city. 

The village would house ail 
10,000 athletes in one place for 
the first time in Olympic history. 

The bid has even enlisted scien- 
tists to develop a hi-tech swim- 
ming pool which should guaran- 
tee world records. 

the environment has also been 
integral to the bid and the cam- 
paigning group Greenpeace 
helped design the village, which 
will use solar panels and recycle 
water. 

The Olympic flags hate already 
been pul up, fluttering alongside 
the road, from atop the Sydney 
harbour bridge, from ware- 
houses. offices, and hotels. 

The decision remains to be 
made. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Taylor gives Gazza green light 

LONDON (AFP) — England manager Graham Taylor has 
picked Paul Gascoigne for the critical World Cup qualifier against 
Poland after a clandestine visit to Rome to check on the player's 
condition. Taylor flew to Rome and paid to watch Gazza in 
Lazio’s 1-0 win over Roma in a warm-up match. He confirmed 
later that the controversial midfield star would be in the squad for 
the September 8 match at Wembley. Last week, Lazio club doctor 
Claudio Bartolini insisted: “Paul is only 50% fit after his crazy 
summer." But Taylor, who names his selection next Monday, said 
Gazza looked “no less fit than any other Lazio player." 
Gascoigne reportedly returned from his summer holiday a stone 
overweight. 

La u dr up return fioiosts Denmark 

COPENHAGEN (AFP) — Denmark's chances of qualifying for 
the World Cup finals have been boosted by the return of 
Barcelona's Michael Laudrup after three years in the internation- 
al wilderness. Laudrup joins brother Brian, currently on loan to 
AC Milan, in an attacking squad named by coach Richard 
Moller-Nielsen for the European Champions' cradal Group 3 
match against Lithuania Wednesday. Martin Johansen, picked for 
the 4-0 win over Albania in June, has ’been omitted to make way 
for the 29-year-old. Laudrup^»voted Barcelona’s best player last 
year when they snatched the title from Real Madrid on the final 
day, has not played for his country since November 1990. He 
opted to go on holiday to the United Slates rather than join the 
squad that triumphed in the European Championships in Sweden 
.last summer. 

O’Leary out of Ireland's World Cup clash 

DUBLIN (R) — Injury has forced veteran defender David 
O'Leary out of the Ireland squad for their World Cup qualifying 
soccer match at home to Lithuania September 8. O'Leary, 35, 
suffered an achilles tendon injury playing for his new dub Leeds 
against Norwich Saturday. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
a TANNAH HUtSCH 
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FORGET THOSE BROMIDES 


North -South vulnerable. West 
deala. 

NORTH 
*K Q 70 
9Q3 
0 Q 6 4 3 

* A 10® 

WEST EAST 

*10 82 *J«3 

<? A 10 7 5 2 9 K J 6 
0 A 0 X J 8 

*0764 * K Q J 2 

SOUTH 

* A 9 4 
7 0 8 4 

0 108762 

* 8 3 

The bidding: 

Went North Eaat South 

2 7 Dbl Pam 3 0 

Pan Pan Pan 

Opening lead: Seven of * 

There is an old bridge axiom: 
"Cover an honor with an honor,*' to 
which can ahsost surely be added, 
"especially if the queen is led and 
yon bold the K J.” But every hand 
must be treated on its own merits, as 
thin deal from the 9th World Bridge 
Olympiad demonstrates. 

Sitring East-West, respectively, 
for the U-S.were Jeff Meclutroth 
mid Eric Rod well, playing against 


Alain Levy and Herve Moual of 
France. North-South. At this vul- 
nerability, the ILS. pair use very 
undisciplined weak two-bids, which 
accounts for both West’s opening 
bid and East’s failure to raise with 
what was likely to be the best hand 
at the table. Since the diamond 
holding was over the doubler. East 
felt Mb band was better suited tor 
defense. 

West led the seven of chibs, taken 
with the see. The contract was sure- 
ly going down — barring a defensive 
collapse, declarer must bee two 
hearts, a chib and at least two 
trumps. Mouiel tried to limit the 
Rawing * by malmig the fine (day of 
the queen of trumps from dummy at 
trick two. 

We know many defenders who 
would cover with the king reflexive- 
ly. Greet would hove been the fall 
thereon, and declarer would later 
lead toward the ten to escape with 
two trumplosere and a one-trick seL 

However, Meckstroth worked out 
that there was no way that covering 

with the king could possibly gain. If 
declarer held the ace-ten of trumps, 
the defenders would be limited to 
one trump trick either way. So Bast 
ducked, sjad declarer had to concede 
three trump tricks— down two. 


Laith A! Azzouni wins 
Jordan Tennis Championship 


By Alteii Uannuyan ’ 
Special ta the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — Jordan's tennis 
scene, lung dominated by No. 
1 ranked Hani At Ali and 
2nd-rank(^d Imad Abu Hnmda, 
may soon have a new cham- 
pion — lb-year -old Laith A1 
Azzouni. 

During the 1993 Jordan Ten- 
nis Championship which ended 
Monday ut the Jordan Tennis 
Federation (JTFJ courts, 
Azzouni caused the biggest up- 
set of the championship when 
be disposed of Abu Hamda 

6- 2, 6-2 in the semifinals. He 
then went on to win the cham- 
pionship after defeating his 
elder brother. Paris. 4-6. 6-1. 

7- 6 in the final. 

Fans Azzouni had overcome 
Ayman Abu Jaber 6-1, 6-2 in 
the other semifinal. 

"Laith had nothing to lose. 
He didn't feel the pressure 
Imad must have felt," a JTF 
official Tuesday told the Jor- 
dan Times. "Laith has come a 
lung way, and will continue to 


$ 



Laith A1 Azzouni 

improve." he added. 

He also pointed out that 
there were many bad calls by 
the referees during the match- 
es. "We have ro improve this 
aspect of the game," he said. 

64 competitors took pan in 
the championship, the King- 
dom's tiiieholder for the past 
decade, At Ali, did not partici- 
pate. 



PALESTINE HANDBALL CUP: Jordan faces Palestine in 
Palestine Handball Cup championship inaugurated Tues- 
day by His Royal Highness Prince Faisal Ben A1 Hussein at 
Hussein Youth City. Taking part in the championship are 
teams from Palestine, Tunisia, Syria and Jordan 


Bruguera, Ivanisevic win 


COMMACK, N.Y. (AP) — Ser- 
gi Bruguera. the French Open 
champion playing hi.s first hard- 
court match of the summer, 
routed Alex O'Brien 6-2 6-3 
Monday in the first round of the 
S300.000 Hamlet Cup. 

Bruguera, the third seed from 
Spain, advanced to the second 
round of this. U.S. Open tuneup 
along with No. 7 Goran Iva- 
nisevic of Croatia. No. 8 Alexan- 
der Volkov of Russia and Carl 
Uwe-Steeb of Germany. 

Ivanisevic, playing in the fea- 
tured night match, uvcrcume 17 
aces by Marc Goellner of Ger- 
many to win 7-6 (9-7), 6-3. Goell- 
ner, who also had seven double- 
faults, held a set point in the 
tcibre'akcr at 7-6. Ivanisevic 
erased it with a passing shot to 
start a surge that put him ahead 

3- 0 in the second set. 

‘it was my best match in a long 
time and 1 feel good about it," 
Ivanisevic said. 

In another night match. Patrick 
McEnroe was ahead 6-1 when 
Alex Corretja of Spain retired 
with what is believed to be a tom 
thigh muscle. 

' Bruguera has won four titles on 
day this year, including the 
French, and has a 41-9 record on 
the surface. He had little trouble 
with O’Brien, the 1992 NCAA 
champion from Stanford who is 
ranked 103rd in the world. 

Bruguera shrugged off ques- 
tions why he waited until the 
week before the U.S. Open to 
prepare on hardcourts. 

Briigu era’s last hardcourt 
tournament was Indian Wells, 
Calif., in early March. He lost in 
the first round to Brad Gilbert. 

Volkov, playing his sixth 
straight week on hardcourts, eli- 
minated qualifier Robbie Weiss 
6-4, 6-4. 

Steeb beat fellow German 
David Prinosil 6-4, 7-5. He took a 

4- 0 lead in the first set but had to 


rally from a 3-5, 0-40 deficit in the 
second set. 

"I was lucky,” said Steeb, who 
had been sidelined several weeks 
with a knee injury. “He made 
five unforced errors when he had 
me down. But I felt good because 
t was the first day I’ve played 
vithoul pain. 

. rrnfors advances in OTB Ten- 
nis: Ip Schenectady, New York 
seventh-seed Mikael Pemfors of 
Sweden survived a scare to beat 
Stephane- Simian of France 3-6 
7-6 (7-4) 7-5 in the first round 6f 
the $350,000 OTB International 
Open tennis tournament Mon- 
day. 

Pemfors lost the first set 3-6 
and went down an early break in 
the second, but rallied to win that 
sec in a tiebreak 7-4. 

Top 20 women’s tennis players 
according to rankings issued by 
the Women’s Tennis Association 
Monday: 

1. Steffi Graf (Germany) 

2. Monica Seles (Yugoslavia) 

3. - Arantxa Sanchez Vlcario 
(Spain) 

4. Martina Navratilova (U-S-) 

5. Coochita Martinez (Spain) 

6. Gabriels Sabatini (Argentina) 

7. Mary Joe Fernandez (U.S.) 

8. Jennifer Capriati (U.S.) 

9. Jana Novotna (Czech Republic) 

10. Alike Huber (Germany) 

11. Magdalena Malceva (Bulgar- 
ia) 

12. Manuela Maleeva- Fragniere 
(Swlzieriaod) 

13. Helena Sukova (Czech Repub- 
lic) 

14. Mary Pierce (France) 

15. Nathalie Tauzfat (France) 

16. Amanda Coetzer (South Afri- 
ca) 

17. Zina Garrison- Jackson (UJS.) 

18. Sabine Hack (Germany) 

19. Kimiko Date (Japan) 

20. Katerina Maleeva (Bulgaria) 


TWO FLATS FOR RENT 

Two deluxe furnished flats in Jabal Amman, ihe First 
Cirde, behind Malhas Hospital. 

Each flat consists of 2 bedrooms, salon, dining room, 2 
bathrooms, kitchen* and veranda with telephone and 
central heating. 

The first fiat is located on jhe second'floor and the other 
one on third floor "roof" with terrace. 

Rent to be paid annually. 

Call Vsl.: 624780 


U.S. is No.l track power; China newNo.2 


STUTTGART (Agencies) — 
The Untied States is back as the 
world's dominant track and the 
field power. 

With the breakup of the Soviet 
Union and the consolidation of 
the Germans into one team, the 
Americans have regained the 
position they held before those 
nations emerged strongly into the 
sport. 

The Americans did it with an 
overpowering performance at the 
World Championships that ended 
Sunday. 

For the first lime, the Amer- 
icans finished atop the medal 
standings, collecting 26 medals, 
half of them golds. 

At the 1991— Tokyo Cham- 
pionships, the U.S. team also 
earned 26 medals, 10 golds, but 
finished second in total medals to 
the Soviet Union's 28. This time, 
the Russian team got only 16 
medals, including three golds, all 
by women. 

Germany, the medals leader at 
the first two championships in 
1983 and 1987 with 30 and 34 
medals, respectively — the totals 
being a combination of the West 
German and East German teams 
— wound up with 17 medals in 
1991 and only 8 this time. 

The biggest improvement for 
the United States team was 
among the women. After garner- 
ing a total of only six golds in the 
previous three championships, 
the £ won five in the meet — Gail 
Devers with a rare double in the 
100-metre dash and the 100- 
metre hurdles, Jearl Miles in the 
400, Jackie Joyner-Kenee in the 
heptathlon and the 1, 600-metre 
relay team or Gwen Torrence, 
Maicel Malone, Natasha Kaiser- 
Brown and Miles. 

“1 think it is a flavour of things 
to come for the women, because 
there are a lot of young women 
out there,” U.S. women’s coach 
Ernie Gregoire said. “Most of 
our medallists are in tbeir rm'd-to- 
late 20s and there’s some good 
legs left under them." 

The U.S. men's- team also 
appears id have a solid future. 

“We have some great, young 
talent coming up,” said Michael 
Johnson, the world 400-metre 
champion. 

While the United States was 
re-emerging as the no. 2 trade 
power, China was emerging as an 
important force. The Chinese, 
winner of only seven medals — 
two golds — in the previous three 
championships, went home with 
eight medals, four golds, all of 
them by women. It was their best 
performance in a major competi- 
tion. 

Their gold medal total put the 
Chinese in second place, one 
ahead of such formidable track 



China’s Junxia Wang and Huardi Zhong do an honour round with 
their national dag after winning gold and silver respectively in the 
women’s 10,000 metre event (AFP photo) . ~ 


nations as R ussia . Britain and 
Kenya. 

The Chinese have a rapidly 
developing programme, with 
emphasis on the women, because 
they fee! that women's records 
are soft and can bf broken easily. 

The Chinese were ostracised in 
the international sports commun- 


ity until making their internation- 
al debut at the 1983 World Cham- 
pionships at Helsinki. 

Now, they have track offidals 
crisscrossing the nation in search 
of talent. 

“The coaches select them and 
put them in systematic training,” 
team leader Chang Xiutang said. 



The Oi; -women’s 4 x 400m relay team acknowledge applause after 
they won the gold medal (AFP photo) 


* However, the Chinese success 
provided by some little-known 
runners, has« triggered questions 
about the use of performance- 
enhancing drugs among .their 
athletes. 

“I am convinced that this' has 
not been achieved in legal ways,” 
Olympic 5,000-metre champion 
Dieter Baumann of Germany 
said of China's unexpected per- 
formances at the championships, 
including a sweep of the. three 
longest women's races, the 1 , 500 , 
3,000 and 10.000 metres. 1 

Three athletes tested positive 
for drugs at the championships, 
non of them Chinese, but results 
of the late events will not be 
known until later this week; They 
were men’s javelin bronze medal- 
ist Dmitriy Polyunin of Uzbekis- 
tan; “1992 Olympic discus cham- 
pion Romas Ubartas.of 
Lithuania, fourth at the cham- 
pionships, and Lilia Nurutdmova 
of Russia, seventh in the women’s 
800. 

Four world records were 
broken during the nine-day meet 
at Gottlieb- Daimler Stadium.— 
Britain’s Colin Jackson in the 
men’s 110-metre hurdles. 12.91 
seconds; the U.S. 1,600-meire 
relay team of Andrew Valmon, 
Quincy Wans, Butch Reynolds** 
and Johnson, 2:54.29; Britain’s 
Sally Gunnell in the women>400 
hurdles, 52.74, and Russia's Irina 
Biryukova in the women's triple 
jump, 49 feet, 6 1-4 inches (15.09 
metres). 

The U.S. 400-metre relay-team 
of Jon Drummond, Andre 
Cason, Dennis Mitchell. and 
Leroy Burrell equalled the world 
record of 37.400. 

Another record was set -for 
attendance, with a total of 
584,450. • 

The next World Cham- 
pionships will be at Gotebofg, 
Sweden, in 1995. 

* 

Gunnell and Jackson show 

Russian goodwill * 

• 

Great Britain's new record- 
breaking world champions Sally 
Gunnell and Cblin Jadcson have 
agreed to take part in the Good- 
will Games in St. Petersburg!!, 
Russia, next yeaf. 

The event, hosted at the ncWly- 
renovated Petrovsky Stadium, 
takes place between July 23- 
August 7. • 

Around 2,000 athletes from 
more than 50 countries are - ex- 
pected to take part in the event, 
first- hosted in 1986. *• 

•Gunnell ran a new world mark 
df 52.74sec to take the women's 
400m title at Stuttgart last week, 
while Welshman Jackson's world 
best time of 12.91 won him the 
men's 100m title. 


Brazil devoid of flair, say critics 


RIO DE JANEIRO (R) — Bra- 
zil's World Cup qualifying win 
over Ecuador kept trainer Carlos 
Alberto Parreira happy but was 
an immense' disappointment to 
those who admire Brazil's tradi- 
tional flair and panache. 

There were no clever flicks, 
quick one-twos or swerving free 
kicks which have delighted World 
Cup audiences in the past. 

Instead, Brazil's play turned 
into a dull routine of square 
passes and high crosses into the 
Ecuador penalty area. It became 
so predictable that tbeir perform- 
ance was described as “mechanic- 
al" by one newspaper. 

Brazil won 2-0 to take an im- 
portant step towards the World 
Cup finals in the United States. 
Bolivia, who beat Venezuela 7-0 
Sunday lead the Group B stand- 


ings with ten points from five 
matches, followed by Brazil, who 
have six points from five matches, 
and Ecuador, four from five. 
Uruguay have four points from 
four games, while Venezuela 
have lost all five of their games. 

But the 77,000 crowd at ihe 
Mo rumbi Stadium were not satis- 
fied and jeered Brazil in the 
second half, shouting “get out 
Parreira" and chanting* the name 
of former national team coach 
Tele Santana. 

The only inspiration came from 
striker Bebeto, who scored the 
first goal and set up the second 
for Dunga with two moments of 
brilliance. Otherwise, Brazil may 
have struggled to break down the 
massed ranks of the Ecuador 
defence. - 

Parreira, who has been severe- 


ly criticsed for his unadventurous 
team selections, again made him- 
self unpopular by picking three 
defensive midfield players in 
Dunga, Zinho and Mauro Silva. 

With captain Rai again out of 
sorts, Bebeto and fellow striker 
Muller often had ro come back to 
do the midfield’s creative work 
for them. 

Parreira bewildered fans and 


commentators by leaving 
Palhinha and Cafu, two of Bra- 1 
zil's most skilful midfieldcrs.On 
the substitute’s bench until* the 
dosing minutes. 

Their names were chanted, by 
the Sao Paulo crowd throughout 
the' match. 

Parreira remained defiant -and 
said he was not worried about the 
jeering. 


AL DALAL ORIENTAL WEAR 
and perfumes for women and men 
in Amman Forte Grand Hotel. 
The best and cheapest -in Jordan 


fASHIBN 
WORKSHOP 
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Amra Hotel - Amman. 


Finest 

Unique 

Designs 


FURNISHED SEMI-VILLA . 
FOR RENT 

Consists of 3 bedrooms, 3 verandas, three battvj 
rooms, salon, dining room, large kitchen and tel'e^ 
phone. •' r . 

For more information call tel. 697544 


F1L1P1NA MAID WANTED ., 

To work for a British diplomatic family ;■ 
living in Syria. '_ l 

Call tel. 603927 from 3 p.m. to" 10. p.m. ; 



AL-ZAM1L 

AIR CONDITIONERS 


The only air conditioners that proved their high quality a« 
over the Middle East area. r 

provided with: 

* Warranty for one year 
☆ After sale maintenance 
All types & sizes are available at: * 

Mechanical Engineers - Abdul Rahim Taha « 
Tel. 611996, fax 624689, Tift. 21680 ARTCO 
& MEC Trading Corp. Tet. 642722 


A 

Y 


A 

T 


erf* -Hi \*4 
|t !P v 

sy 1 


Cinema 


Tel.: 677420 


CONCORD 


last Action Hero 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30. 10:30 

America Shikabika 

Arabic 

Shows: 12:30. 3:15, 6:00, 8:15, 10:15 


Cinema 


Tel.: 699238 


PLAZA 



| Cinema TeL: 634144 

HDKJUMOUmiA 


Adel Imam 
in 

Wed Sayyed A1 Shaghal 

play 

(Arabic) 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:00. 8:30 


Franlcy and Jany 

• Shows: 12:30, 3:30; 6:15. 8:30, 10:30 

. On Thursday and Friday special show for 
children at 11 a.m. a festival of cartoons. 


Tel.: 675571 

Nabfl AS Mashini Theatre 


Coming soon: 

Fuad Shomaly 
Abu Fayek 

in the popular comedy: 
At ilmu Nuron 


Nabll & Hisharffs Tel - : 625153 

ARLAN THEATRE 


Returns to you Thursday Aug. 
26 in the playr 

Arab Summit 
Conference 
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PLO asks its 
diplomats to quit 
fires local staff 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — The 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) has sacked local staff 
at its diplomatic missions and 
asked its representatives to take 
voluntary redundancy because of 
the organisation's financial crisis. 

Several Palestinian officials 
'feared the cuts were a prelude to 
•; liquidating the 29-year-old PLO. 
which has around 15.000 mem- 
bers. 

The PLO’s political depart- 
ment chief, Farouq Kaddomni, 
has sent a circular to the organisa- 
tion's offices around the world 
'ordering them to fire locally hired 
employees and asking for volun- 
tary redundancies. 

“We have waited for more than 
three months to get our salary. 
"But what we got is a circular from 
'.the PLO leadership telling us that 
■anyone can resign if be wishes,” 
said a Gulf-based PLO official. 

“It is aimed at liquidating the 
organisation -and amount to a 
final blow to^ps institutions so 
they will be handed over to Israel 
with no spirit,” he charged, de- 
‘ dining to be named. 

“But we will not resign because 
we are stragglers not employees. 
' We joined the PLO to fight for 
our land not under any business 

■ contract." 

The official read the brief 
'circular to AFP by telephone, 
- saying PLO* offices in the Gulf 

• had been in touch over the circu- 
lar and all their members were 

* refusing to resign. 

The Tunis-based PLQ has 100 
' missions around the world, 75 of 
which are recognised as fully- 
fledged embassies. 

The organisation is suffering its 
worst crisis due to political and 
financial woes, notably because 
' of a cut in aid from the oil-rich 
Gulf because of the organisa- 
‘ . tion’s sympathy for Iraq after the 

■ 1990 invasion of Kuwait 

Some PLO officials have 


blamed its leader Yasser Arafat 
for the crisis and called for his 
resignation, including the military 
chief in Lebanon of the organisa- 
tion's mainstream Fateh group, 
Munir Maqdah. 

Once the wealthiest guerrilla 
group in the world, the FLO has 
now been forced to sell part of its 
assets.. . __ 

“The most serious thing in this 
crisis is tfiat the PLO leadership 
has abandoned the families of 
'martyrs. They have not received 
a penny for more than five 
months,” another Gulf-based 
PLO official complained. 

“This is the worst crisis in the 
PLO’s history because it is inter- 
nal while previous crises were 
mainly caused by external fac- 
tors/’ one official said. 

“We believe that those who are 
responsible for the crisis and all 
previous mistakes must resign not 
* us. By asking us to resign, the 
PLO is abandoning its members 
after several years of serving our 
national causes.” 

One official said he had been in 
the PLO for 25 years and would 
look for another job but would 
not submit his resignation. 

“You can resign from a bank or 
a company but not from a strug- 
gle for freedom and identity. I 
have contacted the PLO head- 
quarters and all they had to say is 
mat I can go to Lebanon, Syria or 
Jordan and report to PLO offices 
there.” 

According to die circular, PLO 
representatives who resign would 
receive one-third of their sever- 
ance pay now and die rest in 
monthly installments. 

The organisation has dosed 
several institutions in die' Israeli- 
occupied territories and abroad 
because of the crisis and slashed 
its aid to the Palestinians of the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip by 
two-thirds. 


Croats hold up U.N. 
emergency Mostar food 


MOSTAR, Bosnia (Agencies) — 
A U.N. aid convoy set out Tues- 
day with food and medicine for 
55,000 Muslims trapped in Mos- 
tar bur Bosnian Groat forces held 
it up because of a dispute over the 
return of the bodies of Croat 
soldiers. 

The 19-truck convoy stalled in 
Medjugorje, a small southern 
Bosnian town dose to Mostar, 
after negotiations between Jad- 
ranko Prlic, a senior political 
official in die Bosnian Croat lead- 
ership, and U.N. officials broke 
down. 

In Mostar, Muslim fighters said 
the Croat defence force (HVO), 
which authorised the convoy, had 
unleashed a mortar, machinegun 
and artillery barrage on the 
Muslim-held eastern sector of the 
town. 

The onslaught began shortly 
before 6 a.m. .(0400 GMT) ana 
continued into the afternoon. 

It killed at least two dvilians, 
wounded five soldiers and wreck- 
ed the pharmacy at a makeshift 
hospital where victims of the 
Croat blockade are being treated. 

Three mortar hits on the 
pharmacy destroyed desperately 
needed medical supplies deli- 
vered by a token U.N. convoy 
which the Croats allowed to cross 
their lines at the weekend. 

Journalists huddling near the 
front line between the warring 
comm unities reported heavy gun- 
fire in all directions. 

- Ambulances and cars sped to- 
wards the hospital. 

Alemka Lisinski, spokes- 
woman for the U.N. High Com- 


missioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR), told reporters in Zag- 
reb the convoy entered Bosnia 
from Croatia shortly after midday 
(1000 GMT). 

It had planned to reach Mostar 
in mid-afternoon. 

Nineteen trucks authorised by 
the HVO were carrying enough 
food to last the Muslim popula- 
tion for a week. 

The civilians in the Muslim 
quarter have not received U.N. 
food since June 2 and aid officials 
fear people will start dying of 
starvation soon. 

U.N. peacekeepers who 
reached the area Saturday said 
hospital conditions were desper- 
ate. 

Some operations were being 
performed without anesthesia, 
more than :*u-nurd* of the resi- 
dents were refugees and 60 per 
cent of the buildings were uninlta 
bitable, they said. 

Croats and Muslims each made 
up some 42 per cent of Mortar's 
( pre-war population 130,000, and 
’ lived in peace. They united ear- 
lier this year to oppose Bosnian 
Serbs, but their alliance dsmte- 
grated as plans for an ethnic 
division of Bosnia emerged 

Bosnia’s Croats want Mostar to 
be the capital of a Croat- 
Jomiiuu. : republic. Fighting 

between the city's Muslim and 
Croat communities broke out in 
May. 

Despite a Bosnian ceasefire 
signed Aug 11 and last week's 
peace talks in Geneva, sporadic 
fighting was reported across Bos- 
nia on Monday. 


Montazeri in hospital 


NICOSIA (R) — Iran’s Ayatol- 
lah Hossein Ali Montazeri. bar- 


red from politics by the late 
Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini 
who dismissed him as his desig- 


nated successor, has been admit- 
ted to a Tehran hospital suffering 
from kidney stones, his son said 
Tuesday. . ■ . 

Saeed Montazeri said intelli- 
gence officials prevented the 71- 
year-okl cleric's admission to a 
public hospital in Tehran last 
week when he went there with a 
heart ailment. 

“He is generally fine but has 
kidney stones. Doctors have pre- 
scribed medication for now and 
have not yet decided on the main 
treatment,” he told Reuters by 
telephone from Khatam-ul-Anbia 
hospital. 

He said Ayatollah Montazeri 
was admitted to the hospital, 
which is run by the Martyr 
Foundation, on Sunday. 


Ayatollah Montazeri has been 
banished from official Iranian 
politics since Ayatollah Khomeini 
dismissed him as his designated 
heir three months before he died 
in 1989. He continued teaching 
theology in the Holy Shiite Mus- 
lim dty of Qom south of Tehran. 

He has occasionally come into 
conflict with Iranian leaders after 
making critical statements. In 
February when his office was 
ransacked and- five of his aides 
were arrested. 

Saeed Montazeri said intelli- 
gence officials went Loqman-od- 
Dowleh hospital on Aug. 16 
when doctors there recom- 
mended Ayatollah Montazeri 
stay for checks for 48 hours. 

“They told the doctors it was 
not expedient for him to be in 
Tehran and he should return to 
Qom. The doctors resisted to 
some extent, but ultimately bad 
to give in,” he said. 


King and Qaboos hold talks 

.. • . ii .mjI Mninr Mini anH I* 


(Continued from page 1) 

jali, Royal Court Chief KhaJid A1 
Karaki, Chief Chamberlain 
Prince Ra’d Ben Zeid, Private 
Chamberlain Prince Ali Ben 


Nayef and senior civil and milit- 
ary officials in addition to the 
Omani ambassador to Jordan. 

Prince Mohammad was sworn 
in to serve as the Regent during 
the King’s, absence. 



MsPARTURJE: Hb Majesty King Hussein with IBs 
Rqyal Highness Prince Mohammad, the personal 
repre s entative of the King, at the airport Tuesday 


shortly before the King left on a visit to Oman 
(Petra photo) 


Fateh leader urges Sudanese 
Arafat to resign protesters 


BEIRUT (AP) — Palestinian 
leader. Yasser Arafat, increasing- 
ly beleaguered by opponents 
within the movement Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO), 
faced further strife Tuesday when 
his militia commander in Leba- 
non called on him to resign. 

Munir Maqdah, who heads the 
3,000-strong force, denounced 
Mr. Arafat's handling of the Mid- 
dle East peace talks and accused 
him of beggaring tens of 
thousands of Palestinians in a 
financial crisis that is crippling the 
PLO. 

Mr. Maqdah’s broadside fuel- 
led a swelling leadership crisis 
within the PLO in which Mr. 
Arafat is facing unprecedented 
public criticism. 

Officials at PLO headquarters 
in Tunis said the movement’s 
derision-making executive com- 
mittee will meet Thursday to 
discuss the crisis following the 
resignation of senior figures 
opposed to Mr. Arafat. 

By all accounts, the critical 
session is likely to be heated. 

A growing number of senior 
Palestinians are openly challeng- 
ing Mr. Arafat and demanding 
sweeping reforms, including grea- 
ter consultations on how to pro- 
ceed in the 21-month -old dead- 
locked negotiations with Israel. 

Mr. Maqdah, based in the 
refugee camp of ‘Ain al Hflweh 
near the southern provincial 
capital of Sidon, was the first 
PLO military commander to criti- 
cise Mr. Arafat over bis peace 
talks strategy and the move- 
ment’s worsening financial crisis 
under his authoritarian lead- 
ership. 

The crisis has been building for 
months, with large numbers of 
Palestinians in the Israeli- 
occupied territories demanding 
Mr. Arafat pull Palestinian nego- 
tiators out of the U.S.-sponsored ■ 
talks until Israel agrees to discuss 
an independent Palestinian state. 

The Jewish state will only dis- 
cuss limited autonomy inside the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

The crisis has accelerated amid 
reports that Mr. Arafat told the 


United States through Egypt that 
be is prepared to accept self-rule 
only in Gaza as a first step to- 
wards an eventual independent 
state. 

“If Mr. Arafat cannot find a 
solution except Gaza as a result 
of American threats and seduc- 
tion through the Egyptian reg- 
ime, then he has to resign,” Mr. 
Maqdah said in a statement pub- 
lished by the independent Al 
Nahar Daily. 

The Palestinian negotiators 
themselves have repeatedly 
clashed with Mr. Arafat, who 
insists on continuing tire negotia- 
tions despite Israel’s failure to 
make concessions. 

Mr. Maqdah also accused Mr. 
Arafat of imposing an “economic 
blockade” on his own people, a 
reference to the PLO’s financial 
crisis. 

He charged that the crisis has 
turned the movement’s “officers, 
fighters and martyrs' families into 
beggars throughout ... the 
world.” 

The PLO was slashed pay- 
ments to Palestinian refugees and 
the dependents of slain guerrillas 
and introduced swingeing auster- 
ity measures because of the three- 
year-old crisis (see separate 
story). 

PLO officials refuse to discuss 
the movement’s financial affairs. 
Much of the PLO’s wealth, esti- 
mated at between $2 to $5 billion, 
is reportedly deposited in Swiss 
banks in Mr. Arafat’s name. 

Mr. Maqdah joined at least five 
other top PLO officials in calling 
for an extraordinary meeting of 
the Palestine National Council. 

The PLO’s Lebanon repre- 
sentative, Shaftk Al Hout, an 
independent member of the Ex- 
ecutive Committee, Sunday sus- 
pended his membership pending 
a PNC meeting to discuss Mr. 
Arafat's “irresponsible and 
adventurous” policies. 

Two days earlier, Palestinian 
poet Mahmoud Darwish, another 
independent figure often termed 
the “PLO!s conscience,” resigned 
from the Executive Committee to 
protest Mr. Arafat’s policies. 


Swiss-Turkish dispute 
bursts into the open 


ANKARA (Agencies) — Turkey 
Tuesday asked Switzerland to re- 
call its ambassador in Ankara and 
two embassy attaches in a week’s 
time. 

“We have asked Switzerland to 
withdraw its ambassador (Andre 
Ramseyer) and two attaches, 
Jean-Pierre Baumeyer and Hen- 
driefa Maurer,” a Foreign Minis- 
try communique said. 

The action was a diplomat tit- 
for-tat in response to the decision 
by Swiss authorities Wednesday 
to lift the diplomatic immunity of 
Turkish Ambassador in Bern 
Kaya Toperi, who returned here 
Friday, observers noted. 

The Turkish government “re- 
jects” the lifting of the diplomatic 
immunity of its ambassador and 
officials here said Mr. Toperi was 
here for “consultations.” 

Swiss authorities lifted the im- 
munity of Mr. Toperi and, 
another Turkish embassy em- 
ployee in order to question them 
in connection with a shootout 
with Kurdish demonstrators out- 
side the Berne embassy that left 
one dead ami nine wounded in 
July. 

Ankara had also recalled four 
of its Berne embassy staffers in 
connection with the incident, af- 
ter refusing to have their di- 
plomatic immunity lifted. 

Mr. Toperi has said he ordered 
embassy staff to fire into the air 
to prevent the demonstrators, 
militants of the Kurdish Labour 
Party (PMC), from storming the 
embassy. Witnesses say they fired 
at the legs of the demonstrators. 

On his return to Turkey on 
Friday, Mr. Toperi accused 
Switzerland of acting negligently 
during the protest. 


Diplomatic relations between 
Turkey and Switzer lad will con- 
tinue at charge d’affaires level 
until Switzerland appoints a new 
ambassador to Ankara, Anatolia 
news agency said. 

- Ankara would then appoint a 
new envoy to Berne, it said. 

Hostages rescued 

Turkish soldiers killed eight 
PKK guerrillas Monday while 
freeing two Britons and two 
Afghans kidnapped hours earlier 
by the rebels, a Turkish official 
said. 

Turkish troops chased the 
guerrillas on a tip from witnesses 
of the midnight abduction in the 
Batman province m southeastern 
Turkey, said the official. 

In London, the Foreign Office 
confirmed that two Britons were 
freed after a clash between the 
rebels and security forces. The 
Britons were believed to be re- 
turning from a visit; to Lake Van. 
Afghans use the same route after 
entering Turkey from Iran. 

The PKK is still holding seven 
more tourists — three Swiss, one 
Italian, two Germans and a New 
Zealander — abducted this 
month in the increasingly bloody 
conflict raging around file wild 
mountains of Turkey’s southeast. 

The Swiss foreign ministry has 
stressed that efforts to recover 
their nationals would not be ham- 
pered by the diplomatic row. 

Switzerland, like other western 
states, have ruled out negotia- 
tions with tin PKK, which de- 
mands that the governments of 
the kidnapped tourists negotiate 
directly for their release. 


Israel polluting River 
Jordan, official says 


protesters 
pour scorn 
at U.S. 
charges 

KHARTOUM (Agencies) — 
Thousands of people marched to 
the U.S. embassy in Khartoum 
Tuesday to protest against 
Washington's decision to place 
Sudan on a list of countries it says 
support “terrori s m.” 

Demonstrators, including 
female members of the civilian 
militia, shouted “Down, down 
USA, we will not be ruled by the 
CIA” and carried placards thre- 
atening Jihad against the United, 
States. 

. A note handed into the embas- 
sy accused Washington of “ter- 
rorism” against Libya and Iraq. 

Hie United States decided on 
Ang. 18 to add Sudan to the list 
of countries it accuses of support- 
ing “terrorism,” making it sub- 
ject to largely symbolic ecoocMuic 
sanctions. r ’ 

Sudanese leader Lieutenant 
General Omar Hassan Al Bashir 
said the move was part of a 
campaign waged against the 
country because of its Islamic 
orientations. 

There were no reports of vio- 
lence during the demonstration, 
which was called by the 
government-supported Organisa- 
tion for the Defence of Faith and 
the Homeland. 

Banks, schools and other pub- 
tic institutions were dosed down 
to allow as many people as possi- 
ble to take part. 

Demonstrations were banned 
in Sudan in 1989 after Gen. 
Bashir came to power but those 
which serve government purpose 
are allowed. 

A similar protect was staged on 
Saturday outride the U.S. ambas- 
sador’s residence. 

A Sudanese newspaper pub- 
lished in Cairo reported the Un- 
ited States would cut down die 
number of diplomats m its Khar- 
toum embassy and warn its 
dtizens not to go there. 

Al Khartoum newspaper said 
38 members of diplomat families 
left the Sudanese capital on Mon- 
day after the U.S. State Depart- 
ment decided to cut back staff to 
cover only essential functions. 

Diplomats dealing with huma- 
nitarian affairs would stay on, it 
said. 

A Sudanese diplomat reported- 
ly involved in a plaq to bomb 
New York City landmarks said in 
an interview published Tuesday 
that U.S. authorities still have 
-made no move to question him. 

Sbraj Yousef, counselor to the 
Sudanese U.N. mission, told the 
official New Horizon newspaper 
that an ABC News report accus- 
ing him of involvement in a foiled 
plot to blow up the United Na- 
tions and the sites was “out- 
rageous, malicious and not credi- 
ble.” 

The Aug. 16 report was meant 
of countries sponsoring “terror- 
ism,” which the State Depart- 
ment did two days later, Mr. 
Yousef told the English-lan g ua g e 
paper. ' 

“Until this moment, neither 
me nor my friends or the 
(Sudanese) mission in New York 
... did not receive any reference, 
accusation or indication ... relat- 
ing to the alleged connection 
between the Sudanese diplomats 
and the so-called New York 
bomb plot,” be said. 

ABC on Ang. 16 quoted U.S. 
sources as saying Mr. Yousef and 
Ahmad Mohammad, third secret- 
ary at the Sudanese mission, 
helped five other Sudanese who 
have been indicted in the con- 
spiracy to bomb four New York 
sites. 

Tbe Federal Bureau of Inves- 
tigations (FBI) and State Depart- 
ment refused comment on the 
ABC report when it was aired. 
Mr. Yousef denied at the time 
that he had any role in the plot. 


By Ayrnan Al Safadi 

Jordan Tones Staff Reporter 

AMMAN— Israel bears tbe^le 

p^Sutira^ffie Jordan^River, an 
official said Tuesday. 

Abdul Aziz Wishah, director of 
the Jordan Valley Authority 
(JVA), said Israel had been pol- 
luting the river by piping seWage 
and salty .water into it 

“Israel pipes domestic and in- 
dustrial sewage and salty waters 
into the river. It is fully responsi- 
ble for polluting it,” Dr. wishah 
said. 

He said tbe salinity level in the 
river’s water bad increased since 
Israel stopped The flow of sweet 
water from the Tiberias Lake into 
tiie river. 

Israel has diverted the water of 
tiie Tiberias away from the river 
to irrigate agricultural land, and 
the diversion has also substantial- 
ly lowered the river's water level. 

Israel’s nature reserves author- 
ity said Tuesday that sewage 
spewing into the River Jordan 
had pushed bacteria in its waters 
to 2.5 tunes tiie permitted level 
for swimming. 

Agence France Press (AFP) 
said the pollution was found 
where the river flows into the Sea 



of Galilee and traced upstream to 
the Hula Valley where sewage 
was flowing into the river. 

The agency quoted an Israeli 
health ministry official as saying 
that more tests were needed to 
find out whether the whole upper 
stretch of the river was polluted. 

Most of the areas on the bonk 
of the river in Jordan are dosed 
to civilians as military zones. 
Visits to the river are restricted. 

Dr. Wishah said little could be 
done to treat the pollution in the 
river due to tiie “political situa- 
tion and technical difficulties". 

Water rights is one of tbe 
major issues that Jordan and 
Israel are discussing in the multi- 
lateral and bOatera! phases of the 
Mkkfle East peace process, which 
was launched in Madrid in 1991. 

Prime Minister Abdul Sal am 
Al Majali said in June that Israel 
bad recognised Jordan's demands 
for returning its rights to the 
waters of the Jordan and Yar- 
roouk rivers. 

“The fundamental achieve- 
ments of the peace process have 
so far included an Israeli recogni- 
tion... (of the need) to return our 
rights in the waters of the Yar- 
mouk and Jordan rivers,” Dr. 
Majali said. 


King Fahd lashes out 
at ‘smear campaign 9 


RIYADH ( AP) — King Fahd has 
complained of “smear cam- 
paigns,” following foreign media 
reports that painted a gloomy 
picture of Saudi Arabia's eco- 
nomy. and said recent political 
reforms fell short of western- 
style democracy. 

But, said King Fahd, “malevo- 
lent people cannot block the sun- 
light, and truth will always van- 
quish falsity, though it may take 
tune.” 

King Fahd was addressing 
dtizens at his traditional weekly 
Majlis, or open house. Excerpts 
were broadcast by state-run tele- 
vision on its midnight newscast 
Monday. 

The New York Times reported 
Sunday and Monday that a de- 
cade of huge military spending 
and irregular banking practices 
had depjWeti'Sahdf Arana’s Sill 
billion qf' reserves 'and under- 
mined its' fmandal stability. 

Arab diplomatic sources, 
speaking on condition of anony- 
mity, said the report displeased 
the Saudi leadership. ' 

King Fahd currently is being 
inundated by expressions of sup- 
port from leading figures, hailing 
his weekend appointment of 'a 
60-member consultative assembly 
that will give dtizens a formal say 
in policy for the first time. 

The sources said the leadership 
also was displeased by foreign 
media reports that pointed oat 
the move falls short of western- 
style democracy. 

King Fahd has said repeatedly 
that he believes Western demo- 
cracy to be an unsuitable model 
for his kingdom to follow. 

In his remarks broadcast Mon- 


day, the king denounced “those 
unjust and provocative smear 
campaigns that target tiie king- 
dom in an attempt to distort the 
Eads and fabricate lies...” 

Tbe king has implied he wifi 
reshuffle his government, a major 
development in a country that has 
had an almost stable cabinet for 
two decades. He also has ruled 
that ministers’ terms will be li- 
mited to four years unless they 
aze extended try royal decree. 

There was “a comprehensive 
renaissance in all fields” through- 
out the kingdom. King Fahd said. 

Saudi-based Western business- 
men and bankets, along with 
Saudi economists, said they 
thought the Times story on tire 
kingdom’s financial woes was off 
base. 

“It lacks perspective, and in 
both absolute and historical terms 
... it fails to show tbe current 
situation in context,” said a West- 
ern businessman who has been in 
tiie Iringdom for several yean. 

He said tiie oil-rich economy 
has considerable capacity to carry 
debt, and was still at the begin- 
ning of the road when it came to 
developing capital markets and 
rationalisation of industry. 

Tbe kingdom of 12 million 
Saudis and 4.6 million foreigners 
sites on nearly a third of tbe 
world's proven oil reserves. Pro- 
ducing eight million barrels a day, 
it is tire world’s largest oil expor- 
ter. 

The oil price slide that ended 
the oil boom of the 1970s has put 
tbe Saudi budget in the red since 
1983, forcing the kingdom to start 
borrowing on the international 
market in 1988. 


U.S. report questions cost 
of Arrow programme 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
Israel may be underestimating 
the cost of its Arrow anti-missile 
system that is being developed 
with U.S. funds, a congressional 
report said on Monday. 

The report from the General 
Accounting Office (GAO), the 
congressional investigating agen- 
cy, said the United States may be 


drawn into funding most of the 
system without the benefit of 
sound information. 

“Due- to technical risk and 
other factors, we believe Israel’s 
estimate for additional funds 
needed to develop, produce, de- 
ploy and support a complete sys- 
tem — including launchers, 
radars and other related equip- 
ment — may be understated," 
the unclassified report said. 

“Moreover, tbe United States 
may be drawn into funding most 
of the complete Israeli system 
without the benefit of sound cost, 
schedule and performance in- 
formation," it said. 

Tbe report’s conclusions had 
been made public in July by 
Democratic Senator Robert Byrd 

of West Virginia who questioned 
whether the United States should 
continue funding the project. 

The United States is providing 
most of tbe money for develop- 
ment of the Arrow, but is not 
planning to buy any of the mis- 
siles for tbe U.S. Armed Forces. 

The report recommended that 
before additional U.S. funds are 
committed for tbe Arrow, tbe 
Defence Department develop 
accurate figures for the full cost 
of tiie system and cosidcr U.S. 
alternatives to the Arrow for 
meeting Israel's ballistic missile 
defence needs. 

During tiie 1991 Gulf war, the 


Arrow programme to other coun- 
tries, the Israeli defence ministry 
said Tuesday. 

The ministry strongly denied 
the GAO report that the U.S. 
government is failing to protect 
its technology from bring trans- 
ferred to third countries. 

A statement noted that dose 
cooperation between Israel Air- 
craft Industries and Pentagon 
officials precluded any leaks. 

The Arrow project began in 
1988 and is costing the United 
States $461 million — 72 per cent 
of the costs — but the first three 
Arrow flight tests were unsuc- 
cessful. 

The Israeli defence ministry 
said that estimates were realistic. 

“The Israeli estimates as to the 
cost of full scale engineering de- 
velopment; production and de- 
ployment, of an Arrow weapon 
system, are performed according 
to the normal Israeli practices 
and past experience,” the state- 
ment said. 

The ministry also took issue 
with tbe GAO’s complaint that 
no nrisfle has been intercepted in 
tests so far. 

’’Israel realises that the Arrow 
programme involves a certain 
level of risk,” it acknowledged, 
but went on to say:. "The Arrow 
project has been making genuine 
progress in developmg cutting- 
edge’’ ballistic missile defence 
technology. 

The Arrow has undergone five 

tests so far. A sixth was cancelled 

m July following a technical 
hitch, and was rescheduled for 
September. 

“Israel intends to deploy the 
Arrow system, as a respose to its 
ballistic missile threat, as 



Japanese empress 
scolds reporter for 
surprise question 

TOKYO (AP) — Given a coop- ./ 
erative corps of reporters and 
plenty of time to prepare answers 
beforehand, news conferences 
with Emperor Akihito and - 
Empress Micfriko are usually 
serene affairs. But on Monday, as ■ 
the royal couple met the press to 
discuss their upcoming xrip to 
Europe, a last-minute change in . 
questions left the empress and 
more than a few palace officials 
clearly annoyed. “I would 
appreciate your allowing us to put 
our thoughts together (in adv- 
ance) so that we do not fail to 
express our feelings fully." 
Empress Michiko, who graduated 
from a Catholic Girls School, 
replied testily when asked how 
she feels about her forthcoming 
meeting with Pope John Paul II. 
Emperor Akinrto had just 
answered the same question. 
Gebhart Hielscber of the German 
newspaper Suddeutsche Zeitung 
decided to ask tbe question be- 
cause the one he was supposed to 
ask about German reunification 
seemed to overlap the preceding 

S uestion. Ten reporters from the 
) reign media were invited to 
Monday’s news conference. Press 
encounters with Japan’s imperial 
couple, generally held only once 
or twice a year, are very carefully 
orchestrated to avoid any hint of 
confrontation or disharmony. 
The Palace Reporter's Guo; 
which represents Japan's top^ 
newspapers and television net- 
works, screens out “inappropri- 
ate" questions before submitting 
a final list a week or so in 
advance. The foreign media’s 
questions also were selected by 
me Japanese Gub. 

Major takes it easy in 
Portugal 

LISBON (AFP) — British Prime 
Minister John Major, currently 
taking a few days vacation in 
northern Portugal, spent Monday 
ambling through the capital^ . 
quaint little streets. Earlier, the . 
mime minister, who arrived ' 
Saturday, went on a sailing trip < 
along the River Tagus. 

Mother Teresa 
feels better 

NEW DELHI (R). — Mother 
Teresa, of Calcutta, recovering 
from malaria a New Delhi hospit- 
al, was progressing well Tuesday, 
a hospital bulletin said. “Mother 
Teresa had a comfortable nigh?; 1 
She had no fever. She is taking - 
her normal feeds. Her progress is 
satisfactory,” a spokesman at the 
All India Institute of Medical 
Sciences (ARMS) said. Tbe 
Nobel Peace Prize winner, who 
turns 83 Friday, is being treated 
by a team of senior consultants at 
AIIMS, New Delhi's premier 
hospital, after she was admitted 
there with high fever last week. 

Bulgarian king’s 
heart reburied 

SOFIA (R) — The reburial of a 
human heart presumed to be that 
of Bulgaria’s King Boris has left a •' 
trail of unanswered questions 
worthy of the most complex Bal - 
kan thriller. How did Boris die? 
Was he murdered and, if so, by 
whom? And what happened to 
the rest of his body? The heart, 
found in a garden of one of the 
royal palaces two years ago, was 
reinterred in a brief, surprise, 
ceremony, five days before the 
scheduled commemoration of the 
king’s death attended by his 85- 
year-oki widow Ioanna. Ioanna, 
who lives in Portugal, asked for 
the burial to be held at the 
southern Rila Monastery before 
the return to Bulgaria Wednes- 
day and refused offers of state 
protection and assistance. The 
family is keen that the reburial 
should not proyoke political ten- 
sions by becoming a rallying point 
for a small but noisy band of 
supporters who would like' to 
restore .the monarchy in Bulgaria. 
after 47 years. 

Former Greek 
king ends visit 

ATHENS (AFP) — Former King 
Constantine of Greece left his 
former homeland after a "two 
week private holiday marred by' 

E iblic controversy. The. former 
ng and his fondly, who live in 
Britain, flew from the Aegean 
island of Santorini for the Spanish 
island of Majorca where they 
were to continue their holiday. 
His visit, his second in 26 years, 
led to . strong criticism by the i 
opposition and an angry outburst j 
by President Constantine Kara- * 
mantis. Speaking to the private i 
Antenna Television network, the i 
former king said he Intended to ■ 
return “soon” to Greece, without I 
speafymg at what date. He sakh 
he had “trouble understanding 
the turmoil and the lack of self- 
composure” which had accompa- 
nied his visit - . 



